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Book 3, Chapter 3 

 

Covington Family 
(Revised & Expanded) 

 

 

 The Covington family is connected to the McCown family through the marriage of Mar-

tha Wall Covington to James J. Gathings [Chapter 2] on 5 April 1838.
1
  Their daughters, Mattie 

(Martha Wall Texanna) and Emma Davis Gathings, both married James McCown [Chapter 1]. 

 

 

COVINGTON NAME 

 The following discussion of the Covington name was taken from Covington’s Covington 

and Kin, and is apparently the result of earlier research by Vaden Covington. 

 
“Covington originates from ‘Kolbin’ which the Norseman, Turgesin brought with him when the invaded 

Northern Ireland in 831 A.D.  It was translated by the Irish as ‘Covan.’  In the migration to Scotland the 

name became ‘Cova.’  In the further migration to England the name became ‘Cov,’ ‘Ing’ meaning people, 

and ‘Ton’ meaning town.  Thus town of Cov’s people or Covington.”
2
 

 

 From the above source, it is apparent that the name ‘Covington,’ or its derivative (or 

antecedent), is known in Ireland, Scotland and England.  As with any theory of the origin of 

names, there are not surprisingly different versions of the origin, any or all of which (at least in 

part) may be true.  Given the above theory that the name migrated from Norsemen to Irishmen to 

Scots to Englishmen, Mr. Covington provides us with a sampling of the name origin from each 

country. 

 
 Ireland.  “The name Covington originated from the old Norse name Kolbeinn.  In 

Ireland, it translated as Columban and by some scribes Colban.  Our name, Covington, was once 

Columban or Columbanus about the year 500 in Ireland.  So our ancestors may have been related 

to Saint Columban or Columbanus, Saint, missionary, born in Leinster, Ireland, ca. 543, died in 

Bobbia, Italy, 21 November 615.  After early training in the abbey of Bangor, Ireland, he sailed 

(ca. 585) to France as a missionary.  In 590 he founded the monastery at Luxeuil, France; later, he 

traveled to Switzerland and Italy.  He founded the monastery at Bobbia (near Genoa) and is 

buried there.  The saint was noted for his scholarship, and all of his foundations became famous 

centers of learning.”
3
 

 Scotland.  “From Covington in Lanarkshire, the earliest form of which was 

Colbaynstoun, i.e., the vill or tun of Colbayn or Colbain, perhaps the Colbanus who was a witness 

to the charter by Earl David founding the Abbey of Selkirk (afterwards Kelso), ca. 1120.
4
  He is 

doubtless the ancestor of Thomas de Colbainestun who witnessed a charter by William the Lion 

confirming certain churches in Dumfriesshire to the see of Glasgow between 1187-89.
5
  Thomas 

de Colbaynstoun witnessed resignation of the lands of Ingilbristoun (later Inglisberrie) in 1204,
6
 

as Thomas de Uilla Colbain witnessed an undated charter by William the Lion to David de Haia, 

son of William de Haia, of Herol.
7
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 “Will de Colbaynston between 1202 and 1222 is witness to a charter by Brice, bishop of 

Moray bestowing the church of Deveth (Davoit) on the cathedral of the Holy Trinity at Spyny.
8
  

Margaret de Colbanstone and Isabele de Colbanston rendered homage for their possessions in 

1296.  The seal of Isabel bears the Virgin and Child and S’ Isabelle de Colbanesto, and that of 

Margaret bears a device like a shuttle in pale between 3 stars and the legend S’ Margar’ d’ 

Colbanst.
9
 

 

 “Edmund de Colbenstone of Lanarkshire, probably a 

relative, also rendered homage in the same year.
10

  In 1297 a 

royal message from Edward I of England was directed to 

William de Colbeynston and in 1304 Sir John de Colbaynston 

held the farm of the barony of Colbaynestone of the king.”
11

 

 

 England  “Covington appears in the 1086 A.D. 

Doomsday Book as 

Covinune, in the 1126 

A.D. Episcopal Register as 

Kunintone and in the 1260 A.D. Assize Rolls of 

Huntindonshire as Couyngton.”  There is a town “called 

Covington, on the river Till, situated in the county of 

Huntington, 65 miles north of London, England, and 3 miles 

from Kambolton Castle.  (This is where Catherine of Aragone 

was in exile while Henry VIII formed the Church of England 

so he could divorce her.)  The Covington Church was built in Covington in 1171 A.D., and is 

still in good condition except for roof leaks.”
12

 
13

 

 

 “It must be remembered that few people knew how to 

read or write in those ancient days and phonetic spelling was 

the rule.  Even as late as the early 19th century Covington was 

sometimes spelled Coventon when there could be no question 

of the identity.”
14

 

 

 

COVINGTON COAT OF ARMS 

 As in the name, there are different variations of the 

Coat of Arms.  Mr. Covington, in Covington and Kin, shows 

three different Coat of Arms associated with the Covington 

family.  One is identical to that provided by White in Coving-

ton Cousins.  One “was drawn by an heraldic artist from 

information officially recorded in ancient heraldic archives,” 

and appears to be one of those generic, mail-order Coat of 

Arms.  The third, which he notes “is ours” is described as: 

 

 
Fig. 1 Ancient Norman Church at 

Covington, England 

 
Fig. 3 Covington Coat-of-Arms 

(unknown source) 

Covington

 
Fig. 2 Covington Church gate 
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Asure fretty argent, a saltire fretty counter-charged between four estoiles.  Crest:  An 

heraldic tiger rampart gules semy of estoiles armed and tuffed or supporting a tilting 

spear proper; and for Motto:  “Invidere Sperno” may be translated “I disdain to envy.” 

 

 This is explained as: 

 
 

 “Writers in the past have attributed symbolism to the 

tinctures and charges of heraldry — thus the (gold and black) 

of the name and motto banners is said to denote Generosity, 

the argent (silver) on the underside of the plume and body of 

the helmet denotes Peace and Sincerity, the Azure (blue) on 

the topside of the plume, top of the helmet and background of 

the shield, denotes Loyalty and Truth, the (red) heraldic tiger, 

part wolf and part lion, signifying Military Fortitude and one 

whose resentment will be dangerous is aroused.   ‘Fretty’ 

indicates a lattice-work arrangement of interlaced pieces — 

possibly representative of a net, as background of the shield, 

held to signify Persuasion.  The saltire of (silver) or St. An-

drew’s Cross is the emblem of Resolution, whilst the (gold) 

estoile or star of six way points symbolizes God’s Goodness.  

The spear is an emblem of the joust.  There are some small 

changes to be found from this basic Coat-of-Arms which have 

taken place throughout the centuries by different branches of Covingtons.  All words are black 

on gold ribbons mounted on natural wood.”
15

 
 

 

 It is left entirely up to the reader to decide which, if 

any, is the correct Coat of Arms.  Actually, none of us can 

claim any of the Coats of Arms since we are not direct pri-

mary heirs of any of the Covington branches that can claim 

such devices. 

 

 

 

NOTE TO THE READER REGARDING SOURCES.  

When I first started documenting the Covington family 

history as pertains to our lineage, I came upon Eurie Coving-

ton White’s, Covington Cousins
a
, which seemed to be a 

ready-made family history.  Later, after I had established 

contact and exchanged information with Donna Gathings 

Gerrard of Hickory, North Carolina, I discovered that almost 

any reference to the Covington family is usually filled with 

errors, including Covington Cousins. 

                                                 
a  Published 1956. 

 
Fig. 4 Covington Coat-of-Arms 

(White & Covington) 

 
Fig. 5 Covington Coat-of-Arms 

(ours, according to Elbert E. Coving-

ton) 
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 The Covingtons in America were a large, extended family, and they tended to use com-

mon names for sons of the various branches and generations (William, John, Benjamin, and 

Henry, being the most common).  Then to make matters worse, the North Carolina Covingtons, 

at least, tended to marry and intermarry with only a few local families over succeeding genera-

tions, and they also had a propensity for marrying cousins.  This naturally confusing fact has 

been the obvious source of a large number of inconsistencies and errors in the various references 

that I have examined, included DAR records (as a side note, I have found, as a rule, DAR records 

to be notoriously full of errors). 

 

 Donna Gathings Gerrard’s primary reference was Eleanor Pratt Covington McSwain’s 

My Folk
a
, which she was kind enough to copy and forward relevant sections to me.  This refer-

ence originally seemed to be the most thorough and consistent for the early Covington family 

members of our lineage (though I have found numerous errors and inconsistencies in this source, 

as well).  The latter, My Folk, was written after Eurie Covington White’s Covington Cousins, 

referenced Covington Cousins, and may therefore have corrected some of the errors in Coving-

ton Cousins (though not commented upon). 

 

 (I have since learned that there was yet another book: E. Stuart Gregg’s A Crane’s 

Foot..., published in 1975, which addresses the Covington family.  It appears to me that this 

source is largely copied from McSwain’s My Folk, and has considerably less information.) 

 

 Then I found Elbert E. Covington’s Covington and Kin
b
.  This source, published after the 

latter three, seemed even better yet, in that the material was better referenced and addressed 

some of the discrepancies found in the first three (though it did not reference My Folk).  It also 

contained excerpts from several even earlier authors, and included letters and anecdotes of elder-

ly Covington family members, some still living in North Carolina.  Though somewhat disor-

ganized, Covington and Kin is, in my opinion, the second best source of information regarding 

the very early Covington family members in Maryland and North Carolina. 

 

 Finally, DaCosta Euclid Covington published his Covingtons Remembered in 1991 (but 

which I only discovered in 1994).  This book takes advantage of all the previous references, and 

adds considerable clarification to our Covington lineage, most notably resolving many of the 

discrepancies that were apparent in the earlier works.  Covingtons Remembered is not an easy 

book to read, but for the Covington family historian it provides the most comprehensive and 

accurate (to date, at any rate) set of scholarly notes relevant to our direct lineage that has been 

published. 

 

 I had thought of referencing and intermingling the four sources, and noting the disparities 

as the narrative evolved, but decided after attempting this (with just the first three sources) that it 

was just too confusing, even to me.  The reader would have almost no chance of following the 

resulting lineage.  Therefore, I have selected the information (hopefully facts) presented below 

based upon the most plausible and best referenced set of material.  I have also provided examples 

                                                 
a  Published 1973. 
b  Published 1980. 
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of some of the misinformation and false leads that occurred in the earlier sources to help the 

future researcher to thread his/her way through the Covington maze. 

 

 DaCosta E. Covington, in his Covingtons Remembered, provides us with some conjec-

ture as to our English Covington roots. 

 

 “In the migration of Anglo Saxons, known as the Norseman to England, the Covington name was 

known as Kolbein; the name Covington is located at a town in Huntingshire on the River Till, a branch of 

the River Ouse, that flows through the County of Bedfordshire and Huntingtonshire, which was the 15
th
 

century seat of the Covingtons. 

 From a list of Parish records in the library of the church of Latter Day Saints, the Mormons, we 

find that most of the 1590 to 1858 Covingtons were in Bedfordshire and Huntingtonshire, which is no 

longer a county in England. 

 “Notice that Covington is spelled Connington in Huntington Parish records — a typing error. 

 “The parish sheets of Bedfordshire lists a Henry Covington, a son of Peter and Elizabeth 

Covington, who was christened 14 November 1681.  He was born before this date.  I believe this to be 

Henry Covington who died in Maryland in 1744, the ancestor of many Covingtons in the US today. 

 “From the parish records we can make up a family sheet.  Peter Covington and wife Elizabeth of 

the Parish of Turvey had children: 

1.  Peter Covington; christened 24 Aug 1679; m. Judith Willimott 16 Dec 1705 in Turvey Parish.
16

 

2.  Henry Covington; christened 14 Nov 1681; d. 1744 in Queen Annes Co., Md.; m. 

3.  Cornelius Covington; christened 29 Apr 1689; m. Anne _____ (moved to St. James Garlickhithe 

Parish in London)
17

 

4.  Benjamin Covington; christened 18 May 1684
18

 

5.  Lydia Covington; christened 29 Apr 1689
19

 

[Comment:  Bear with the author’s presentation.  From this start, he then traces back, below, to find the an-
cestors of Peter Covington of Turvey, father of what is believed to be our Henry Covington.] 

 “From the records and will of Henry Covington in Queen Annes County, Peter Covington as 

mentioned in the will of Henry, was a cousin of John, William and Benjamin, sons of Henry.  Therefore, 

this Peter was probably a son of Cornelius Covington, or may have been the Peter Covington, christened 

12 February 1709, son of Peter and Judith Willimott, his brother. 

 “There are not many Covington wills in Bedfordshire.  Many Covingtons belonged to the peasant 

class and did not own enough property to leave a will, or for their estate to be the subject of a Grant of 

Administration.  It has been estimated that the estates of only about one person in ten were dealt with by 

the probate courts. 

 “I have about ten Covington wills from Bedfordshire that I will deposit with the Richmond Coun-

ty, North Carolina, Historical Society.  There is a will for a George Covington whom I believe to be my 

ancestor.  He was christened 10 May 1568 and probably was the George Covington that married Eliza-

beth Wilbow 13 March 1576.  His christening date is not his birthday, but usually some time after. 

 “His will of 1613 was recorded in Bedfordshire in the parish of Turvey.  His children from the 

parish records and will: 

1.  William Covington
20
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2.  George Covington
21

 

3.  James Covington; m. Elizabeth Barnett
22

 

4.  Elizabeth Covington
23

 

5.  Jane Covington
24

 

6.  Agnes Covington
25

 

7.  (son not yet baptised) 

 “The next will is of William Covington, a blacksmith in the town of Turvey.  This parish is the 

same locality, and this is what I base my research on.  William Covington’s blacksmith [sic — will?] is dated 

1662, no month or day.  His wife was named Ann, last name not known.  They had the following 8 chil-

dren. 

[Comment:  Mr. DaCosta Covington included a photostat William Covington’s actual will in his book (pp. 
152-155).  It is written in a handwriting that is very difficult to read and the printing process makes it even 
harder.  I can read just enough to confirm the list of children below, however.] 

1.  Alice Covington; b. 1 Jul 1640, Turvey, England; m. John Gilnay
26

 

2.  Elizabeth Covington; b. 5 Nov 1637, Turvey, m. Charistain Hory
27

 

3.  Alice Covington; b. Dec 1635; died young
28

 

4.  Ann Covington; b. 16 Nov 1640
29

 

5.  Marie Covington; b. 15 Jun 1632; m. James Dobmaton
30

 

6.  William Covington; b. 2 Sep 1634
31

 

7.  Thomas Covington
32

 

8.  Peter Covington
33

 

 “Peter Covington, youngest son of William Covington, also lived in the parish of Turvey.  His 

wife was named Elizabeth, but her last name is not known.  Peter and Elizabeth had 5 children. 

1.  Peter Covington; b. 24 Aug 1679 in Turvey, England; m. Judith Willimott 16 Dec 1705
34

 

2. Henry Covington, b. 14 Nov 1681 in Turvey, England; d. 1744 in Queen Annes Co., Md.
35

 

3. Cornelius Covington; b. 29 Nov 1689
36

 

4.  Benjamin Covington; b. 18 May 1684
37

 

5.  Lydia Covington; b. 29 Apr 1689; d. 9 May 1689
38

”
39

 

[Comment:  Please note that earlier the author was meticulous in differentiating the difference in christening 
dates and birth dates, listing all the above dates as christening dates.  I’m sure that the above “birth” dates 
are really intended to be christening dates.] 

[Comment:  The author was very careful in his book not to claim as absolute fact that the above postulated 
lineage is that of our Henry Covington, but he obviously believes it, and I am very inclined to believe it too.  
(In fact, until proven wrong, I am going to assume the above as our lineage.)  As a minimum Mr. DaCosta 
Covington’s conjecture seems to be the result of very careful work by an objective researcher, which when 
contrasted to the conjectures of the other authors below, makes it very superior work.] 
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FIRST COVINGTONS (FROM OTHER SOURCES) 

 The origin of our branch of the Covington family is somewhat muddled.  There is no 

doubt that there were Covington family members arriving in America in the very earliest colonial 

settlements.  One of the greatest disparities between the three principal references discussed 

above was the identity of the original Covington.  In White’s Covington Cousins, she identified 

this first Covington as William Covington of Essex County, Virginia, born 1726
a
.  There was, 

indeed, a William Covington of Virginia, but I can find no evidence that it was he who immi-

grated to North Carolina.  Then, in McSwain’s My Folk, she makes an argument for our progeni-

tor being Henry Covington of Queen Anne County, Maryland.  This I accept.  However, in trying 

to establish who his parents were, she obviously grasps for royal connections in England, and 

this I reject — her dates just do not support her thesis.  Elbert Covington’s Covington and Kin, 

accepts Henry as one of our ancestors, and provides strong circumstantial evidence of his descent 

from other Covingtons who were in Maryland, starting with Nehemiah Covington (1629-1681).  

Finally, DaCosta E. Covington’s Covingtons Remembered does a very credible job of providing 

evidence that Henry Covington was probably not descended from Nehemiah Covington, but 

leaves the door ever so slightly open for this possibility as well as others.  What we can be sure 

of, then, is that we are descended from Henry Covington (died 1744), but whether he was an 

original emigrant, or descended from an earlier emigrant Covington on the Maryland eastern 

shore, we cannot be sure. 

 

 The following appears in one paraphrased form or another in many of the Covington 

family histories.  It makes a good popular myth, but is just not true. 

 
 

 “‘Every time you run into a new Covington he can tell you about the three Covington brothers 

who came over with Lord Baltimore about 1634.’  So we all know the Covingtons first came to these 

shores from England with Lord Baltimore more than 300 years ago. 

[Comment:  This much repeated phrase is thoroughly discredited in DaCosta E. Covington’s Covingtons 
Remembered.  There were several Covingtons who appeared in 17th century Maryland, and if related, were 
not closely related.  In addition, they came onto the Maryland scene over a period of years, not on one ship 
as this claim implies.  The fact that all the 17th century Covingtons seemed to settle in Maryland does point to 
some commonality, but one which is presently unknown.] 

 “During the month of October, 1633, two staunch little vessels, the Ark and the Dove sailed from 

Gravesend, England, and after spending some time at Barbados, finally landed their cargoes at ‘Ye Citie 
of St. Marie’s,’ in Maryland, March 1634. 

                                                 
a  This early theory that our Covington roots goes back to a William Covington of Essex County, Virginia, seems to go 

along with the theory – discussed at length below – that the first Covington in Anson County was a William Covington 

who married a Mary Wall in 1750 – and this latter is pure fiction. 

 But there were, indeed, multiple William Covingtons in Essex County, Virginia.  And, in fact, the 4th William Covington 

of the line was born ca. 1725.  But he is thought to have married Frances Kavanaugh, and to have moved to Culpepper 

County, Virginia, where he died and left a will dated 11 Feb 1783. 

 Despite the fact that it is now known that our Covington family came from Queen Ann’s County, Maryland, one will still 

see people on the Internet making the Essex County, Virginia, claim of origin. 
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 “Lord Baltimore and the gentlemen of his set belonged to the gay court circle of the Reign of 

Charles the First.  After the first voyage ‘a right gallant company of Cavaliers followed in their train and 

soon changed the primeval forest into a mimic rural England.’  Thus, it is entirely possible that the 

Covingtons came a year or so later in a subsequent voyage, for, as recorded in Sidelights of Maryland 

History by Richardson, Vol. I, page 257: 

“The whole atmosphere of old Somerset is pulsating with historic associations’ — there is a 

feeling of keen satisfaction that the old families are still to the front — all the scions of 

Somerset’s best blood — contemporary in the early days with the Revells, and Coulbournes, the 

Riders and Stevenses, Walkers and Covingtons, Henrys, Kings, and Waterses, Dashiells, 

Woolfords, and Winders, Somers and Wilsons.”
40

 
 

 
 

 “Tradition
a
 has it that three Covington brothers came to Maryland with Lord Baltimore in 

1623.  Their names were William, John and Thomas.  William and John came South to the Caro-

linas and settled around what is now known as Richmond County.  Some of William’s descend-

ants moved to Kentucky.  John’s descendants spread to Mississippi, to Utah and points West, to 

Illinois, and back to Mississippi.  Thomas stayed in Maryland but his last male descendant died in 

the War of 1812 in Kentucky.”
41

 
 

 

 

 Having led the reader this lengthy introduction, and for the specific purpose of warning 

him/her to treat the origins of the Covington family with some skepticism (wherever cited, in-

cluding herein) I will digress once more to dispose of one of McSwain’s theories.  In McSwain’s 

My Folk,
b
 Vol II, she provides us with some of the background of the very early Covingtons in 

England: 

 
 

 “Henry and William De Coventry served politically under Charles II (1660-1685).  Sir William 

Coventry, son of Baron Thomas De Coventry, and brother of Henry, who served as Secretary of the 

North, drew up the Duke of York grants (now Delaware) and settled in Essex Co., Va. — the territory cut 

from Maryland, in 1668, died 1697, will, wife, Dorothy. 

 “Henry came to Maryland with William Pettus, London merchant, in 1670 to Mattapony, the 

home of Hon. Henry Sewall and Jane Lowe Sewall.  His grandmother was Anne Lowe, sister of Sir 

Thomas Lowe of London.  Henry’s father, Thomas De Coventry, Baron, knighted in 1616, died 

1639/40, buried at Croome, in great state by reason of his great office, as an Earle “near his parents.”  His 

wife, Elizabeth, died 1653, will, prob. by son, Francis.  The other brothers were Henry & William.” 
 

 

 From the above information, then, we are asked to believe that the first known Covington 

in our lineage was Baron Thomas De Coventry, who was married to Elizabeth _____.   They 

supposedly were the parents of at least three children: 

 

                                                 
a  “Tradition” has led more genealogists and family historians astray than any other cause. 
b  McSwain’s My Folk is seriously flawed – and not just with the Covington family.  The “research” of this author, I fear, 

was tainted by her desire to find enviable ancestors (or “bragging rights”). 
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1. William Coventry; d. 1697; m. Dorothy _____ (moved to Essex County, Va., in 1668) 

2. Henry Coventry/Covington; d. 1744; m. Mary Blackistone 

3. Francis Coventry 

 

 I find the above information impossible to believe and reconcile with the facts.  For 

example, it is stated above that Henry’s father was Thomas De Coventry, who died in 1639/40; 

she states Henry Covington emigrated in 1670 (so far, this could be believable), but then it is 

stated that Henry Covington died in 1744.  If we were to assume that Henry was born the year of 

his father’s death, then he would have been over 100 years old at the time of his own death!  This 

simply destroys her credibility in my own mind (there are other instances that I can cite where 

facts are simply ignored in order to make what appear to be preconceived conclusions.  It still 

may be possible that our 1
st
 known Henry Covington was descended from Thomas De Coventry 

(I doubt it), but they certainly were not father and son. 

 

 We will now present Elbert E. Covington’s  (apparently now flawed) version taken from 

Covington and Kin. 

 

 

 Nehemiah Covington was born in Covington, Huntingshire, England (sixty-five miles 

north of London), in 1628.
42

  He was a stone mason, a grist mill stone cutter and builder of grist 

mills, blacksmith, furror and tobacco planter.  He arrived in Northampton, Accomack County,
43

 

Virginia in 1646.  Nehemiah registered his Owl’s Head trade mark in Eastville, Virginia, in 

1663.
44

 

 
[Comment:  Note that if Nehemiah Covington was, indeed, from Huntingshire, England (and I have no rea-
son to doubt it), he was almost certainly related to our Henry Covington, below, though probably not as his 
grandfather, as Elbert E. Covington postulates.  There is coincidental evidence that suggests that all, or 
most, of the Maryland eastern shore Covingtons were at least distantly related.] 

 

 “He was a Quaker and refused to contribute to the 

Church of England.  He was therefore brought into court 

many times on trumped-up charges and fined.  In one case, 

he was fined and given twelve lashes.”
45

 

 

 He married, in 1648, his first wife Mary _____ (born 

1626, died 1667).  Their six children were all born in North-

ampton, Virginia.
46

 

 

1. John Covington; b. 1650; d. 1694; m. Mary _____
47

 

[Comment:  John Covington filed a will in Somerset County, dated 17 October 1693, probated 12 March 
1693/4, in which he names wife Mary, sons Nehemiah, Philip, and John, daughter Mary, cousins Leavin, Sa-
rah and Eliza Coventon [sic], and brother Nehemiah.48  It’s this branch of the Covington family that you will 
find the name “Levin” (found in many of the early Maryland records) associated with.] 

2. Jan Jean Covington; b. 1652; d. 1678; m. David Williams 26 Nov 1667
49

 

 
Fig. 6 Owl Head trademark of 

Nehemiah Covington 
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3. Katherine [twin to Sarah, below] Covington; b. 1654; d. 1681; m. Edward Wright
50

 

4. Sarah [twin to Katherine, above] Covington; b. 1654
51

 

5. Margaret Covington; b. 1656
52

 

6. Nehemiah Covington; b. 1659; d. ca. 1713
53

, m. Re-

becca ____
54

 

[Comment:  Nehemiah’s (the son, immediately above) will is informative 
to us because he names two brother-in-laws,  Levin Denwood and 
Thomas Hicks, and “cousins” George Gale and Samuel Worthington.  
Among his property, he names Covington’s Vineyard, Covington’s Comfort, Covington’s Chance [in Dorches-
ter County], Collin’s Adventure, and Snow Hill.55] 

 Mary, Nehemiah’s first wife, died in 1667.  That same year he married his second wife, 

Anne Ingram,
56

 widow of Robert Ingram
57

.  Nehemiah and Anne Ingram Covington were the 

parents of four children, all born in Covington’s Vineyard, Great Monie Creek, Somerset Coun-

ty, Maryland.
58

 

 

7. Elizabeth Covington; b. 1668
59

 

8. Ann Covington; b. 1672; d. 1775
60

 

9. Jeremiah Covington; b. 1675
61

 

10. Thomas Covington; b. 1670; d. 1709; m. Rachel Ingram
62

 

 

 Nehemiah Covington died in 1681.
63

  His second wife, Anne Ingram, died in 1678.
64

 

 

 Nehemiah’s will, dated 17 January 1679, and filed in Somerset County, Maryland, named 

his wife, Anne, as executrix “and sole legatee of estate real and personal.”
65

 

 

 Thomas Covington, the son of Nehemiah and Anne Ingram Coving-

ton, was born in 1670 in Covington’s Vineyard, Great Monie Creek, Somer-

set County, Maryland.
66

  He was a farmer and cattleman, and registered his 

quarter Circle C brand in Maryland in 1691.
67

 

 

 Thomas Covington married Rachel Ingram, daughter of James 

Ingram.  They were the parents of 3 children: 

 

1. Thomas Covington; b. 1691
68

 

2. Henry Covington; b. 1693; d. 1744; m. (1) Sarah Hawkins, (2) 

Mary Blackstone
69

 

3. Nehemiah Covington; b. 2 Dec 1708
70

 

 

 Thomas Covington died in Kent County, Maryland, in 1709.
71

  There is no record of 

when Rachel (Ingram) Covington died
a
. 

                                                 
a  There is a real possibility that she remarried, since Thomas died so young. 

 
Fig. 7 Somerset County, Maryland 

 
Fig. 8 “Quarter 

Circle above the C” 

brand of Thomas 

Covington 
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 Elbert E. Covington, of course, theorized that Henry Covington, above, was the same 

Henry Covington, below, and the first of our known lineage.  DaCosta Euclid Covington in 

Covingtons Remembered, provides us with the following additional information about Thomas 

Covington. 

 
 

 “Thomas Covington, son of Nehemiah and Anne Ingram, born 10 June 1670, married 

Rachel Ingram, daughter of Anne Ingram that married his father, Nehemiah.
a
  Thomas moved to 

Kent County, Md., and was elected to the General Assembly from Kent County.  Thomas Cov-

ington took oath from Kent County, 28 September 1708, witness William Frisby and Daniel 

Pearce. 

 

 “In colonial days, tobacco was allotted to planters by the number of plants set from a 

government tobacco bed.
b
  Thomas Covington was the official tobacco plant counter from Kent 

County. 

 

 “Thomas and wife Rachel were executors of the will of Robert Ingram, his brother-in-

law, 30 October 1707, Kent County.  Thomas was elected church warden of St. Paul’s Church, 

Kent County, 15 April 1705.  Thomas was elected vestryman, 6 April 1708.  Thomas was an 

active member in the Lower House of Assembly in the 1708, as late as December, according to 

the calendar of state papers.  He died intestate.
72

  His very long inventory of goods was taken 30 

May 1709, and Rachel his wife was appointed administrator.  In her bond,
73

 1709, she signed her 

name with an “R.” 

 

 “A deed in Talbot County, Maryland,
74

 for land called ‘Young’s Change’ ‘at ye head of 

Wye River to Andrew Lambert by Thomas and Rachel’ prove this Thomas as son of Nehemiah. 

 

 “In the account of Thomas we find that his wife got all his estate, but one son, Thomas, 

got horse and saddle.” 

 

 “I made a really good search of the records that I could find, and could not find any 

connection with Henry Covington of Queen Annes Co., Md., which I will write up later [below].  

Some genealogists have claimed Thomas the father of Henry of Queen Anne Co., Md., who died 

in 1744.”
75

 
 

 

 Recapping, Elbert E. Covington asserts that Henry Covington, below, was son of Thomas 

Covington (died 1709), but provides us with no proof of a relationship.  D. E. Covington obvi-

                                                 
a  This is just confused nonsense.  Thomas was supposedly Anne’s son by her second marriage to Nehemiah Covington.  

There is just no way that I believe Thomas married his half-sister. 
b  I think the author is a little confused about the above interpretation.  Tobacco planting was indeed regulated by the 

government (the King) by imposing quotas on the number of plants that could be grown.  That was what the official to-

bacco counter did — count the plants.  So far as I know, the plants were never obtained from a government tobacco bed, 

implying that the government operated the tobacco plant nurseries. 
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ously thoroughly researched (I have chosen not to provide this information) many more records 

of eastern shore Maryland, tracing the known descendants of Nehemiah.  He even found another 

Thomas Covington of Somerset County, who died in 1704, and traced his known descendants 

(apparently of no immediate relationship to Nehemiah or Kent County Thomas Covington).  Yet 

he concludes that Thomas of Kent County was probably not related to the Henry, below.  I am 

inclined to accept his conclusion, based primarily upon the extent of his obvious research. 

 

 But in Elbert E. Covington’s defense, it must be pointed out that Thomas Covington was 

of about the right age to have been Henry’s father, lived in the very near proximity, and was 

closely associated with the same St. Luke’s church.  This is pretty strong circumstantial evidence 

that they could have been father and son, or at least, were related.  The fact that Thomas died 

intestate, and at a fairly young age, indicates that minor children of Thomas, if he had any, might 

simply have been lost in the records.  For this reason, we have to also accept the possibility that 

Elbert E. Covington’s relationship — Thomas being the father of Henry — is valid, which is 

why I have included the above information. 

 

 DaCosta E. Covington provides us with yet another candidate for Henry’s father: 

 
 “Among the leaders of the Puritan faction was Edward Lloyd, the grandfather of Edward 

Lloyd that married Sarah Covington
a
 of Somerset County.  Richard Preston, a Presbyterian of the 

Puritans and a Captain in the battle with the Calverts is the connection with the Covingtons that is 

of prime importance here.  In 1650, Richard Preston was granted a tract of land in Kent County 

for transporting John Covington.
76

 

 “This does establish that there was a John Covington in Kent County, twelve years before 

Nehemiah was in Somerset.  Most of Kent County records for this period are lost, and the name 

of Preston turns up in Dorchester County records.  Therefore, Henry Covington, could be a de-

scendant of this John Covington.  This John Covington, coming from Virginia, could have left 

descendants in Virginia also.”
77 

 

 I warned the reader that our roots were muddled!  Elbert E. Covington’s hypothesis 

would be very credible were it not for DaCosta E. Covington’s research and information.  

DaCosta E. Covington offers us two hypotheses: John Covington above, and Peter Covington of 

Turvey, England, as being the father of Henry Covington (died 1744).  All are possible, and this 

dilemma illustrates the care that a researcher must take in examining all possibilities, rather than 

just grabbing the first name in the general proximity.  As stated above, I am inclined to accept 

that our Henry Covington (died 1744) was the son of Peter Covington of Turvey, England.  I am 

also inclined to think that the other Covington candidates were related in some way — cousins, 

uncles, etc. 

 

 

 

ccording to McSwain, Elbert E. Covington, and DaCosta 

Euclid Covington (we finally have agreement), the first (or 

                                                 
a  Sarah Covington was the granddaughter of Nehemiah Covington, above, which adds another intriguing possible clue to 

relationships. 

A 

 
Fig. 9 Queen Anne’s County, 

Maryland 
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next, depending upon the source) Covington of our lineage was Henry Covington of Queen 

Anne’s County, Maryland. 

 

 He was a farmer and a judge.
78

 

 
[Comment:  According to McSwain he was listed in the First Settlers List as coming from Kent County, Eng-
land to Maryland the “20th of Feb. 1670, with William Pettus, London Merchant.”79] 

 

 According to a personal letter from Mr. Elbert E. Covington, author of Covington and 

Kin,
80

 Henry Hampton Covington was married twice: first to Sarah Hawkins, and second to 

Mary Blackiston (daughter of John and Hannah Blackiston). 

 
[Comment:  Donna Gathings Gerrard provided family lineage charts for the Blackiston(e) family.  These 
same charts show Mary Blackiston(e)’s father as John Blackiston, who was married to Hannah ____, and 
who died in 1733 in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland.  John Blackiston was the son of Colonel Nehemiah 
Blackiston, who was born in England, and who on 6 May 1669, married Elizabeth Gerard.  Nehemiah 
Blackston died in 1693 in St. Mary’s County, Maryland.  Elizabeth Gerard, the daughter of Dr. Thomas 
Gerard and Susanne Showe, was born in England, and died in 1715 or 1716.] 

 
[Comment:  DaCosta E. Covington’s careful research could not identify the wife of our Henry Covington.  I 
will accept Elbert E. Covington’s conclusion that Henry, son of Thomas, and grandson of Nehemiah, married 
Sarah Hawkins and Mary Blackiston, but I do not now believe this was our Henry Covington!] 

 

 “Henry Covington in 1712, was living on his plantation ‘Providence,’
81

 laid out for Ste-

phen Tully and John Robinson in 1681.
82

  Henry Covington’s family attended St. Paul’s in Kent 

County, and St. Luke’s in Queen Anne’s County — many baptized or married there.  Colonel 

Thomas Dockery whose will in filed in Richmond County, North Carolina, was an Elder in St. 

Paul’s in 1751.
83

  This is the same church attended by Sarah Covington (b. 1683, will 1755), m. 

(1) Edward Lloyd in 1703, and m. (2) James Hollyday in 1721, and built the famous mansion 

house, ‘Readbourne.’”
84

 

 
[Comment:  There was a Jacob Covington who filed a will in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, in 1726.85  
This Covington may well have been related to Henry Covington, but in what manner is unknown.  His is a 
presence not documented in any of my other sources, and points to the fact that there were even more 
Covingtons in the area.] 

 

 Henry Covington appeared in the court records of 1729 (4th Tuesday in November) 

where he was among those paid a “bounty for squirrel heads.”
86

 

 

 “In 1744, Henry Covington purchased from John and James Tully, 156 acres of addition-

al land.”
87

 

 

 DaCosta E. Covington in Covingtons Remembered offers us the following information: 

 
 

 “Henry Covington in 1712, was living on his land called Providence
88

 purchased from Thomas 

and Catherine Purnell.  In 1727 he was elected Church Warden of St. Luke’s Church and in 1728, on 3 

October, signed a petition to establish the boundary of St. Paul’s Parish at a line down the branch of 

Tuckeehoe Creek called Mattis Smith Branch.  Many of his children were married or baptized at St. 
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Luke’s.  Henry Covington died in July of 1744.  His will, made 18 July 1744 and probated 31 July 1744, 

provided to son John the home plantation Providence and one half of 156 acres bought of John and 

James Tully in 1744; to son James one half of the same.  If James died without lawful issue then his part 

went to son William, and the other property was to be divided amongst the rest of his children (no names 

mentioned).  Sons John and Henry were joint and sole executors.  Witnesses were Charles Bradley, 

William Parker and George Bennett.  Nearest of kin were William and Nathaniel Covington, and under 

separate debts were James Walker, Richard Hawkins, Peter Covington, James Earl, James Barwick, 

Benjamin Covington and Thomas Hynson Wright.”
89

 
 

 
[Comment:  Note that he supposedly listed his next-of-kin as William and Nathaniel Covington (these were 
not in the will below; they are listed in the administrators’ papers, below, however).  These could only be a fa-
ther, brothers, and/or sons.  Then the reader’s attention should be drawn to the list of children of Thomas 
Covington, above, who Elbert E. Covington theorized was the father of Henry: neither of the sons was named 
William or Nathaniel.  This tends to support Mrs. Covington’s theory that Henry Covington was not the son of 
Thomas Covington unless the next-of-kin designation was for sons.] 

 

 A transcription of the full text of Henry Covington’s will is a follows: 

 
“In the name of God, Amen — This eighteenth day of July Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and forty 
four, I, Henry Coventon of Queens Ann County in the Providence of Maryland, Planter, being sick and weak in 
body but of perfect mind and memory, Thanks be given unto God, therefore calling unto mind the mortality of my 
body and that it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my last Will and Testament.  That is 
to say — principally and first of all — I Recommend my soul into the hands of God who gave it hoping for the 
remission of my sins through the merits of my Blessed Redeemer.  And my body I recommend to the earth to be 
Buried in decent and Christian Buriel at the discretion of my Executor herein after named, nothing doubting but I 
shall receive the same again at the General Resurrection by the mighty Power of Almighty God.  And as touching 
such worldly estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this Life, I Give Bequeath and Dispose of the same 
in the manner and form following: 

“IMPRIMIS — I give and bequeath unto my well beloved son, John Coventon, all that Tract or parcell of Land and 
plantation whereon I now Dwell, containing one hundred acres of Land, part of a tract of land called ‘Providence,’ to 
him and his heirs Forever. 

“Item — I also Give and bequeath unto my Son James Coventon Seventy-Eight acres of Land being part of the 
aforesaid Tract of Land called Providence as aforesaid the one half of one hundred and fifty-six acres which I Lately 
Bought of John and James Tulley.  The said Seventy-Eight acres of Land to begin one hundred and sixty perchesa 
west from the original Boundred Tree of the Original Tract called Providence, and running from the End of the said 
one hundred and sixty perches north one hundred and fifty perches and thence West, untill it meet, with the parcell 
of Land whereon I now Dwell; thence South one hundred and fifty perches with the same, then East to the 
Beginning, to him and his heirs forever. 

“Item — I Give and Bequeath unto my son John Coventon (above named) all the remaining part of the said one 
hundred and Fifty-six acres of Land after my son James’ is laid out thereof in manner, as aforesaid to him and his 
heirs forever. 

“Item — That should my son James Die without Lawful Issue of his Body Begotten that then the said Land to him 
bequeathed my will and Desire is shall decend unto my son William Coventon and his heirs forever. 

“Item — My will and desire that should my sons John and James be by anyways or means be deprived of their rights 
and possessions of the said Land between them Bequeathed which I bought of John and James Tulley as aforesaid 

                                                 
a  Perch — pole or rod = 5 ½ yards or 16 ½ feet. 
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that then my son James shall have an equal part of my personall estate.  Otherways he shall not have any part or 
parcell thereof but shall be Equally divided amongst the rest of my children. 

“Item — That whereas I have Bequeathed unto my son John part of a parcell of Land Lately Bought of John and 
James Tulley as before mentioned, it is nevertheless, it is nevertheless, upon this provise that my son John Shall fully 
satisfie and pay for his part and discharge my Estate from paying any part or parcell thereof.  Otherwise, upon his 
refusal, the said parcel of lands to him bequeathed shall descend to my son William and his heirs provided he shall 
pay for the same thereof. 

“Item — I constitute and appoint my Son John and Henry Coventon, Joynt and sole Executors of this my last Will 
and Testament revoking and disannuling all other and former will or wills, Testament or Testaments by me in any 
will made Ordaining this and Only this my last Will and Testament. 

“Signed and sealed, published his 

pronounced and Declared by the HENRY  X  COVENTON 
said Henry Coventon, as his Last mark 
Will and Testament.  Before us: 
 his 
Charles B. Bradley 
 mark 
 his 
William P. Parker 
 mark 
George B. Bennett 
 
Queens Anns County Charles Bradley, William Parker, 
the 31st July 1744 and George Bennett 
— the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing Will being duly and Solemnly sworn on the Holy Evangels of 
Almighty God depose and say that they saw the Testator Henry Coventon sign the same Will and heard him publish 
and declare it to be his last Will and Testament and at the time of his so doing he was to the best of them 
apprehension of sound and disposing mind and memory and the said Charles Bradley and William Parker made 
Oath as aforesaid that they made their respective marks as witnesses and the said George Bennett that he did 
subscribe his name as witness to the same Will in the presence of the Said testator and at his request which Oath was 
taken by the said witnesses in the presence of John Coventon, heir at law to the Testator, which said John Coventon 
did not object to the probate of the said Will. 

Before Wm. Tilghman, Deputy Comm’r, 
Queens Anns County”90 

 

 “The Administration papers of Henry Covington contained ten pages, and it is evident that he was 

a wealthy man for his day.  Some of the items of interest: one bed with drapes, rugs, etc., blankets, sheets, 

a number of other beds with bed linens and furnishings, lot of pewter, small porringers, mortar & pestle, 

brass clock, brass candlesticks, cannesters and candle box, linen and wool wheel, spoon moulds [sic], 

chafindish, large pine chests, 5 powder hors, bullet moulds, ‘Stillards,’ one servant man named James 

Kingowre, 7 cows, 11 sheep, 2 Bay mares and colt, 21 hogs, 2,400 lbs. tobacco, 11 barrels of corn, 8 

barrels of wheat, and many other items.
91

 

 “As executors John (X) Covington and Henry Covinton [sic] gave bond in the amount of £200, 

31 July 1744, with sureties James (X) Knotts and Charles (X) Bradley; wit. by George Bennett, William 

(P) Parker.  John Davis and Ambrose Wright made an inventory and appraised the personal estate at 

£120-5-6, 20 August 1744; William Coventon [sic] and Nathaniel Coventon are listed as ‘Next of Kinn’ 

and Edward Roe and Johnathan Arey as ‘Creditors.’  Certifying the inventory, ‘John Covinton made 

Oath on the holy Evangels of Almighty God’ while ‘Henry Covington (being one of the People called 
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Quakers) did sincerely solemnly and truly affirm and declare that the foregoing is a just and perfect 

Inventory...’  A supplementary inventory of additional property found and debts due the estate added up 

to £38-6-11 2/5, including 55 pounds tobacco each due from Peter and Benjamin Covington, and was 

returned to Court 25 July 1745.  This was also certified as above.”
92

 

 

 

 Covingtons Remembered only lists the first four children below, and does not name 

Henry Covington’s wife.  Covington and Kin lists Henry and Sarah Hawkins as the parents of 

the first six children listed below.  The other two children listed in My Folk may be presumed to 

be the children of Mary Blackstone, if indeed, he was married twice, and, indeed, if the authors 

have not mixed up their Henry Covingtons. 

 
[Comment:  Note that Henry Covington did not name any daughters in his will, and he probably had one or 
more, so we can presume that he probably had other children.  He does allude to other children, mentioning 
“the rest of my children.”  Was William, the son named in the will, the same as William, “next of kin”?  If so, 
then Nathaniel, another next-of-kin may also have been a son.  But the possibility exists that next-of-kin Wil-
liam and Nathaniel were brothers.  In this last case, we would have to delete Nathaniel from the list of chil-
dren below.  Where the other authors got the additional names, and how they deduced them as children, I 
haven’t the faintest clue.] 

 

1. John Covington; b. ca. 1710; d. ca. 1767; m. Mary Airey 13 Jul 1731 at St. Luke’s 

Church, Queen Anne’s Co., Md
93

 

2. James Covington; b. ca. 1713; d. 1768;
94

 m. Mary Scott (daughter of Nathaniel Scott
95

) at 

St. Luke’s on 23 Nov 1752
96

 (“He received 78 acres of ‘Providence’ from his father, and 

other gifts”)
97

 

3. Henry Covington; b. ca. 1716; d. 1766;
98

 m. Rachel Roe (daughter of Edward Roe of 

Kent Co., Md.) 19 Jan 1738
99

 

4.  William Covington; b. ca. 1720; d. bet. 7 Mar 1789 (will written) & Oct 1794 (will 

proved) in Richmond Co., N.C.
100

 (bur. Cartledge Creek Cem.
a
); m. (1) Sarah Newman at 

St. Luke’s in Jan 1742/3,
101

 (2) Rachel Thomas (recorded with land grant in Anson Coun-

ty, N.C., in 1768;
 102

 d. in Kentucky in 1827
103

) 

“In the name of God Amen.  I, William Covington of Richmond County in the State of North Carolina, 
planter, being very weak in body, but of sound mind and memory do make and ordain this my last will and 
testament in manner and form following, viz. 
 “Imprimis.  I give to my daughter Elizabeth my spoon moulds as a legacy. 
 “I give to my daughter Sarah Covington one cow and calf as a legacy. 
 “I give to my son Nathaniel Covington my wearing apparel as a legacy. 
 “I give to my son William Covington my large iron pot as a legacy. 
 “I give to my son John Covington one carpenters froe and drawing knife as a legacy, and I give and 
devise to my said son John his heirs and assigns forever a small parcel of land to be laid off from the north 
side of the land I now live on bounded by Baggots Branch on the north and with a small ditch formerly 
made by said son containing half an acre more or less. 

                                                 
a  From the intersection of U.S. #74 and U.S. #220 in Rockingham go west on #74 a distance of 1.9 miles.  Turn right on 

Cartledge Creek Rd.  Cartledge Creek Rd begins as state road # 1139.  After 1.2 miles #1139 runs into state road #1005 

(still Cartledge Creek road).  Approximately 4 miles from US #74, state road #1143 will be on the left; take #1143 and 

Cartledge Creek Baptist Church will be on the right some 300 yards down the road. 
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 “I give to my daughter Rachel Covington a feather bed as a legacy. 
 “I give to my daughter Pheby Covington a parcel of feathers which she has in her possession as a legacy. 
 “I give to my three sons Peter, James and Benjamin Covington one cow & calf each when they come of 
age, as a legacy. 
 “I give the child my wife now goes with one cow and calf as a legacy. 
 “I give to my son Asa Covington, his heirs forever all the remainder of my land and plantation whereon 
I now live containing eighty five acres, more or less, allowing my wife Rachel, to hold and enjoy the land 
and plantation till my said son arrives of age, and her third part thereof during her natural life. 
 “I give all the remainder of my estate to my wife Rachel.  Lastly, I constitute and appoint my said wife 
and my son John Covington my sole executors of this my last will and testament revoking and making void 
all other will or wills, and holding this and no other to be my last will and testament.  In witness whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 7th day of March 1789.  William Covington (seal)  Signed, sealed, 
& published in presence of us who are subscribing witnesses in presence of the testator and at his request.  
Hannah Colter (x her mark), John Covington (x his mark) and Thos. Dockery.  Proved at October Session 
1794 by T. Dockery.”

104
 

“William died in Richmond Co. and was probably buried at the Cartledge Creek old burial graves behind 

the church where there are several graves that are marked with iron stone markus [sic] with no lettering.  

Thomas Dockery is thought to be buried here also.”
105

 

[Comment:  This William Covington was the first William to migrate to North Carolina.  It is very easy to con-
fuse him with this nephew, William, below.  This William Covington also had a son, John, b. 1757, d. 28 Feb 
1797, m. Elizabeth Thomas, daughter of Robert and Mary Sands Thomas.106  This John Covington is very 
easy to confuse with our John Covington, below.] 

5. Nathaniel Covington; b. ca. 1721;
107

 d. ca. 1811 in New Castle Co., St. George Hundred, 

Delaware;
108

 m. Mary _____
109

 

“listed in adm. papers of Henry as ‘Nearest of kin.’  He exchanged ‘Hyndsley’s Plain’ with William Cov-

ington in 1754, for ‘Covington’s Necessity,’ which William had granted to him in 1748...”
110

 

6. Peter Covington;
 111

 m Sophia Scott 8 Jan 1741
112

 (daughter of Nathaniel Scott, and sister 

of Mary Scott who married James Covington
113

) 

[Comment:  DaCosta Covington provides information in Covingtons Remembered (and discussed above) 
that Peter Covington, though living with Henry Covington, was probably not his son.  Whoever, he was he 
was sentenced in 1725 to Newgate Prison, in England, and was transported to America in that same year.  
He was mentioned in Henry’s estate records as owing Henry, so he must have survived Henry.] 

7. Benjamin Covington; b. ca. 1722; d. 1766;
114

 m. Elizabeth _____ about 1740 (she later 

married Thomas Sands [Chapter 9])
115

 

8. Sarah Covington; b. ca. 1725;
116

 

[Comment:  In McSwain’s My Folks, it is asserted that Sarah Covington married William Richardson 27 Nov 
1757 at St. Luke’s. 117  DaCosta E. Covington’s Covingtons Remembered, however, states, “Sarah Cov-

ington, born about 1725, is not the one that married William Richardson.  It is believed that Sarah 

Hooper, in 1775, willed to Sarah Covington, now of North Carolina, daughter of John and Hanna 

Covington, 25 pounds in silver, may be this Sarah.  William Hooper may have married this Sarah 

or the widow of John, that married Mary Airey.  Sarah Hooper’s grave at Third Haven, Easton, 

Maryland, was the first that I saw on my visit there.”
118 
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he next member of our lineage was John Covington, born about 1710, the son of Henry 

Covington.  He married Mary Airey at St. Luke’s Church, Church Hill, Maryland, on 13 

July 1731.
119

 

 
[Comment: Unsubstantiated information I received via the Internet is that Mary Airey’s parents were “Joseph 
Airey b. abt 1685 in Talbot, MD and Mary Baynard b. abt 1686, same place.  They married 11/10/1708.  
Their children are shown as:  Mary, b. abt 1710, Jonathan b. abt 1712, and David b. about 1714.  There pos-
sibly were others.”120 

 And another, published, source121 states that Joseph Arey, brother of David Arey of Talbot County, 
married Jane Clark (b. ca. 1688), widow of Benjamin Parratt.  This Joseph Arey did have a daughter named 
Mary.  But this source also names another Joseph Arey of Talbot County, who married Mary Baynard 10 sep 
1708, who also had a daughter named Mary.  Finally, this source states that the Mary Airey who married 
John Covington 13 July 1731 is “unplaced” (probably meaning that the authors could not determine which 
Joseph Arey/Airey was the father of Mary.] 

 

 He was a stone mason and survey-

or.
122

 

 

 He lived on his inherited planta-

tion, Providence, and “in 1753 purchased 

from John and Elizabeth Thomas, and 

Mary Rowland, widow of Thomas Row-

land, 257 acres, known as ‘Rowland’s 

Hazard,’ which was formerly a part of 

Providence.
123

 

 

 In 1757, a deed was signed by both 

Mary (Airey) Covington and Mary (Scott) 

Covington (wife of John’s brother, James) 

for the 156 acres of land jointly inherited 

from Henry Covington, the father of John and James Covington.
124

 

 
 

 “John Covington, Sr., son of Henry, died in Maryland at ‘Providence’ in 1767.
125

  His 

wife, Mary (Airey) Covington was still living at that time, and all children received the equiva-

lent of $100.00 in silver, as well as personal property.  The oldest, James, and John, Jr., received 

the estate lands.  His will was witnessed by Colonel Thomas Dockery, William Price, and John 

Davis...  John Covington, Jr., was sole Executor, although James Covington was the eldest.
126

  

James Covington, Jr., signed the Distribution papers in 1757.  The estates, ‘Providence’ and 

‘Rowland’s Hazard’ were divided, ‘equal in quantity and quality,’ between John, Jr., and James 

Covington.  (The rent roll of this estate shows John Covington, Jr., selling 90 acres to C. C. 

Routh on 21 September 1769 — and about this time he left for North Carolina with his father-in-

law, Colonel Thomas Dockery.  On 14 December 1769, they are filing for land grants and buying 

land in Anson County, N.C., ‘east of the Pee Dee, on Cartledge  Creek.’).
127

 

 

T 

 
Fig. 10 St. Luke (built 1730-31), Church Hill, Queen 

Anne’s County, Maryland 
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 “John (X) Covington’s bond as executor of his father’s estate is dated 14 May 1767, co-

bondsmen James (T) Covington (identified as ‘Junr’ in the final account) and William Price, and 

wit. by John Davis, Thomas Dockery.  The elder John Covington’s personal estate was appraised 

at £82-10-0 by John Davis and Basil Warfield, 22 May 1767.  Kin are named as Benjamin 

Coventon and James Coventon; creditors are Joseph Haslett and Charles Goldsborough, sheriff.  

Executor John Covington’s accounts showed £86-8-4 ‘to be disposed according to Law and the 

Deceased’s will ... Representatives of said Deceased are Sarah Covington the Widow & Ten 

Children Vizt James, John, Henry, Benjamin, Mary, Elizabeth.  Of Age — William, Rebecca, 

Simon, Sarah — under Age.’
128

  ...If this deceased John Covington is the one who married a 

Mary Airey... his above-named Widow Sarah must be considered a second or third wife...”
129

 
 

 

 In DaCosta E. Covington’s Covingtons Remembered, he recounts that Sarah Covington, 

granddaughter of John Covington (daughter of his son, John) was remembered in the will of 

Sarah Hopper: 

 
“She was remembered in the will of Sarah Hopper, wife of Col. William Hopper of Queen Annes 

Co., Md.  Sarah Hopper’s will of 1775, Queen Annes Co., Md., Liber 40, Folio 270 Half of 

Records — ‘Sarah Covington dau. of John and Hannah Covington now of Carolina Twenty five pounds 
Current Money, which Said Sum May be paid to her father whose receipt Shall be Sufficient discharge to 
My Executors for payment there of.’ 

“Sarah Hopper is buried at the Third Haven Church, Easton, Md., near the Old Church. 

“In John Covington’s will that married Mary Airey at St. Luke’s he calls his wife Sarah, which 

may have been a second wife, and this Sarah Hopper may have been his second wife and married 

William Hopper after John Covington died in 1767.”
130

 

 

 A transcript of the will of John Covington is provided below. 

 

WILL OF JOHN COVINGTON 

“Made 30 April 1767, probated 11 May 1767 

“In the Name of God Amen I John Covington of Queen Ann’s County in the Province of Maryland being Sick and 
Weak in Body but of Sound and Disposing mind and Memory thanks be given to God for the Same, Do make this 
my Last Will and Testament in manner and form following, Viz:- 

“Whereas I have a good Right and Possession of part of two tracts of Land lying together, one called Providence 
and the other called Rowlands Hazzard.  Imprimis I give and Bequeath all my Right and Title of the aforesaid Lands 
to my two Sons James Covington and John Covington and said Lands to be Equally Divided in Quantity by running 
an East Line across the said Lands and all that part of said Lands lying Southward of the said East Line I give to my 
Son James and his Heirs forever.  And all the Land Lying Northward of the said East Line I give to my Son John 
and his Heirs for ever.  But if my Son James should Die without leaving Lawful issues, then I give his part to my Son 
Benjamin and his heirs forever. 

“Item:  I give to my three Sons James Covington John Covington and Henry Covington five shillings Current Money 
to each of them being in full of their Part of my Personal Estate. 

All the Rest and Remaining part of my Personal Estate after my just Debts paid and my Wifes thirds taken out, I 
leave to be equally Divided to and amongst my Seven Children, Viz: Mary, Benjamin, Elizabeth, William, Rebeccah, 
Simon, and Sarah.  And Lastly I Constitute and appoint my Son John Covington to be my whole and Sole Executor 
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of this my Last Will and Testament hereby revoking and making void all former Will or Wills by me made and 
holding this and non other to be my last Will and Testament. 

“In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal the thirteenth day of April Anno Domini One 
thousand Seven hundred and Sixty Seven. 

Signed Sealed Published and Declared his 

to be the Last Will of John Covington John  X  Covington (Seal) 
In Presence of  mark 
  Tho Dockery 
  William Price 
  John Davis”131 
 
At the foot of the aforegoing Will was thus Written, Viz. 
Queen Ann’s County The 14th May 1767 – 
“Subscribing Witnesses to the foregoing Will being duly and Solomnly Sworn on the Holy Evangels of Almighty 
God do depose and say that they saw the Testator John Covington Sign the Same and heard him Publish and declare 
it to be his Last Will and Testament that at the time of his so doing he was to the best of their apprehension of 
Sound and Disposing mind and Memory and that they did Subscribe their Respective names as Witnesses to the 
same Will in the presence of the said Testator and at his request, which same Depositions were taken in the presence 
of James Covington Eldest Son and Heir at Law to the Testator which same James Covington did not Object to the 
Probate of the said Will.”132 

 

 John and Mary (Airey) Covington were the parents of ten children: 

 
[Comment:  Almost all of the children below were listed in White’s Covington Cousins (and Pannill’s The 
Roster of Texas Daughters Revolutionary Ancestors, Vol I), as the children of the William Covington 
“who migrated to North Carolina from Essex County, Virginia.”  We have already established that William 
Covington did not come from Essex Co., Va.!  The parents of these children, and their lineage, is the biggest 
discrepancy between the earliest sources and the later sources.] 

 

1.  John Covington, Jr.; b. ca. 1733 in Queen Anne’s County, Md.; d. 1803-1809 in Rich-

mond County, N.C.; m. (1) Hannah Dockery 8 Oct 1758 at St. Luke’s Church, Queen 

Anne’s County, Maryland,
133

 (2) Nancy Wall [Chapter 4] ca. 1770 in Anson County, North 

Carolina. 

[Comment:  See William Covington, below, for evidence that John was older than William, a fact that has 
been lost to most of the authors.] 

2.  William Covington; b. ca. 1732
134

/after 1735;
135

 d. 13 Apr 1778 

“…served as Lieut. in N.C. Continental line, entered 28 March 1777.  His record in Society of 

Cincinnati, Raleigh, N.C., also voucher 781, Military Land Warrant No. 1828.  He was granted 

300 acres of land in Anson County, at old Morven, 1771, when North Carolina was still a part of 

the British colony.  His military Warrant called for 2,560 acres of land in Tennessee which was 

sold to General Henry William Harrington.”136 

“Only one patent was obtained by William Covington
a
 in Anson County (none in Richmond).  This was for 

300 acres ‘On the S.W. side of Pedee River … On the Wn side of the Long branch of Jones Creek,’ surveyed 12 

January 1771 by Robert Jarman, with William and Benjamin Covington chainmen.  Patent was issued 22 

January 1773.
137

 

                                                 
a  Younger brother of John. 
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“A William Covington was a Lieutenant by 1 Jan 1777 in the 4
th

 Reg’t, N.C. Continental Line.  From 28 

March 1777 he was mustered as Adjutant; his service was terminated by death 13 April 1778.
138

  On 13 

Dec 1785 a duplicate Land Warrant No. 1828, ‘in place of the original warrant lost in June by Robert 

Webb’, was issued to ‘The Heir of William Coventon a Subaltern in the line of this State’ for 2560 acres ‘within 

the limits of the lands [in present Tennessee] reserved by Law, for the Officers and Soldiers, in the continental line of 

this state.’  On the back is this undated assignment:  ‘I John Covington of Richmond County in the State of 
North Carolina Heir at Law of Wm Covington deceased, my younger brother, late a Subaltern in the Line of this 

State do indoresed [sic] & assign my full right and title to the within Land Warrant to Henry Willm Harrington;’ 

signed by John Covington, witnessed by Robert Webb.
139

  If this William Covington (d. 13 April 1778) 

left a widow or children or grandchildren, they were all dead by 1785.  So older brother John was 

William’s heir-at-law, in accordance with the English Common Law that governed inheritances in N.C. in 

1778. 

“John Covington of Richmond County made his will on 12 March 1803 (proved in January Court 1809), 

naming his second wife Nancy (born Wall), four children by his first marriage (to Hannah Dockery), and 

nine children by the second marriage.  To three of his younger sons — William, Henry, and Thomas — 

John Covington left 300 acres of land in Anson County, without relating descent of title.  However, these 

three youths (all apparently minors in February 1807) were old enough in December 1809 to give a valid 

deed for their inheritance.  The land was then identified as ‘granted unto William Covington & devised by John 

Covington Senr by his last will & Testament unto the said Wm, Henry & Thomas Covington.’  Also, this 300 acre 

tract is further described as ‘surveyed by Robert German [sic, a reasonable transliteration of Jarman] on the 

12
th

 January 1771.’  The metes and bounds description that immediately followed is identical with that of 

the survey for William Covington in 1771 and the grant to him of 1773.
140

 

“In September 1816 in Richmond County Court:  ‘Ordered that Benjamin H. Covington be approved admr on the 
estate of Wm Covington who died in the Service of his country in the Revolutionary War  gave Bond and Security 

agreeable to law.’141
  Among loose court papers from Richmond County in the N.C. Archives:  ‘The return of 

Benjamin H. Covington Administrator of the Estate of William Covington decd a soldier in the revolutionary W-r; 
Which return is as follows.  to Wit.  No Money property or effects of any denomination Whatever has Come to my 
hands belonging to the estate of the deceased, but Calculate upon obtaining some claims against the State for his 
Military services at some future day, which when Obtained will be subject to a future report  Given under my hand 

this 12th December 1816  B.H. Covington Adm.’
142

  The compiler is not aware of other than one William 

Covington dying in military service during the Revolution.  We may presently assume that the near 

relatives were simply initiating a further check to see if additional State or Federal benefits were available 

to the heirs of a man who died in military service.”
143

 

 [Comment:  I believe that this was the second William Covington to migrate to North Carolina (the first was 
his uncle, William — see above).] 

[Comment:  The following reference was found to a William Covington in an Anson County history, describ-
ing the town of Morven, North Carolina (just 4 miles from the South Carolina border, on US 52, between 
Wadesboro, NC, and Cheraw, SC). 

“MORVEN (341 alt., 601 pop.), comprises both an old town and the new one that grew up around the station 
2 miles east when the railroad was built there.  Old Morven, originally called Sneedsboro, began about 1800 
when William Covington built a tavern at a junction on a stagecoach routea.  Theodosia Burr is reported to 
have been brought here by her father, Aaron Burr, to meet her fiancè, later Gov. Joseph Allston of S.C.  In its 
OLD SCOTCH GRAVEYARD are buried Covingtons, McKenzies, Fergusons, McReas, and McKays.  On his 
way to Camden, S.C., and defeat, Gen. Horatio Gates stopped here for three days in Aug., 1780.”144] 

3. Henry Covington; b. ca. 1736; d. 1805; m. Elizabeth Sands
145

 [Chapter 9] 

                                                 
a  The William Covington who built a tavern there “about 1800” could not have been the William Covington who received 

a grant for the land.  And it could not have been William Wall Covington who eventually received title to the land if the 

above account is correct.  I therefore think the William Covington who built a tavern there “about 1800” was from one of 

the other branches of the family. 
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[Comment:  Two daughters of Henry Covington and Elizabeth Sands married sons of John Covington, Hen-
ry’s brother: Mary Covington married William Wall Covington; Sarah (“Sallie”), married Matthew P. Coving-
ton; one son of Henry Covington, Samuel Covington, married a daughter, Hannah Covington, of John Cov-
ington. 

[Comment:  There is confusion as to the wife of Henry Covington.  See below for a possible explanation.] 

4. James Covington; d. in 1767 in Maryland;
146

 “never married”
147

 

5. Benjamin H. Covington; b. ca. 1746, d. 1813;
148

 m. Frances Moorman
a
 1777 (6 Mar 

1780
149

) in Anson Co., N.C. [listed with the DAR as “serving as Private from North Carolina.”]
150

 

“1777, 9 , 6.  Fanny Coventon (form Moreman) dis mou.”
151

 

“Twenty-five years after Daniel Boone had laid out his trail from North Carolina to Herrodstown, Ken-

tucky, the family of Benjamin (with exception of Benjamin, Jr. and Hannah) moved to Warren County, Ken-

tucky to find a new home.  They located in the slightly rolling country then known as ‘the Barrens,’ just out 

of Bowling Green.  This section had been passed up by the earlier pioneers, but the Covingtons knew good 

soil, having lived close to the land since coming to America.  The Barrens were not barren of vegetation.  

On the contrary, they were a land of grass and flowers, and the fields were watered with streams and 

springs.  The Covingtons passed through the Cumberland Gap and along the Boone trail until they were on 

the north side of the headwaters of the Green River.  Then they pursued the Trace ordinarily followed be-

tween the Kentucky settlements (Herrodsburg and Lexington) and the Cumberland settlements (Nashville) 

until they reached the old station of Greensburg.  There they crossed the river and coming through the 

‘barrens’ of Metcalf, Barren and Warren Counties, they crossed the Barren River just below the mouth of 

Drake’s Creek.  There they found spread before their eyes what was to be the home of this Covington Clan 

of Kentucky for many years....”
152

 

Confusion comes to us from all angles.  The following comes from John H. Wheeler’s Historical Sketches 

of North Carolina: 

“General Benjamin H. Covington, son of John and Mary (Airey) Covington, was a surveyor, and in Rich-

mond County, N.C., served in the House of Commons, 1785-86.  He was elected as a delegate to the Con-

stitutional Convention in 1788, along with John McAllister, Edward Williams, Charles Robertson.”
153

 

General Benjamin H. Covington was not the son of John and Mary (Airey) Covington!  Rather he was the 

son of Benjamin H. Covington, Sr. and Frances Moorman, and therefore the grandson of John and Mary 

(Airey) Covington.  Coincidentally, General Benjamin H. Covington married (7 Feb 1804) Jane, daughter 

of John Wall,
154

 and niece of the Nancy Wall who married John Covington. 

6.  Rebecca Covington; b. ca. 1751;
155

 m. Col. Thomas Crawford 6 Mar 1780
156

 (b. 1751, d. 

ca. 1789)
157

 

“In his will of 1789 he named his brothers in law John Wall Sr., who married Martha Crawford…, Major 

William Wall who married Lucy Crawford, William Love who died before 1794 and married Molly Craw-

ford, John Covington, who was brother of Rebecca (Covington) Crawford, and Henry Covington, who was 

also a brother.”
158

 

“State of North Carolina, Richmond County.  In the name of God, Amen.  I, Thomas Crawford, being 
weak in body, but of sound disposing mind and memory, and calling to mind the uncertainty of this 
transitory life, and knowing that it appointed for all mankind once to die, I therefore make and ordain this 
to be my last will and testament, revoking and disannulling all other wills and testaments by me heretofore 
made and appointing this only to stand as my last will and testament in manner and form following. 
 “Imprimis.  I give my soul to God who gave it, trusting in the merits of Jesus Christ as for my 
redemption, and my body to the earth to be decently interred at the discretion of my executor hereafter 

                                                 
a  Frances Moorman was a daughter of Thomas & Sarah Moorman as proved by Thomas’ 1782 Richmond County will.  

Frances was a sister of Agnes Moorman, the latter who married John Wall as his first wife. 
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named, and as to what worldly goods it has pleased God to bestow upon me to be disposed of in the 
following manner: 
 “My will and desire is that the land whereon I now live be sold, or exchanged for some other 
convenient place of a healthy situation of equal value.  If it can not be exchanged for but sold, the money 
arising from the sale to purchase a place for my wife and children to live on until a sale or exchange to be 
done at the direction of my executors hereafter named if they think it most expedient.  I do hereby 
empower them to make deeds of conveyance for the same as amply as I myself could do. 
 “I do give unto my beloved wife Rebecca Crawforda two Negroes to wit, one Negro woman named 
Barb, and one Negro boy named Bob, one feather bed, and furniture, one Bay horse and saddle.  The two 
Negroes aforesaid to be for the use of my wife during her natural life, and at her death, them and their 
increase to return to my children to be equally divided amongst them. 
 “I give all the rest and residue of my estate both real and personal to my five children, Mastin 
Crawford, Ann Crawford, John Crawford, William Crawford and Thomas Crawford, Jr.b, and the child 
that my wife is now big with, equally to be divided amongst them, share and share alike when my son 
Mastin Crawford comes of age twenty one years. 
 “Also, it is my desire that all my just debts be paid, and for that purpose my desire is that my Vampeer 
filly be put in order for sale and sold. 
 “And lastly, I appoint my brothers-in-law as executors to this my last will and testament, to wit, John 
Wallc, William Walld, John Covingtone, Benny Covingtonf and William Love & my wife Rebeckah 
Crawford, whom I nominate & ordain as executor aforesaid.  Sealed with my seal and dated this eleventh 
day of November Anno Dom 1788.  Thos. Crawford.  Signed, sealed and declared by Thomas Crawford 
the testator hereof to be his last will and testament in the presence of us.  Sarah Crawford (x her mark) & 
Elizabeth Covingtong (x her mark), Ann Covingtonh (x her mark).  Proved January 1789 by the oaths of 

Ann and Elizabeth Covington.  Test. Wm. Love.”159 

There is confusion as to why Thomas Crawford named John Wall as a brother-in-law.  The most obvious 

answer is that John Wall married a sister of Thomas Crawford (as did John’s brother, William).  However, 

as proved in the Wall family history [Chapter 4], John Wall married Martha Cole in 1781 as his second 

wife.  One hypothesis to help explain this obvious conflict is the possibility that Martha was née a Craw-

ford, and the sister of Thomas Crawford, and she had earlier married a Cole – i.e., it was John Wall’s se-

cond marriage, and it might have been her second marriage as well.  In the John Wall Family Bible she 

died in 1844 at the age of 86, so she was born about 1758.  When she married John Wall in 1781 she was 

about 23 years old. 

                                                 
a  In the cited source Rebecca Crawford is footnoted as: “She was formerly Rebecca Covington, dau. of William Covington 

& Nancy Wall of Virginia.  RCR McLaurin.”  No!  She was the daughter of John and Mary (Airey) Covington, and she 

was the sister of the John Covington who married Nancy Wall. 
b  “Thomas Crawford Jr. (1788-1845) m. ca. 1811 Harriet Wall (1789-1842) dau. of Col. John Wall and Martha Cole.” 
c  This is the same John Wall (1746-1831) whose will is provided in the Wall family history – the son of John and Ann 

(Poythress) Wall. 
d  This is the brother of John Wall, and son of John and Ann (Poythress) Wall, whose will is provided in the Wall family 

history. 
e  This is the John Covington who married Nancy Wall, daughter of John and Ann (Poythress) Wall, and sister of John and 

William Wall. 
f  This is Benjamin H. Covington Sr., younger brother of John Covington. 
g  This could be either 1) Elizabeth (Sands) Covington, wife of Henry Covington, the latter of whom was the brother of 

Rebecca Covington; or 2) it could be Elizabeth (Bennett) Covington, wife of Simon Covington, the latter of whom was 

the youngest brother of Rebecca Covington; or most likely, 3) it was Elizabeth Covington (who married Thomas Everett) 

and who was the full sister of Rebecca Covington. 
h   I do not know who Ann Covington was, unless “Ann” was a nickname for “Nancy” and this was Nancy (Wall) Coving-

ton, wife of John Covington. 
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7. Elizabeth Covington; b. ca. 1742;
160

 d. 1820; m. Thomas Everett (b. 14 Mar 1742 in 

Queen Anne’s County, Md.,
161

 d. Jan 1837 in Richmond Co., NC) 

“In 1779, Benjamin Covington sold to Thomas Everett 325 acres of land near Rockingham, N.C., for 37 

pounds silver.  Their old plantation home, built in 1822 by son, John Everett, still standing today, three 

miles N. of Rockingham, near the Dockery brick house, which was built in 1830.”
162

 

“January 1837 ... D[ied] in Richmond county on the 6
th

, Mr. Thomas Everett, aged 96 years, 11 months, a 

revolutionary soldier.”
163 

8. Mary Covington; b. 7 Sep 1738;
164

 bapt. at St. Luke’s 25 Apr 1741 in Queen Anne’s Co., 

Md.; m. Capt. William Hunter
165

 in Maryland. 

“...came to North Carolina after 1767, and settled near her brother, Henry Covington.  They bought two 

lots, one on the square, in the baby town of Rockingham in 1788.”
166 

9. Sarah Covington; b. ca. 1752; m. Rev. Daniel Thomas
167

 

“both born in Maryland”
168

 

“He was son of Simon Thomas, born 10 July 1712 in Talbot Co., Md., died 1744.  Simon was son of 

Tristrana Thomas who married Rebecca (?) and 2
nd

 Susanna Sands, a daughter of Robert Sands.”
169 

10. Simon Covington; b. after 1741 in Maryland; m. Elizabeth Bennett (daughter of Rev. 

William Bennett and Nancy Huckston)
170

 

“...had land grant in Anson County, North Carolina, 1780, on Cattail Branch of Gum Swamp, now Rich-

mond Co.”
171

 

 

 Before beginning the North Carolina history of the Covington family, it is appropriate at 

this time to debunk a pernicious myth that affected almost all of the early Covington researchers 

and their conclusions.  In one of those frequently found and cited references available in most 

good genealogical libraries, William Montgomery Clemens states in his North and South Caro-

lina Marriage Records...: 

 
“[Married]  Covington, William and Mary Wall, 26 July 1750, Anson Co., N.C.”

172
 

 

 This reference book was originally published in 1927, and has since been republished at 

least once.  One problem is that the author provided no source for his information, and in the 

introduction did not even discuss generally where he might have obtained his information, leav-

ing the door open to the possibility that some of his data may have come from family lore and 

second sources.  But there are several aspects of the above assertion that are troubling and appear 

to be problematic, starting with the exact date of marriage provided above. 

 

 Anson County was formed in 1750
a
 from Bladen County.  It’s courthouse was burned in 

1868, and all marriage records were destroyed in this fire.  No known church records exist from 

this early a date in Anson County.  So if there are no county records or church records from 

which to obtain such a date, I think the only other possibility might be a Family Bible that might 

have recorded such an exact date, and, needless to say, none has been found.  Since we cannot 

verify the above marriage through marriage records, one should be able to verify at least the 

                                                 
a  Interestingly enough I cannot find a more exact date for the formation of Anson County. 
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parties’ presence in Anson County on that date, but such is not the case: neither a Covington 

family nor a Wall family can be found in Anson County records at that early a date. 

 

 The second record
a
 of a Covington in the area involves, interestingly enough, a William 

Covington, but this William Covington. born about 1720, son of Henry Covington, is now 

known to have been the uncle of our John Covington (below).  William had married Sarah 

Newman in Maryland as his first wife, and Rachel Thomas as his second wife.  His will is pro-

vided above. 
 

“THIS INDENTURE made this twenty fifth day of Janry. in the year one thousand seven hundred & sixty 
eight Between John Long & Mary Long his wife of the Province of North Carolina & County of Anson 
Blacksmith of the one part & William Coventon of the province & County afsd. Gent. of the other part 
WITNESSETH that the sd John Long & Mary Long his wife for and in consideration of the sum of 
Twenty Pounds Proclamation money to him in hand paid by the sd William Coventon at or before the 
ensealing and delivery hereof the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged have bargained sold aliened 
enfeoffed & confirmed ... unto the sd William Coventon ... all that tract or parcel of land situate in the 
County afsd on the North East side of P D River beginning at a white oak on the south side of Baggots 
Branch a branch of Cartledges Creek ... containing 150 acres as appears by his Maj. Letter Pattent dated 5th 
day of December 1760 granted to Abraham Baggot of Anson County & conveyed by the sd Abraham 
Baggot to the sd John Long by Deed dated 11th day of October 1762 ... whereof the sd John Long & Mary 
Long to these presents have hereunto interchangeably set their hands and affixed their seals the day & year 
first above written. 
Sealed & Delivered John Long 

in the presence of Mary  X  Long 
Charles Hines 
John Cundall 
“North Carolina }  April Term 1769 
Anson County }  The within Deed was proved in open Court by the oath of Charles Hines and 
entered of record in due form of Law.  Ordered that the same be registered. 
  Teste.  Saml. Spencer Cl. Ct.”173

 

 

 One would think that if a William Covington married a Mary Wall in 1750 in Anson 

County that her Wall family would at least be present in the area on that date.  But the earliest 

record of a Wall who settled in the area is a land grant to John Wall made on 16 December 1769 

for 80.9 acres on Cartledges Creek
174

 (which was located in what is now Richmond County, and 

on the same Cartledges Creek that the Covington clan settled).  A land entry and a warrant for 

400 acres were issued to John Wall, Jr. on 27 September 1756 for 400 acres in Anson County, 

but this land was never surveyed.
175

  The John Wall of the warrant was the father of the John 

Wall of the 1769 patent.  The former died in 1757 (probably explaining why the land was never 

surveyed), and the latter was not born until about 1746. 

 

 In short, I am forced to conclude that the alleged marriage of William Covington to Mary 

Wall in 1750 in Anson County is a completely bogus record, but it has confused a lot of the early 

researchers of the two families who did not bother to check out the plausibility of the record. 

                                                 
a  Most of the Covington histories I have seen claim that William’s purchase was the first Covington record in Anson 

County (later to become Richmond County).  But it was Henry Covington who actually made the first purchase – on 18 

December 1767.  This record is provided below, in the Henry Covington section. 
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ohn Covington, Jr., was the son of John, Sr., and Mary (Airey) Covington.  He was born 

about 1733 in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland.  He first married Hannah Dockery, daughter 

of Colonel Thomas Dockery on 8 October 1758 at St. Luke’s Church, Church Hill, Mary-

land,
176

 and later married Nancy Wall [Chapter 4] about 1770 in Anson County, North Carolina.
177

  

He lived on a plantation about five miles north of Rockingham, later called “Nancy’s Level” for 

his second wife.
178

 
 

 “John Covington, Jr., sold 90 acres of his inheritance, ‘One-half of Providence, and one-half 

of Rowland’s Hazard,’ on 21 September 1769, to C. C. Routh,
179

 and came to North Carolina 

with his father-in-law, Colonel Thomas Dockery, of Queen Anne’s County, Maryland...
180

 

 “According to the land deed that John Covington sold in Maryland, it must have been in Sep-

tember that this party set out for North Carolina.  14 December 1769, finds Colonel Thomas 

Dockery having surveyed a tract of land on Mountain Creek of 395 acres...”
181

 

 
 “Thomas Dockery was a Presbyterian Elder or Pastor in Queen Anne County.  John and Wil-

liam were listed as members in 1760 when a collection was taken of all churches for the suffering 

from a fire in Boston, Mass.”
182

 

 

 According to White’s Covington Cousins, John Covington “was a mute.”
183

  In another 

reference, Covington’s, Covington and Kin, it was asserted that his wife, Hannah Dockery, was 

the “mute,” which is more probable.  DaCosta E. Covington in his Covingtons Remembered 

states that it was Hannah who was the mute.
184

 

 

 The following set of documents is really 

quite remarkable for the information they yield.  

We learn (1) that Thomas Dockery and his extend-

ed family came to North Carolina in 1769, (2) that 

our John Covington was the son-in-law of Thomas 

Dockery, and (3) the names and ages of the chil-

dren of John Covington, and (4) that Hannah 

Dockery, wife of John Covington, by not being 

named, can be presumed to have died in Maryland 

prior to making the move to North Carolina. 

 
 

“WHEREAS THOMAS DOCKERY OF QUEEN ANNE COUNTY In the Province of Maryland 
Farmer aged about fifty years having an inclination to remove himself & family out of this Province and to 
settle elsewhere hath requested us to certify our knowledge of his life & behaviour in order that any 
strangers amongst whom he may hereafter incline to settle may receive him with civility & not a person fled 
from justice we the subscribers do therefore inform all persons whom these presents may concern that the 
sd Thos. Dockery has from his youth hitherto resided in this County except in the years seventeen hundred 
forty five & seven when he was in his Majestys Service on an expedition against Canady & that he has 
discharged various services in society and also has executed several offices civil & military in all which we 
have understood he behaved himself well & faithfully discharged his duty & in general has supported the 

J 

 
Fig. 11 Richmond County, North Carolina 

(created from Anson County in 1779) 
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character of a peaceable neighbour and a punctual observer of his engagements given under our hand the 
29th day of March in the year of our Lord seventeen hundred & sixty nine. 
William Harper Thomas Wright James Holliday Anthony McCullock 
John Smith Turbert Wright James Earley Thomas Ringgold 
John Brown John Thompson Emony sudler Perrygren Telghman 
George Garnett Richard Mason Thomas Clayland Richard Earlis 
Benjamin Gould Robert Lloyd Thos. Wright 
Queens Anns County to wit I hereby certify whom it doth concern that William Harper John Smith John 
Brown George Garnett Benjamin Gould Thomas Wright Turburt Wright John Thompson Richard Mason 
Esqr. who subscribed the above instrument of were at the time of subscribing the same and still are the right 
honable the Lord Prionne his justices of the Peace for Queens Anns County duly & legally constituted 
qualified & sworn & that due faith & credit is and ought to be given then as such in testimony whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand & affixed the public seal of the County aforesaid this 4th day of April A.D. 
1769.  Pg. Telghmen Clk. of Q.A. C.M.”

185
 

 

“Whereas the within named Thomas Dockery hath applied to us the elders of the Presbyterian 
congregation in Queens Anns County for an appendix the within certification there fore in Justice and 
Brotherly love to him the sd. Thos. 
 “We the remaining Elders of sd congregation do hereby certify that the sd Thomas was one of the first 
Elders elected in this congregation in the year seventeen hundred & fifty three  Thos. at the same times he 
served as a victory man in the established church and that the next year he was chosen Treasurer for the 
aforesd congregation & that he has discharged the several duties thereof with strict justice & fidelity 
according to his ability as will for the good of mankind in general as for the credit and advantage of this 
congregation in particular and that he has been an example of Temperance and moderation & a worthy 
pattern of Liberality on charitable & religious occasions in many instances not only in our own County but 
elsewhere & has been one of the most useful members in our Society given under our hands the sixth day of 
April A.D. 1770. James Kirby 
  Thomas Lands [sic – Sands] 
  Gilbert Reed 
  John Bastick 
“This is to certify whom it may concern that James Finley Thomas Sandsa Gilbert Reed & John Bostick 
subscribers to the aforementioned Certificate given to Thomas Dockery as an appendix to a Certificate by 
the Justices of the Peace in Queens Anns County & the only surviving ruling Elders of the Presbyterian 
Congregation in sd. County sd Dockery excepted being yet in the place & that I have reasons to believe the 
sd certificates are very just also that sd Dockery has been hitherto in full commendation and may readily be 
recommended to full membership in any Christian congregation where God in His Province may cast His 
lot given at Elk twenty fourth of July A.D. 1769 by James Finley N. D.M. 
“North Carolina Anson County   TO ANSON INFERIOR COURT JANUARY TERM 1770.  The 
within and above recommendation & Certificates were read in open court and on motion were ordered by 
the sd Court to be registered.  A list of the names agee & c of several persons. 
  Test.  Saml. Spencer  Clerk”

186
 

 

“Lately settled in Anson County connected with or depending on Thomas Dockery who is about fifty years 
old to wit Ann his wife aged about thirty two Michael his son aged about eighteen more and a half John 
Covington his son in law aged about thirty five Mathew Covington his Grandson aged about ten Hannah 
Covington his grand-daughter aged about seven & an half Mary Covington his grand-daughter about three 
& an half Sarah Covington his grand-daughter about three & ½ and Joseph Hull his cousin aged about 
sixteen 

                                                 
a  Thomas Sands married 1st Elizabeth Swift, and 2nd Elizabeth Covington, widow of Benjamin Covington.  Thomas Sands 

and Elizabeth Swift were the parents of Elizabeth Sands who married Henry Covington, brother of our John Covington. 
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“North Carolina Anson County 
“To Anson Inferior Court January Term 1770.  On petition of the within named Thos. Dockery the 
within list and accounts together with the sd Petition was ordered by the sd court to be registered. 
 Test.  Saml. Spencer Clk. 
“To the worshipful the Justices of Anson County Court setting. 
“The Petition of Thomas Dockery humbly sheweth that whereas your Petitioner sometimes past removed 
himself & family with several connections from the Province of his Nativity and has obtained a Certificate 
concerning his moral conduct & usefulness in religious & Civil society both in that place & elsewhere & as 
your Petitioner with their connections are become residents in this County therefore he desires that those 
recommendations may have a place in the record or register of this County together with a list thereunto 
annexed of the names ages & c of those depending to so they may reap the benefit that may hereafter 
proceed there from and in years to come prove themselves the proper heirs of either real or personal in the 
place from whence they came as well as where they now dwell & you Petitioner as in duty bound will for 
you ever pray. 
January Court 1770 Thomas Dockery”

187
 

 

 Providing further proof of the Dockery-Covington relationships, in 1780 Thomas Dock-

ery made a deed of gift to his granddaughter, Sarah Covington, daughter of John Covington.  He 

apparently made similar deeds to granddaughters Mary and Hannah Covington, but these deeds 

are not extant – we know about them only because of court records: 
 

“Be it Known to all persons before Whom these presents may come Greeting, that I Thomas Dockery of 
the State of N. Carolina in the County of Richmond, planter, for & in Consideration of the natural 
affection I have to my Grand Daughter Sarah Covington, Daughter of John Covington and for her better 
maintenance do give & Grant unto the Said Sarah Covington her heirs & assigns forever all that tract of land 
lying & being in the Said County the formerly in Anson County Begining at a Stake in the north fork of 
Cartlidges Creek on William Blewetts first line... Containing 34 acres as by pattent dated the 18th of April 
1779 ... (except a path way as it now leads from the meeting house near the Creek to the Great road) ... In 
Witness Whereof the said Thomas Dockery hath hereunto Set his hand and seal this 29th day of March 
Anno Dom 1780. 
Signed Sealed & Delivered } Thos Dockery 
in Presents of } 
Deborah Phillips }  Richmond County March Court 1780 
Wm Liggitt }  Proved in Open Court by the Oath of Wm Legate & ordered to be 
Registered  Wm Love  DClk”

188
 

 

“March 1780 ... A deed from Thomas Dockery to Sarah Covington proved in open court by the oath of 
Wm. Legate Esqr. ordered to be registered. 
 “A deed from Thomas Dockery to Mary Covington proved in open court by the oath of Wm. Legate 
Esqr. ordered to be registered. 
 “A deed from Thomas Dockery to Hannah Covington proved in open court by the oath of Wm. 
Legate Esqr. ordered to be registered.”

189
 

 



08/18/15 Covington Family  

 
 III - 29 

 
 

 On the 13
th

 day of January 1770 John Covington purchased his first land – on Cartledges 

Creek – the same creek on which his brother, Henry Covington, purchased his first land (below), 

and the same creek that his uncle, William Covington, made his first purchase (above): 
 

‘THIS INDENTURE Made the thirtieth day January A.D. seventeen hundred and seventy between John 
Colea and Jane his wife of Anson County in the Province of North Carolina of the one part and John 
Covington of the County and Province aforesd of the other part  WITNESSETH that the sd John Cole 
and Jane his wife for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds Proclamation money 
to him the sd John Cole and Jane his wife in hand paid ... they the sd John Cole and Jane his wife hath given 
bargained and sold ... unto the sd John Covington ... part of a tract of land granted unto Edmund Cartledge 
by his Majestys Letter Patent bearing date the twenty ninth day of September seventeen hundred and fifty 
six and by the sd Edmund Cartledge conveyed to the sd John Cole on the thirty first day of December 
seventeen hundred and fifty seven lying and being in the County aforesd on the North side of Great Pee 
Dee River and on the South fork of Carledges Creek beginning ... containing two hundred and fifty acres of 
land ... in witness whereof the said parties to these presents hath hereunto interchangeably set their hands 
and affixed their seals the day and year first above written. 
Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of John Cole 
Benj. Covingtonb Jane Cole 

                                                 
a  This John Cole was the father of John Cole Jr., the latter of whom married Elizabeth Covington, the daughter of John 

Covington and Nancy Wall. 
b  Brother of John Covington. 

 
Fig. 12  Western Richmond County, North Carolina 
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Edward Bell 
William Huntera”

190
 

 

 About 1770
b
, with four children, including two girls (twins) who were only 3-4 years old, 

under his care, John Covington married Nancy Wall. 

 

 The name of John Covington’s second wife has been the subject of much confusion.  

Many authors, particularly the earlier ones, state that she was Mary, “called Nancy,” Wall.  

Covington Cousins (pp. 29-30) steps over all reason and facts, by declaring her to be Mary, 

known as Nancy, Wall, and daughter of William and Lucy Wall.  But there is no doubt that John 

Covington’s second wife was named Nancy — see his will below. 

 

 William Wall, brother of Nancy Wall, in fact had a daughter named Nancy, but she was 

stated in his will, dated 1799, to be unmarried, long after the birth of children attributed to her (in 

fact, her school expenses, as a minor, were accounted for from 1801-1807 in William Wall’s 

estate papers). 

 

 Capt. William I. Everett, a descendant of John Covington and Nancy Wall, and a promi-

nent historian of Richmond County families, wrote a series of articles in the local newspaper in 

the early 1900’s.  He at least got the relationship between John, William, and Nancy right, but he 

then muddied the waters by suggesting that the trio had other brothers and sisters: “Nancy ... a 

sister of John Wall, Sr. (1746-1831) and Major William Wall (1742-1799), and other brothers and sis-

ters,’
c
 stated Capt. W. I. Everett in his own handwriting.”

191
 

 

 More than one researcher/author has asserted that Nancy was, in reality, Nancy Love, 

again without any proof.  If we buy this as hypothesis, then we have to account, somehow, for 

the emergence of the names “Wall” and “Poythress” in succeeding generations.  And in any case, 

I have found no evidence whatever that might suggest that Nancy was a Love. 

 

 A number of the authors have stated that Mary Wall was the wife of William Covington.  

We have established that the elder William Covington (uncle of John) was not married to a Wall, 

and that John’s brother, William, married Lucy Crawford.  Elbert E. Covington had this to say on 

the subject:  “The compiler has seen no contemporary evidence to substantiate statements of a 

William Covington having had a wife named Mary Wall, as set forth in some published accounts 

and in DAR papers.”
192

 

 

 All of this nonsense could have been put to bed a very long time ago if anyone had ever 

researched the Wall family.  In the Wall family history [Chapter 4], proof or overwhelming circum-

stantial evidence, is provided that shows: 

                                                 
a  Brother-in-law of John Covington; married Mary Covington. 
b  26 July 1770, according to McSwain, My Folk, p. 60.  She states (p.60) “that this marriage took place on 26 July 1770 is 

probable, and the date 26 July 1750 (the asserted marriage date of William Covington to Mary Wall – above), was a mat-

ter of reading old script..”.  Left unexplained is how William Covington became John Covington.  She explains how 

Mary Wall became Nancy Wall by declaring her “Mary Wall (called Nancy).”  Unbelievable! 
c  There were no other brothers and sisters. 
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 John
4
 Wall (or Jr.) and his father Col. John

3
 Wall moved down to Craven County, South 

Carolina from Brunswick County, Virginia, about 1754 – to an area that is just south of, 

and across the state line, from Richmond County. 

 John
4
 Wall was married to Ann Poythress, who appears to have died about 1750, and 

they were the parents of three children. 

 Among the few records found naming John
4
 Wall in Craven County are also the names of 

John Ellerbe, John, John Jr., and Thomas Crawford – all familiar names later found in 

Richmond County records.  And, in fact, in Thomas Crawford’s 1789 Richmond County 

will, he names John and his brother, William, as Thomas Crawford’s brothers-in-law, and 

co-executors.  (Just why John Wall was named a brother-in-law is still not understood, 

but at the very least it proves a close familial relationship between the Wall brothers and 

Thomas Crawford of Craven County, South Carolina, and Richmond County, North Car-

olina. 

 John
4
 Wall made a land entry and received a warrant for 400 acres of land in Anson 

County on 27 September 1756.  The North Carolina State Archives indicate that this land 

was never surveyed, probably because John
4
 Wall died sometime in 1757.  But it indi-

cates an interest in the Wall family to move a few miles north into North Carolina. 

 A Craven County deed dated 1766 is provided – witnessed by Thomas Crawford – that 

proves John
5
 Wall was the son of John

4
 Wall (and Ann Poythress).  The other son was 

William Wall of Richmond County, North Carolina, who married Lucy Crawford, and 

was named as a brother-in-law (as was his brother, John) in Thomas Crawford’s 1789 

will.  That leaves only one child – almost certainly a daughter, who was the Ann (Nancy) 

Wall who married John Covington as his second wife about 1770. 

 It was among the children of John Covington and Ann (Nancy) Wall that the names 

“Wall” and “Poythress” were abruptly introduced, usually as middle names.  These 

names continued to be used in several later generations, and became more wide-spread as 

Covingtons married Covingtons and other closely related families, and as children of 

John and William Wall married into the same small group of families.  But it was the 

children of John Covington and Nancy Wall where the names “Wall” and “Poythress” 

first appeared as given names. 

 

 It is probably best at this point to address another complication in tracing our John Cov-

ington: there were multiple John Covingtons who appeared in Richmond County records up 

through 1790.  Our John Covington was the oldest of these – he was born about 1733.  The 

second oldest was John, our John’s first cousin, and son of William Covington, who was born 

about 1757.  The third oldest was the nephew of our John Covington – John, son of Henry and 

Elizabeth (Sands) Covington – born about 1761.  And finally there was John Wall Covington, 

son of our John Covington, born about 1771.  The second John (b. 1757, son of William) was old 

enough to begin appearing in the records soon after the clan’s arrival in North Carolina.  In the 

earliest records he was sometimes referred to as John Jr., while our older John Covington was 

referred to as John Sr.
a
  But not always.  The third John (b. 1761, son of Henry) would not be old 

                                                 
a  The terms “Sr.” and “Jr.” were used to distinguish between two men (and sometimes two women) who shared the same 

name, but one of whom was older than the other.  Their use did not necessarily imply any relationship except age.  And 

they were temporary or dynamic; they were not a formal part of name.  As soon as one or the other died, or moved to an-

other jurisdiction, they were usually discontinued (at least until another same-name pair emerged).  But the most im-
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enough to appear in most records until about 1782.  And, indeed, the 1790 census shows three 

John Covingtons in Richmond County.  The fourth John (b. 1771, son of our John) would start to 

appear in the records shortly after 1790.  We know that the second John (son of William) moved 

to Marlboro County, South Carolina, in the mid 1790s where he died in 1797.  And we now 

know that Henry’s son John had moved to Washington County, Georgia, by 1792, where he died 

between 1730-1740.  Our John’s son, John Wall Covington, died about the same time as his 

father, leaving a will in South Carolina.  In between there is considerable room for ambiguity in 

sorting out records that mention a John Covington.  I have attempted to align records with the 

right man, and am reasonably confident in the results, but there is always a possibility that I am 

wrong.  The reader should keep all this in mind in the event he/she sees a real or apparent con-

flict in the narrative to follow. 

 

 The above discussion is somewhat important because McSwain in My Folk, goes to great 

lengths to try to track the land transactions of John Covington, son of William, and our John 

Covington.  She starts off with, I think, the very egregious and amateurish assumption that since 

our John Covington was a son of John Covington and Mary Airey of Maryland, he was neces-

sarily the John Covington Jr. referred to in some Anson and Richmond County deeds; she ig-

nored the fact that the titles “Sr.” and “Jr.” are only temporary and dynamic, and not part of a 

formal name.  After our John Covington came to North Carolina, there was no longer a need to 

distinguish him from his Maryland father in the North Carolina records, i.e., he was the John 

Covington or John Covington Sr. (since he was the oldest) in the North Carolina records.  Ac-

cordingly, and because of this very amateurish mistake, McSwain’s attempt to associate the John 

Covingtons of Richmond County with land records is hopelessly confused. 

 

 In any case, John Covington, son of William, had died in South Carolina between Febru-

ary and March 1797 as proved by his will: 

 
 “I, John Covington (son of William), of Marlborough County in South Carolina, being sick and weak 

in body but of perfect and sound mind, do make and ordain the following as my last Will and Testament, 

with respect to my estate both real and personal that it has pleased God to bless me with; 

 “I give unto my beloved wife the sorrel gelding that I purchased from Jesse Bethea, the feather bed and 

furniture and side saddle which I had with my wife together with a bridle.  My land I will to be equally 

divided between my three oldest sons, William, Robert, and Tristram. 

 “My three daughters, Sarah, Mary, and Nancy, I will to have my household furniture equally divided 

between them and also for them to have each one cow and calf.  And the residue of my property I will to be 

sold at private or public sale as my executors hereafter mentioned may judge best and after my debts are 

paid out of the proceeds thereof, that the balance thereof be equally divided between my son, Thomas, and 

the child that my wife now goes with, but if my wife does not bring forth a live born child, then in that case 

my will is that my wife do have what is before mentioned to be given to the child that she is now supposed 

to go with ... 

 “And I do will and ordain my friend, Robert Thomas and Nathan Thomas to act as Executors of this 

my last Will and Testament. 

 “In testimony whereof I have hereunto put my hand and seal this twelfth day of February 1797. 

“Signed, sealed, published, pronounced 

and declared to be the last Will and John  X  Covington 

Testament of: the above John Covington 

                                                                                                                                                             
portant “take-away” is that the terms were very inconsistently used, as can be seen in the numerous examples provided 

below. 
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Testator, in presence of Recorded March 1797 

Henry Covington (His mark) Apt. 1, Pkg. 12 – book A 

Abidjah Porter page 21, Bennettsville, S.C. 

Robert Thomas”
193

 

 

 Soon after his arrival and remarriage, our John Covington began frequently appearing in 

the court records while serving on one jury after the other.  And he continued doing so – unusu-

ally so, I think – for the remainder of his life. 
 

“At an Inferior Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions begun and held for the County of Anson on 2
nd

 

Tuesday in July, to wit, the 9
th

, 1771 ... Grand jury: Thos. Dockery, foreman, John Bostwick, Joel 

McClendon, George Ingram, Shadrack Denson, William Coleman, Francis Smith, William Hogan, William 

Culpepper, Henry ___, John Covington, Joseph Dunham, ___ ___, ___ ___, Isaac Falconberry.”
194

 

 

 The immediately following court record indicates that John Covington had bought land 

from William Hunter (his brother-in-law) prior to 1772, but the actual deed is now lost if it was 

ever recorded in the first place: 
 

“15 April 1772 ... Wm Hunter and w. to John Covington, 12 a, by John Crawford.”
195

 

 

“15 July 1772 ... Ord. John Crowson overseer of road from Stephen Coles to Hitchcock’s Cr. in room of 

Wm. Watkins and that the hands of Stephen Cole, Henry Covington, Wm. Hunter, John Covington, Jesse 

Bounds, John Davidson, Wm. Watkins and Nicholas Crowson work on sd road and build a bridge over 

Hitchcock Cr. in conjunction with John Bounds.”
196

 

 

“13 January 1772 [sic – 1773?] ... Grand jury: Shadrack Denson, foreman, Thos. Wright, James Poston, 

John Thomas, Henry Adcock, James Denson, William Meguire, Joshua Collins, John Covington, Thomas 

Dockery, John Knotts, John Jarman, Thos. Custis, Isaac Falconberry, John Walters and George Ingram.”
197

 

 

“13 July 1774 ... Grand jury: Sam’l Snead, foreman, Solomon Gross, Morgan Brown, Wm. Hunter, John 

Covington, John Thomas, Wm. Pratt, Robert Lee, Joshua Morgan, Abraham Belew, Christopher 

Christian [Book 2], Jonathan Llewellen, Geo. Wilson, Geo. Ingram, Henry Williams, Benj. Dumas [Book 2], 
and John Wall.”

198
 

 

 The following listing of land entries shows the distinction made between John Covington 

(son of William) Jr. and our John Covington (Sr.), as well as showing the inconsistency of usage 

(I strongly suspect that all the following land entries were for John Jr.): 
 

“19 Oct 1778 John Covington jr enters 200 ac in Anson Co between Shoe Heel and Gum Swamp Creeks
a
; 

at or near Farlow on SE; includes Plunkett’s hogpen.”
199

 

 

“29 Oct 1778 John Covington sr enters 100 ac SW of Jordan Cr at head of Two Mile Br on Cowpen 

path.”
200

 

 

“29 Oct 1778 John Crowford enters 340 ac in Anson Co on waters of Juniper Cr; border: W of John 

Covington’s entry and NW of Bays.”
201

 

 

“3 Nov 1778 John Covington jr enters 300 ac in Anson Co on Bridge Cr about 2 or 3 miles above old 

Randle’s; includes some pines ‘killed by’ William Dees on S side of creek.”
202

 

                                                 
a  Gum Swamp Creek (and Jordans Creek and Bridges Creek, below) are all in present-day Scotland County, which was 

created from Richmond County in 1899. 
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 Notice in the 29 October 1778 entry, above, it was John Covington Sr. who entered land 

on Jordan’s Creek, but in the following entry we have John Covington Jr. entering land on the 

same creek.  Did John Sr. and Jr. really take out land adjacent to each other?  Or, more likely, 

was the “Sr.” designation in the 29 October entry a recording mistake or transcription error for 

John Jr.? 
 

“3 Nov 1778 John Covington jr enters 250 ac in Anson Co on S side of Jordans Cr about a mile from the 

old cowpens; includes McMilan’s improvement.”
203

 

 

 We can probably guess that the following entry was for John Jr. since in the entry dated 3 

November 1778, above, it was specifically John Jr. who made an entry on Bridges Creek. 
 

“28 Nov 1778 William Brigman enters 100 ac in Anson Co on S side of Bridges Cr; border: John 

Covington’s entry on lower side.”
204

 

 

“15 Dec 1778 John Covington enters 200 ac in Anson Co on Painters Cr; border: Robert Thomas’ upper 

line.”
205

 

 

[Grant]  “John Covington Jr  3 Sept 1779  250 acres E of the Gum Swamp, joining the W Bluff of Jordans 

Creek and a small pond.”
206

 

 

“6 Feb 1779 James Thomas enters 100 ac in Anson Co E of Painter Cr; border: John Covington and 

Thomas.”
207

 

 

“13 Feb 1779 John Covington enters 80 ac in Anson Co on W side of Gum Swamp Cr ‘in’ Turnages 

Pond; border: ‘said’ Turnages.”
208

 

 

“William Leaks estate of William Thomas 22 Dec 1778 – Nov 1780.  Pd: Jeremiah Terrail, John Chiles, 

Noah Agee, George Jefferson, Joseph Chaplin, James Meredith, Elizabeth Leak, Francis Leak, Mr. 

Hardeaway, Jeremiah Nenhs, Walter Leak, to Virginia & back; Mr. Mask, David Ritch, Thomas Dockroy, 

John Coleman, Jane Ingram, James Gordon George Town, John Long, John Newton, Thomas Wade, John 

Covington, David Fergison, Israel Sneed, Benjamin Poisel;  Recd of Thomas Wade, William Pickett, John 

Walters, Daniel McDaniel, George Chiles, Noah Agee, Thos Pickett.  April Ct. 1783.  Mich Auld, Clk.”
209

 

 

“Petition of Inhabitants of Anson County who think that notwithstanding the said county was divided the 

last Assembly, yet the inhabitants labour under the greatest hardships by reason of great distance from the 

Court House; the sd County being 90 miles in length and 38 in breath and the River running through near 

the middle, which seldom can be crossed without expense of ferriages and sometimes not at all passable; 

pray to have the county divided into two counties with the Peedee River the dividing line.  Oct. 1779. 

[a very long list of signatures, including:] 

John Wall 

John Covington 
Mathew Covington 

Benjamin Covington 

Wm. Covington 

Donald M. Covington 

John Covington...”
210

 

 

“December 1779 .. On motion the Last Will and Testament of Samuel Hunter decd. was proved in open 
court by the oath of John Covington Sr. and Henry Covington two of the subscribing witnesses who saw 
the other witness subscribe his name thereto &c.”

211
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“March 1780 ... Ordered that the following persons be appointed to serve as juriors at the next court (vizt) 
Nathaniel Harrington, James Bostick, George Carter, Thos. Adams, Benjn. Covington, Charles Hines, John 
Cole, James Phillips Sr., Wm. Cottengame, John Matthews, Wm. Speed, John Powers, Solomon Sneed, 
David Sneed Sr., Ishem Haley, Wm. Watkins, John James Sr., Wm. Hicks, Wm. Newbery, Jesse Bound, 
John Thomas, Thos. Summeral, Nathl. Williams, Savage Littleton, Wm. Woodle, James Meridith, John 
Covington Sr., Stephen Touchstone, Henry Covington, and William Hunter and that the summon and 
make return thereof &c.”

212
 

 

“December 1780 ... A list of juriors to attend the next court (vizt) Nathaniel Harrington, John Bostick, 
George Carter, Thomas Adams, Benjn. Covington, John Cole (Maryland), James Philips Sr., William 
Cottengame, John Matthews, James Poston, John Powers, Solomon Sneed, David Sneed Esqr., Isem Haley, 
William Watkins, Jehulle Crowsson, William Hicks, William Newbery, Jesse Bounds, John Thomas, 
Thomas Summeral, Nathaniel Williams, William Woods, John Covington Sr., Henry Covington, John Batt 
Beard, Savage Littleton, James Meredith Jr., Stephen Touchstone, George Bounds, William Hunter Sr. 
&c.”

213
 

 

“December 1781 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summon the following persons to serve as juriors at the next 
court (vizt) John Mask, James Merideth, William Mask (Major), George Walters, John Coleman, William 
Baker, Richd. Pemberton, Daniel Smith, Daniel Thomas, Thomas Blewitt, Laurance Everitt, Henry Adcock, 
Henry Covington, John Covington, William Hunter, William Jarnigan, John Wall, Daniel Hicks, Moses 
Chambers, Hendley Sneed, Benjamin Covington, John James Sr., Thomas Gibson, Joseph Hines, Jonathon 
Newbery, William Hicks, Silas Haley, David Sneed Sr., John Parnel, Darby Hanagan, Thomas Summeral, 
William Morris, Nathaniel William Harrington, Isreal Sneed Jr., Thomas Crawford, Nicholas Stone, David 
Sneed [Jr?] &c.”

214
 

 

“March 1782 ... A list of the jury to the present term returned, (vizt) John Mask, James Merideth, William 
Baker, Daniel Smith, Daniel Thomas, Thos. Blewitt, Lauranc Everit, Henry Adcock, Henry Covington, 
John Covington, Wm. Jernigan, John Wall, Daniel Hicks, Moses Chambers, Hendley Sneed, Benjn. 
Covington, John James Sr., Thos. Gibson, Joseph Hines, Silas Haley, David Sneed Sr., John Parnel, 
Nathaniel Harrington, Isreal Sneed, Nicholas Stone, David Sneed Jr. &c.”

215
 

 

“June 1782 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summon the following persons (viz) John Mask, James Merideth, 
William Baker, Richard Pemberton, Daniel Smith, Daniel Thomas, Thomas Blewitt, Laurance Everitt, 
Henry Adcock, Henry Covington, John Covington Sr., William Hunter Sr., William Jernigan, Daniel 
Hicks, Moses Chamber, Hendley Sneed, John James Sr., Solomon Rye, Isaac Yates, John Turnage, Robert 
Wilson, John Pemberton, John Crowsson, Lott Stricklin, Thomas Brown, Stephen Cole, Nicholas Stone, 
George Carter, Richd. Adams, Thomas Adams, John Smith and Thomas Dockery to attend at the next 
court and make return thereof &c.”

216
 

 

“September 1782 ... A grand jury sworn, John Covington Sr. foreman, Wm. Baker, Daniel Smith, Daniel 
Thomas, Thomas Blewitt, Henry Covington, Wm. Hunter, William Jornigan, Moses Chambers, Hendley 
Sneed, John James, William Hicks, Thomas Adams, Richd. Adams and Isaac Yates, &c.”

217
 

 

“December 1782 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summon William Hunter, John Covington and William 
McDaniel to attend at the next Salisbury Superior Court as a vinire &c.”

218
 

 

“March 1783 ... Ordered that the Sheriff [!] James Hicks, Duncan McFarland, Solomon Dearman, Sterling 
Williamson, Daniel McKay, Daniel Kermical, Dugal Blue, Thomas Summerland, Solomon Rye, Silas Haley, 
Thomas Moreman, John James, Wm. Terry, John Cole, Stephen Cole, Josias Lyon, Daniel McDaniel, 
Solomon Gross, Wm. Wall, Thomas Crawford, Joseph Hines, Simon Thomas, John Covington, Henry 
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Covington, Wm. Jernigan, John Coleman, Walter Leak, John Mask, Wm. Mask, and Jesse Bounds to serve 
as juriors at the next court and make return thereof &c.”

219
 

 

“June 1783 ... Grand Jury sworn (vizt) John Covington Sr., foreman, Henry Covington, Jesse Bounds, John 
Mask, Wm. Jernigan, Walter Leak, Daniel McDaniel, Stephen Cole, Wm. Terry, John James, Silas Haley, 
Solomon Rye, Thos. Summeral, Sterling Williamson, Solomon Dearman and Duncan McFarland &c.”

220
 

 

“September 1783 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summons Richard Adams, John Jones, Wm. Jernigan, George 
Bound, Jesse Bounds, Wm. Webb, Silas Haley, John Crawsson, Wm. Husbands, Joseph Gadd Jr., John 
Coleman, John Long Sr., Wm. More, Joseph Hall, John Hall, John Covington Sr., Henry Covington, Wm. 
Hunter sr., Dun Rye, David Sneed Sr., Josias Lyon, Wm. Terry, Wm. McGuire, Wm. McDaniel, Wm. 
Smith, Nathl. Harrington, Laurance Everitt, Thos. Crawford, Isem Haley, Zachs. Moreman as juriors to 
attend at the next court and make return thereof.”221

 

 

“December 1783 ... Grand Jury sworn John Crawford foreman, Wm. Jarnigan, Wm. Webb, Silas Haley, 
John Long Sr., John Covington, Henry Covington, Wm. Hunter, Wm. Terry, Wm. McDaniel, Nathl. 
Harrington, Laurance Everitt, Dun Rye, Jesse Bound, and Richd. Adams &c.”
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 The following record is only notable because it shows two John Covingtons serving on 

the same jury, and who were dutifully distinguished by the appellations of “Sr.” and “Jr.”  By 

this time the “Jr.” could have been either the son of William or the son of Henry, but I think “Jr.” 

was more likely to have been the son of William. 
 

“March 1784 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summon John Covington Sr., John Covington Jr., Wm. Hunter 
Sr., Henry Covington, Wm. Terry, John Crowsson, Wm. Thomas Sr., Wm. Thomas Jr., Richard Adams, 
Wm. McDaniel, James Bostick, John Mask, Wm. More, Joseph Gadd Jr., Charles Robertson, James 
Easterling, Thos. Summeral, Wm. Woodle, John Turnage, John Parnel, Moses Chambers, Thos. Everitt, 
Thos. Crawford, John Wall, Wm. Jornigan, Jesse Bownd, George Bownd, Benjn. Ingram, Barnaby Skipper, 
& Sterling Williamson to serve as juriors at the next court and make return thereof &c.”
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“17 May 1784, Account of John Covington, Sr., with estate of William Leak for 1783.”
224

 

 

“June 1784 ... Grand Jury sworn (vizt) Charles Robertson, John Covington Sr., John Covington Jr., Wm. 
Hunter Sr., Henry Covington, Wm. Terry, Wm. Thomas Jr., Richard Adams, John Mask, James Easterling, 
Wm. Woodle, John Turnage, Wm. Jernigan, Barnaby Skipper, and Sterling Williamson.”

225
 

 

“September 1784 ... Ordered that the following persons be summoned to attend as juriors at the next court 
(vizt) Daniel Hicks, John Moreman, Andrew Moreman, Isem Haley, Lott Stricklin, William Webb, 
William Jernigan, Jesse Bounds, George Bounds, Thomas Everitt, Daniel Thomas, Daniel Smith, Jonathon 
Newbery, John Pankey, John Coleman, James Bostick, John Coleman, Joseph Tarbutton, Thomas Jowers, 
Daniel McDanold, Wm. More, James Merideth, Peter Ussery, Richard Adams, Peter Ussery, Thomas 
Adams, John Covington Senr., Henry Covington, William Hunter Sr.?, John Crowsson, Thomas Blewitt, 
and make return to the next court &c.”
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“December 1784 ... Grand Jury sworn &c.  John Covington Senr. Foreman, Wm. Webb, Wm. Jernigan, 
Jesse Bounds, John George Bounds, Thos. Everitt, Daniel Thomas, Simon Thomas, Daniel Smith, John 
Pankey, Daniel McDaniel, Henry Covington, Wm. Hunter Sr., & Thos. Blewitt &c.”
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“June 1785 ... 
“State } 
 vs. }  Ind. Pet. Lar. 
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George Carter Jr. }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (vizt) John Hall, Joseph Hall, Wm. 
Cottengame, Wm. Woodle, Elisha Cottengame, Wm. Jarnigan, Benjn. Dumas Jr., Joseph Tarbutton, 
Laurance Everitt, Robert Wilson, John Covington, & George Bounds who upon their oaths do say they find 
the defendant guilty in manner and form as charged in the bill and so they say all &c.”

228
 

 

“June 1785 ... 
“State } 
 vs. }  Presentment &c. 
Thos. Dobbins }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (to wit) John Hall, Joseph Hall, 
William Cottengame, Wm. Woodle, Elisha Cottengame, Wm. Jarnigan, Benjn. Dumas Jr., Joseph 
Tarbutton, Laurance Everitt, Robert Wilson, John Covington, & George Bounds, and on their oaths do say 
that they find the defendant guilty in manner and form as charged in the presentment & so they say all &c - 
whereupon Wm. Crawford Esqr. attorney for the defendant offered his reasons in arrest of judgment.  The 
reason when argued the court were of opinion that the reasons was insufficient - & fined accordingly.”

229
 

 

“June 1785 ... Ordered that the following hands be annexed to work on the road that Wm. Hunter Jr. is 
overseer of (to wit) John Covington, Henry Covington, Wm. Hunter Senr., Wm. Coulter, James Hunter, 
John James, John Steely, Moses Chambers, Wm. Watkins Jr., Joseph Laseter, John Crowsson, & Wm. 
Bounds.”230

 

 

“June 1785 ... Ordered that the following persons be appointed to serve at the next court (vizt) Henry 
Covington Sr., David Sneed Sr., John Sneed, Silas Haley, John Covington Sr., Thomas Slay, Sterling 
Williamson, Alexander Watson, John Farley Sr., John Covington Jr., Wm. Thomas Sr., Wm. Thomas Jr., 
Wm. Terry, Thos. Gibson, Nelson Gibson, George Dawkins, John Cole, Wm. Mims, James Bostick, Wm. 
Hunter Sr., Daniel Smith, Daniel Thomas, Simon Thomas, Thos. Groves, Samuel Pate, Jacob Mangrum, 
Gilbert McNear, Wm. Watkins, John James Jr., Moses Hurley, John Crowsson, James Bounds, George 
Bounds, George Cole, John Cole (Maryland), and make return thereof &c.”
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“September 1785 ... 
Grand Jury 

1  John Sneed 10  John Crowsson 
2  Nelson Gibson 11  Wm. Hunter Sr. 
3  John Covington Sr. 12  Samuel Pate 
4  Henry Covington 13  Gilbert McNear 
5  George Dawkins 14  Simon Thomas 
6  John Cole (Maryland) 15  Daniel Thomas 
7  John Covington Jr. 16  George Bound 
8  Moses Hurley 17  Jacob Mangrum 
9  Wm. Thomas Sr. 18  John Cole’
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“September 1785 ... Ordered that John Covington Sr. be appointed overseer of the road in room of Wm. 

Hunter Jr. for the insuing year.”
233

 

 

“December 1785 ... 
James Caddle } 
 vs. }  Genl. Issue 
Jeremiah Minnasas } 
Solo. Gross } In which suit the following jury was sworn (vizt) John James Jr., Wm. Hunter Jr., 
Phillip James, Thos. Jowers, Robert Wilson, Wm. Colter, Daniel McDaniel, James Smith, John Covington, 
Daniel Sneed, John McAlester, John Evens, who upon their oaths do say that they find for the plaintiff the 
sum of nine pounds and one penny and cost so they say all &c.”

234
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“December 1785 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summons Thos. Gibson, Nelson Gibson, Laurance Obriyan, 
James? McKatha, John McEachey?, Archabald Finlaw?, John Covington, Henry Covington, John Covington 
Jr., John Dawkins, Samuel Dawkins, Gilbert McNear, Wm. Terry, Benjn. Ingram, John Sneed, David Sneed 
Senr., Isreal Sneed, Joseph Hall, John Hall, Solomon Dearman, Jonathon Newberry, Richd. Adams, Luke 
Robertson, Ezra Bostick, Nath. Harrington, George Saterfield, Benj. Dumas Senr., John Mask Senr., John 
James Jr., Wm. Watkins Sr., Samuel Curtis, Thomas Curtis, Samuel Covington, Jacob Mangrum, John 
Crowsson, George Bound, Jesse Bound, Wm. Smith, and make return to the next court as juriors and make 
return &c.”
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“April 1786 ... Grand jury sworn: Ezra Bostick, Wm. Smith, John James, Henry Covington, Thos. Gibson, 
John Covington, Nelson Gibson, John Covington Jr., John McKathey, Samuel Dawkins, John Dawkins, 
Benjn. Ingram, Nathl. Harrington, Gilbert McNear, Joseph Hall Jr.”236

 

 

“April 1786 ... Ordered that Wm. Thomas Senr. to serve overseer of the road from Wm. Blewitt’s Ferry to 
the Lick Branch and that Wm. Blewitt, Thomas Blewitt, Wm. Thomas Senr., Daniel Thomas, Simon 
Thomas’s, Benjn. Everit, Wm. Thomas Jr., Laurance Everit, James Hunter, John Covington & John 
Clemons work thereon &c.”

237
 

 

“July 1786 ... 
“John Cain } 
 vs. }  Deft. Inqy. 
Nathan Powel }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (vizt) Wm. Smith, James Campble, 
Archelous Moreman, Nicholas Clark, John Covington, Richd. Campble, Benjn. Dees, Thos. Turner, 
Matthew Terry, Peter Cole, Wm. Thomas, Joshua Long, who being sworn and upon their oaths do say that 
they find for the plaintiff the sum of eighteen pounds four shillings and three pence and so they say all 
&c.”
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“July 1786 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summons Benj. Moorman, David Snead Jr., Daniel Snead, John 
Snead, Geo. Medlock, Thos. Moorman, Wm. Terry, Benj. Ingram, Jesse? Bounds, John Hall, Henry 
Covington, John C[unreadable]a, [unreadable] Jr., Nath. Harrington, Thos. [unreadable], Nelson Gibson, 
Tillotson OBryan, Stephen Cole, Wm. Watkins Jr., William Cottingham, William Woodell, George 
Geer?/Gus?, Samuel Pate, Isaac Yates, Samuel Covington, John Pankey, Benjamin Powel, John Howard, 
John Crowson, Gilbert McNear, John James Jun., William Jornigan, William John Webb Jun., Isam Haley, 
Joseph White, Thomas Blewitt, William Thomas Jun., as juriors to attend at next court and make return 
thereof &c.” 

 

“January 1787 ... 
“Joseph Hall } 
 vs. } 
Wm. Jordon }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (vizt) Randolph McDaniel, John 
Howard, Owen Slaughter, Thos. Everett, John Sneed, Benjn. Bolton, James Smith, John Covington, Daniel 
Smith, Shadrach Bagget, Barnaby Skipper, Benjn. Skipper, who upon their oaths do say that they find for 
the Plaintiff the sum of twenty five pounds & cost & so you say all.  Appeal prayed and granted upon giving 
security &c.”
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“January 1787 ... Ord. that the following persons be summoned to attend as jurors for the next court (viz) 
Isaac Yates, Nelson Gibson, John Coleman, James Bostick, John Cole B[?], Stephen Cole, William Terry, 
Thos. Curtis, Saml. Curtis, William Hicks, Dun Rye, Sol. Rye, Thos. Moormon, John Newberry, William 

                                                 
a  This was probably John Covington Sr., and the next unreadable name was probably John Covington Jr. 
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McGuire, Thos. Standback, John Mask, William Newberry, Jonathan Newberry, John Pankey, Zach. 
McDaniel, Benj. Moormon, William Moormon, John Moormon, William Watkins, William Hunter Senr., 
Wm. Hunter Junr., Stephen Thomas, Daniel Snead, David Snead, Henry Covington, John Covington Senr., 
Daniel Smith.”
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“July 1787 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summon the following jury to attend at the next court (vizt) Wm. 
Terry, Isaac Yates, Samuel Pate, Zach. McDaniel, Henry Adcock, Laurance OBryant, John Jones, Nelson 
Gibson, George Saterfied, Thos. Gibson, Richd. Campble, Henry Covington, John Covington Senr., John 
Sneed, John Pankey, John Cole Sr., Stephen Cole, Benjn. Bolton, Richd. Adams, Wm. Thomas Senr., 
Laurance Everitt, Charles Robertson Senr., James Bostick, Isreal Sneed, Lott Stricklin, John Webb 
(Quaker), John James Jr., Richd. Odum, Daniel Smith, John Crowsson, Joseph White, Randolph Haley, 
Joseph Hines, Wm. McDaniel, John Moreman, Zach. Moreman, & Thomas Standback and make return 
thereof &c.”
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 I have “bolded” the name of John Covington in the following record since it is ambigu-

ous as to whom it is referring.  But I suspect that the John Covington of the following is really 

the one that has been referred to above as “Jr.”, i.e., the son of William, since he is shown above 

to have been quite active in the Bridges Creek area of what is now Scotland County. 
 

“[ No. 22]  State of North Carolina.  Recorded in the secretarys office  Wm Vines __ 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting.  Know ye that we for and in consideration of the sum 
of Fifty shillings for every hundred Acres of land hereby Granted paid into our Treasury by John Covington 
have given and granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said John Covington a Tract of 
land Containing two hundred acres lying and being in our County of Richmond on the south side of Bridge 
Creek Begining at a stake ... to Nathaniel Sanders corner of a hundred acre survey ... On the north edge of 
said creek swamp ... to Sanfords first line ... As by a plat hereunto annexed doth appear ... provided always 
that the said John Covington shall cause this Grant to be Registered in the registers office of our said 
County of Richmond within twelve months from the date hereof otherwise the same shall be void and of 
none effect.  In testimony whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent and our Great Seal to 
be hereunto affixed Witness Richard Caswell Esquire Our Governor Captain General and Commander in 
Chief at Kinston the ninth day of August in the XII year our Independence and in the year of our lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty seven — 
By his Excellys Comd Rd Caswell 
 J Glasgow Secretary”
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 More ambiguity...  Which John Covington was the witness in the following deed? 
 

“16 Aug 1787 Robert Thomas, planter (Craven Co., SC) to Thomas Curtis, planter (Anson Co); for £50 NC 

money sold 450 ac in 2 tracts: (a) 300 ac; border: begins at a white oak on W side of a small dean or branch 

about 200 yards from Jones’ Cr on lower side about 0.75 miles above ‘the’ Great falls ‘deemed’ near Mar-

shall Diggs’ line; granted [no date] to Robert Thomas; (b) 150 ac; border: begins at a red oak corner of said 

Robert Thomas’ ‘former’ survey and joins Bruce; granted (no date) to Robert Thomas; except 50 ac ‘if 

there is so much’ taken by an older survey.  (signed) Robert Thomas; witness Nathan Thomas & John Cov-

ington; wit. oath Oct 1787 by J Covington.”
243

 

 

 The following record confirms that John Covington Jr. was still around in 1787, and that, 

indeed, he was the son of William Covington: 
 

“This Indenture made this _th day of August 1787 Between William Covington of Richmond County in 
the State of No Carolina planter of the one part & his Son John Covington of the same place of the other 
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part  Witnesseth that for & in Consideration of ten pounds lawful money to him in hand paid ... the said 
William Covington hath granted bargained & sold ... to the said John Covington his heirs and assigns 
forever, a part of a Tract of 150 acres of Land whereon he now lives formerly Granted to Abraham Baggett 
by pattent dated the 5th day of Octr 1760, and from said Baggett sold to John Long by Deed dated Janry 25th 
1768.  Begining at a Hickory ... the main branch called Baggetts Branch ... containing 65 acres ... In Witness 
Whereof the said William Covington hath hereunto Set his hand and seal the Date above written – 
Signed Sealed & Delivered William Covington 
in presents of }  Richmond County April Court 1788 
Joseph White }  Then the within Deed was duly proved in open Court by the Oath of John 
John Clements }  Clements  Ordered to be Registered Test:  Wm Love.”
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“October 1787 ... Grand Jury sworn &c. Wm. Thomas foreman, Stephen Cole, Isreal Sneed, James Bostick, 
Henry Adcock, John Moreman, John Covington Sr., Randolph Haley, Henry Covington, Richd. Adams, 
John Pankey, Daniel Smith, Joseph Hines, Charles Robertson, John Jones, Nelson Gibson, John Crowsson, 
Isaac Yates, &c.”
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“October 1787 ... Ordered that Henry Covington be appointed overseer of the road in room of John 

Covington Senr. and that Moses Chambers, Wm. Watkins Jr., John Steely, Joseph Laseter, Henry 

Covington
a
, Wm. Hunter, Matthew Covington

b
, Wm. Hunter Jr., Benjn. Everitt, John James, Isaias Steely, 

Joseph White, John Cain, John Long, Wm. Hunter Senr., Wm. Love’s hands work thereon &c.”
246

 

 

“January 1788 ... Ordered that the following hands work under Henry Covington overseer of the road from 
the Catfish Road to Rockingham to wit John Covington Sr., Moses Chambers, Wm. Watkins Jr., John 
Steely, Joseph Lasiter, Wm. Hunter Senr.c, Matthew Covington, John James, Isaiah Steely, Joseph White, 
Wm. Love’s hands, Miles King, Esqrs. hands, Wm. McDowel,d John McDowel, Isreal Watkins, Moses 
Spiva, James Long, and work there on &c.”
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 Whichever John Covington it was who received a patent to 200 acres on Bridges Creek 

(above), he sold it in the following deed, which does not distinguish which John Covington was 

being referred to: 
 

“This Indenture made between John Covington of the County of Richmond & State of North Carolina and 
John Farley senr. of sd State & County  Witnesseth that I the said John Covington for and in consideration 
of the just & full sum of thirty pounds specie to me in hand paid by John Farley Senr ... hath Bargained Sold 
Allienated enfeoffed conveyd & confirmed ... unto the sd John Farley Senr his heirs and assigns for ever a 
certain Tract or parcel of land containing two hundred acres lying in the County aforesd on the south side 
of Bridge Creek Beginning at a stake ... to Nathaniel Sanders Corner of one hundred acres survey ... as 
further & better doth appear by a patent Granted to sd John Covington dated the 9th of August Anno Dom. 
1787 No 23 & 22 ... In Witness whereof I the sd John Covington and my wife hath each of us hereunto set 
our hands and affixed our seal the 28th day of March the tenth year of American Independence in the year 
of our lord 1788. 
Signed sealed & delivered John  X  Covington 
in presence of 
Dugl Mcfarland }  Richmond County 
Alex. Farley }  October Court 1792 

                                                 
a  Probably the son of Henry Covington. 
b  Son of John Covington Sr. 
c  Brother-in-law of Henry and John (Sr.) Covington. 
d  Son-in-law of John Covington Sr. 
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Then the within Deed was duly proved in open court by Alex. Farley ordered to be Registered &c 
  Test  Wm Love  Clk”
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 Yet another very ambiguous deed, because it does not provide any information to distin-

guish the John Covington involved, is the following.  But I am reasonably confident that the 

following deed was from John Covington Jr. (son of William): 
 

“This Indenture made this Sixth day of January Anno Domini Seventeen Hundred & Eighty nine Between 
John Covington & wife planter of Richmond County and State of No Carolina of the one part and 
Benjamin Everitt of the County & State aforesaid of the other part  Witnesseth that the said John 
Covington & wife for and in consideration of the sum of Twenty pounds Specie to them in Hand paid by 
the same Benjamin Everitt ... Hath bargained sold aliened Enfeoffd and confirmed ... to the said Benjamin 
Everitt ... all that part of Land or part of Tract granted unto the said John Covington as appears by his 
grant bearing Date the 9th day of August 1787, Lying and being on Baggets branch of Cartlidges Creek 
Begining at a pine ... Containing one Hundred acres ... in Witness whereof the said parties to these presents 
have hereunto Interchangeably set their Hands and affixed their Seals the Day and year above written. 
Sealed & Delivered } John  +  Covington 
In the presence of us } 
Benjm Hunter }  Richmond County ___ Court 1789 – 
J R Robinson }  then the within Deed was duly proved in open Court by the oath of Benjm 
Wm Martin }  Hunter and William Martin.  Ordered to be registered. 
  Test  Wm Love C Clk”
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“January 1789 ... On motion the Last Will & Testament of Thos. Crawforda Esqr. decd. was exhibited in 
open court and proved duly the submitting witnesses &c. 
 “John Wall, William Wall, John Covington, & Henry Covington & Rebeckah Crawford Exrs. of the 
Last Will & Testament of Thos. Crawford came into court and qualified as Execs. &c.”
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 Recall from the discussion above that Thomas Dockery was shown to have given each of 

his Covington granddaughters – Sarah, Mary and Hannah – all children of John Covington and 

Hannah Dockery, a deed to land, but only the deed to Sarah was extant.  In the following deed 

we obtain an explanation for what happened to the other two deeds: 

 
 

“This Indenture made this 3d day of March 1789 Between Thomas Dockery Esq. of Richmond County in 
the State of No Carolina of the one part and Joseph Hines of the same place of the other part  Witnesseth 
that Whereas the said Thomas Dockery for & in consideration of the Sum of five shillings about the year 
1772 convey by Deed to the said Joseph Hines a part of a tract of land containing 640 acres & ___ to by 
patent dated the 28th of April 1771 which deed containing 127 acres was proved or acknowledged in open 
Court of Anson County but said never to have been registered till accidently burnt by fire And Whereas the 
remainder of said tract was Equally divided between the two grand Daughters of the said Dockery, Hannah 
Covington & Mary Covington by deed of Gift containing 256 ½ acres each dated the 29th of March 1780 
which two Deeds was proved in Open Court by the Oath of William Leggitt Esq. but never registered 
according to law, and the said two Grand Daughters and their husbands – Samuel Covington & Stephen 
Thomas by several contracts with William Thomas, and William Thomas with said Joseph Hines, they 

                                                 
a  Thomas Crawford was married to Rebecca Covington, sister of John and Henry Covington.  He named John Wall and 

William Wall as his brothers-in-law.  William Wall had married a sister of Thomas Crawford, but it is still not under-

stood why John Wall was so named.  See the Thomas Crawford will, and a further discussion of this issue in the Wall 

family history. 
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relinquish their claim in the said Deeds of Gift delivering them to be destroyed and agreeing that the said 
Dockery, Granter of said land shall invest all the claim right title property & Interest of the same in the said 
Joseph Hines.  Therefore for and in consideration of the sum of five shillings lawfull money to him in hand 
paid ... the said Thomas Dockery doth Bargain & sell ... to the said Joseph Hines ... that tract of land lying 
& being in the County aforesaid between the North & South fork of Mountain Creek Beginning at a red 
oak ... on the N. side of Mr Goulds land on said Creek ... the Wt. corner of Benjamin Covintons Survey ... 
Begining tree of Morgan Browns survey on said Creek ... at the end of Benjamin Covingtons 2d line ... 
containing 640 acres ... In Witness Whereof the said Thomas Dockery hath hereunto set his hand & seal 
the date above written. 
Signed sealed & delivered Thos Dockery 
in presents of 
Michael Dockery State of North Carolina, Richmond County 
William Thomas July Session 1789 Then the within & above Deed was duly proved in 
Open Court by William Thomas, a subscriber and ordered to be Registered. 
  Test  Wm Love  Clk”
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 The following two records show that John Sr.’s son, Matthew Covington, John Sr.’s 

brother, Henry Covington, and John Covington Sr., were all still living in very close proximity: 
 

“15 Apr 1789 Matthew Covington enters 100 ac in Richmond Co on the road from Mr. Miles King’s to 

Rockingham and on waters of Hitchcock Cr; border: Mr. John James sr and near Mr. Henry Covington at 

the crossroads below the Presbyterian meeting house; warrant issued 24 Jul 1789 ‘afterwards’ transferred to 

Henry Covington; certificate £10.0.0; fees £0.6.8.”
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“15 Apr 1789 John Covington enters 13 ac in Richmond Co; border: his own land and Doctr. Miles King 

on S fork of Cartledges Cr; warrant issued 24 Jul 1789; certificate £1.6.0; fees £0.6.8.”
253

 

 

“20 July 1789 Agreeable to an order of Court in April 1789, the Entry Books of Robert Webb and Thos 

Crawford esqs, late Entry Takers of Richmond County, ‘was’ put into my hands by the executors of Thos 

Crawford esq aforesaid deceased to settle and rectify which said books ‘was’ again delivered to Wm. Wall, 

John Wall esq, & John Covington, executors of said deceased.  The entrys of Thos Crawford appear in full 

and some few sheets of the entrys made with Robert [Webb] esq show there appear several numbers 

wanting ‘was’ delivered to Thos Dockery esq, the present Entry Taker, as by him produced to me.  [signed] 

Wm Love, clk. 

 “July 1789 As the two Entry Books of Mr.s Webb and Crawford ‘was’ put into my hands without any 

cover, I bind them on the first part of my own Entry Book.  [signed] Tho Dockery ET”
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“January 1790 ... Ordered that Wm. Thomas be appointed overseer of the road in room of Thomas Blewitt 
from Blewitt Ferry to the Lick Branch and that the following hands work thereon to wit, Moreheads hands, 
Edward Williams hands, Wm. thomas’s hands, Laurance Everitt hands, John Clemons, James Hunter, Benj. 
Everitt & John Covingtona work thereon &c.”
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 Continued evidence of the ambiguity of multiple John Covingtons comes from the 1790 

census of Anson County in which three John Covington households were listed: 
 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1790 census: 
Head of Household Over 16 Less than 16 Females Other Slaves 

John Covington 1 3 4   

John Covington Senior 2 5 4  7 

John Covington Jr 1  1   

Henry Covington 2  5  3 

                                                 
a  The identity of this John Covington is totally ambiguous. 
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 “John Covington Senior” in the above listing is – I am certain – our own John Covington 

(son of John and Mary (Airey) Covington).  The other two were John Covington, son of William, 

and John Covington, son of Henry.  But which was which?  Judging by the will of John, son of 

William, which was provided earlier (and the number of children he had in 1797), I am pretty 

sure “plain” John Covington was the son of William, and the one called “John Covington Jr.” 

was the son of Henry (since he appears to have been only recently married, i.e., no children).  

Thus, we have evidence of the dynamical nature of these labels. 
 

“October 1790 ... Ordered that the Sheriff [summon] the following persons to attend as a jury at the next 
court (to wit) Solomon Dearman, Jacob Mangrum, William Woddle, Malcolm smith, John McNair 
(weaver), George Dawkins, John Dawkins, John Covington Jr., Henry Covington, John James Jr., Phillip 
James, Elisha Cottingame, Isaac Williamson, David Snead, Daniel Snead, Silas Haley, Randle Haley, 
Nelson Gibson, Simon Thomas, Daniel Smith, William Thomas, Joseph Hines, William Terry Jr., Thos. 
Gibson Jr., Nathl. Harrington, Lot Stricklin, Wm. Cottingame, Thos. Dearman, Dennis OBryan, John 
Strong, Henry Adcock, George Cole, John Covington Senr. & Wm. Haley and make return to the next 
court.”256

 

 

“[No. 326]  State of North Carolina, Recorded in the Secretarys office Rd Shippard Dsec 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting – Know ye that we for and in consideration of the sum 
of Ten pounds for every hundred acres Granted paid into our Treasury by John Covington have given and 
granted and by these presents do give and Grant unto the said John Covington A Tract of land containing 
thirteen acres lying and being in our County of Richmond on the south fork of Cartlidges Creek Begining 
at a Sassafras in D__ Mills Kings line ... near James’s line ... as by the plat hereunto annexed doth appear ... 
provided always that the said John Covington shall cause this Grant to be Registered in the Registers Office 
of our said County of Richmond within twelve months from the date hereof otherwise the same shall be 
Void and of no effect  In Testimony Whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent and Great 
Seal to be hereunto affixed  Witness Alexander Martin Esquire our Governor Captain General and 
Commander in chief at Fayetteville the 16th day of November in the XV year our Independence and in the 
year of our lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety. 
By his Excellys Comd Alex. Martin 
 J Glasgow Secretary”
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“Monday 10 January 1791 ... Grand jury sworn &c. Joseph Hines foreman &c.  John McNair, Wm. 
Thomas, Nathanl. Harrington, Simon Thomas, John Covington, George Dawkins, Lott Stricklin, Randle 
Haley, Nelson Gibson, Jacob Mangrum, John Strong, John Covington Senr., John Cole (Maryland).”

258
 

 

“January 1791 ... Ordered that John Covington Senr., Jesse Bounds, John McDowel, & Thos. Blewitt be 
appointed to appraise and value one acre of land property of James Smith Esqr. and one acre the property 
of Charles Robeson opposite to each other on both sides of Little River and make return to the next court 
&c.”
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“April 1791  Ordered that the Sheriff summon the following persons, to attend a[s] jurors at the next court 
to wit &c. Joseph Hines, Thos. Blewitt, Noah Agee, James Bostick, Thomas Moreman, Archelous 
Moreman, Nelson Gibson, Nicholas Clark, William Jernigan, John Covington Senr., Henry Covington, 
John Pankey, Owen Slaughter Senr., George Slaughter, Solo. Rye, Robert Wilson, Zach. McDonald, Wm. 
Thomas Sr., Wm. Woodle, Samuel Pate, Jacob Mangrum, Wm. Thomas (Green Pond), Lewis Thomas, 
Isaac Williamson, Malcom Smith, George Dawkins, John Dawkins, John Moreman, Joseph Morehead, 
Matthew Terry, Wm. Graham, Dugal McFarland, John Buie, Daniel Carmical and Daniel Smith and make 
return to the next court.”260
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“July 1791 ... Grand jury sworn.  Wm. Thomas Senr., Foreman, Dugal McFarland, Samuel Pate, Thomas 
Moreman, John Covington Senr., Robert Wilson, Nelson Gibson, John Covington Jr., Daniel Smith, Wm. 
Graham, George Slaughter, Jacob Mangrum, Wm. Jernigan, John Dawkins, Wm. Woodle, George 
Dawkins, Wm. Thomas (Green Pond) & Henry Covington &c.”
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“October 1791 ... Ordered that Thomas Blewitt be appointed overseer of the road from in room of Wm. 
Thomas from Blewitt Ferry to the Lick Branch, and that the following hand work there on (to wit) 
Moreheads hands, Colo. Williams hands, Wm. Thomas’s hands, Laurence Everitt, John Clemons, James 
Hunter, Benj. Everitt, John Covington, Wm. Hunter, Wm. Long, James Rogers, Daniel Thomas, & Thos. 
Blewits hands.”262

 

 

“January 1792 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summons the following persons to attend at the next court as 
jurors to wit, Joseph Hines, Richd. Adams, John Sneed, Benj. Long, David Sneed, Jonathan Alred, Wm. 
Wall, Isem Haley, Stephen Cole, Jesse Bounds, Wm. McGuire, Richd. Ussery, Charles Robeson Jr., 
Pleasant Mask, Wm. McDonald, Silvester Chun, John Mask, Jesse Baldwin, Zach. McDaniel, Wm. Thomas 
Senr., John Covington Senr., Henry Covington, John Watkins, John McDowel, Wm. Jornigan, Lott 
Stricklin, Henry Stringfellow, Henry Adcock, James Coleman, John Robeson, Peter Ussery, Wm. Hunter 
Jr., Nicholas Clark, Thos. Gibson Senr. & Isreal Sneed & make return to the next court.”263

 

 

 I think the following deed probably refers to John Wall Covington, son of our own John 

Covington, because it is known that he married an Elizabeth.  But it should also be noted that the 

land he was selling was located on Bagget’s Branch, which is the location that William and his 

son, John, Covington were located on.  Ambiguity continues... 
 

“This indenture made this twenty fifth of January one thousand seven hundred and ninety two between 
John Covington of Richmond County in the State of North Carolina planter and Elizabeth his wife of one 
part and James Hunter of the same place of the other part  Witnesseth that the said John Covington & wife 
for and in consideration of ten pounds Current money of this state to them in hand paid ... they the said 
John Covington and wife hath Bargained and sold ... unto the James Hunter his heirs and assigns all that 
part of a tract of Land lying and being in the County of Richmond Granted to the said John Covington 
Beginning at a stake ... standing on the south side of Baggets branch in the fifty line of the tract ... 
Containing ten acres ... the said John Covington and wife have hereunto set their hands and seals the date 
above Written & 
Signed Seald and Delivered John Covington 
in presents of us & 
John Clements } Richmond County July Court 1792 
then the within Deed was duly proved in Open Court by the oath of John Clemons ordered to be 
Registered.  Test. Wm Love Clk”
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“April 1792 ... Grand Jury sworn &c., Wm. Thomas Sr. foreman, John Covington Sr., John Sneed, John 
McDowel, Charles Robeson Jr., Peter Ussery, Wm. Jornigan, Thos. Gibson Senr., Isreal Sneed, Jesse 
Baldwin, David Sneed, Richd. Ussery, Henry Covington, Wm. McGuire, & Stephen Cole &c.”
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“[No. 587]  State of North Carolina Recorded in the secretarys office. J Speight Dsec. 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting – Know ye that we for and in consideration of the sum 
of Ten pounds for every hundred acres hereby granted paid into our Treasury by John Covington have 
given and granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said John Covington  A Tract of land 
containing one hundred and fifty Acres lying and being our County of Richmond Begining at a lightwood 
Stake said to be Philimon Thomas’s upper corner on the south side of Murleys Creek and runs as Thomas’s 
line ... crossing Crawfords road ... As by the plat hereunto annexed doth appear ... provided always that the 
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said John Covington shall cause this Grant to be Registered in the Registers Office of our said County of 
Richmond within the time limited by law otherwise the same shall be void and of no effect.  In Testimony 
Whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent and our Great seal to be hereunto affixed.  
Witness Richard Dobbs Spaight Esquire our Governor Captain General and commander in chief at 
Newburn the 27th day of November in the eighteenth year of our Independence and in the year of our lord 
One thousand seven hundred and ninety three. 
By his Excellys Comd Richd Dobbs Spaight 
 J Glasgow Secretary”
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“6 Feb 1794 Benj Covington esq enters 100 ac in Richmond Co on E side of Cartledges Cr; between John 

Covington’s and Solomon Everitt’s surveys; warrant issued 15 May 1794; Treasr £1.1; fees £0.6.8.”
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“This Indenture made this twenty eighth day of June in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety 
four between John Wall, William Wall, John Covington & Henry Covingtona acting Executors to the last 
will and Testament of the late Col. Thomas Crawford of the one part and Henry Wm Harrington of the 
other part all of the County of Richmond in the State of North Carolina  Witnesseth that the said late Col. 
Thomas Crawford by his last will and Testament proved & now of record in the Court of the said County 
did request his aforesaid Executors to exchange for other land all the land which he the said late Col. 
Thomas Crawford held by purchase from Col. Charles Medlock and that they the four acting Executors in 
compliance with the said request made in the last will and Testament of the late Col. Thos Crawford as 
aforesaid and for the consideration of the sum of five shillings current money to them in hand paid and for 
the further consideration of one thousand and eighty two acres of land situate near to & including the 
Chaney Cabbin land in the said County the receipt of the said sum of five shillings & of Titles to the said 
one thousand and eighty two acres of land is hereby acknowledged, the said four acting executors by virtue 
of the power to them given by the aforesaid last will and Testament do hereby bargain sell alien enfeoff & 
confirm unto him the said Henry Wm Harrington ... forever four certain pieces, parcels, of tracts of land 
situate in the Said County of Richmond on both sides of ___ Creek as follows one of the said Land pieces 
parcels or Tracts of land Situated on both sides the said ___  Begins ... to a maple on Solomons Creek ... 
Containing one hundred & thirty acres ... being part of a tract of land which was Granted on the 26th day of 
May 1757 unto Jas Muckleroy which said part of one hundred thirty acres was by the said Grantee 
conveyed by Deed on the 24 day of July 1757 unto Thos Lacy and was on the 22nd July 1765 conveyed by 
the said Thomas Lacy by Deed unto Charles Medlock Esq. and by the said Charles Medlock unto Thomas 
Crawford by Deed the first of November 1767 as on record  the second piece parcel or tract of the first 
mentioned four pieces parcel or tracts of land hereby intended to be conveyed Begin at a pine in James 
Muckleroys line ... containing two hundred acres of land ... Being a part of a tract of land of three hundred 
& thirty acres which was granted on the 26 day of May 1757 unto James Muckleroy which said part of two 
hundred acres was by the said grantee conveyed by deed on the 24 day of July 1757 unto Archebald Black 
and was by the said Archebald Black on the 24 of October 1759 by deed conveyed to Chas. Medlock Esq. 
& by the said Chas. Medlock unto Col. Thos Crawford on Novr 1 1787 as on record  the third piece parcel 
or tract of the first mentioned four pieces parcels or tracts of Land hereby intended to be Conveyed Begins 
at a post oak ... to the old bridge on Solomons Creek ... containing two acres of Land ... being part of tract 
of Land which was granted on the 28 day of April 1762 unto Isaac Black & by the said Isaac Black conveyd 
unto Francis Black the 7 Novr 1767 & by the sd Francis Black conveyed unto John Thomas on the wr July 
1768 and by the sd John Thomas to Chas Medlock on the 9 Octor 1769 & by Chas. Medlock on the 4 
Novr 1787 conveyed unto Col. Thomas Crawford as on Record  The fourth piece parcel or tract of the 
first mentioned pieces parcels or tracts of land hereby intended to be conveyed begins at a Stake ... 

                                                 
a  Col. Thomas Crawford’s 1788 Will named “I appoint my brothers-in-law as executors to this my last will and testament, 

to wit, John Wall, William Wall, John Covington, Benny Covington and William Love.”  William Love wrote his will in 

1792, so he may have died, but Benjamin Covington was still alive.  Why, then, was his name replaced by that that of 

Henry Covington? 
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Solomons line ... to James Muckleroy ... containing four hundred acres of land ... which Tract of four 
hundred acres was granted to Colo Chas Medlock on the 26 day of [blank] 1770 as on record which said 
four parcels pieces or tracts of Land containing together seven hundred & thirty two acres of Land ... were 
by deed convey on the first day of Novr 1787 from Colo. Chas Medlock unto the said late Colo Thos 
Crawford as on record which said four pieces parcels or tracts of land hereby conveyed containing all four 
together Seven hundred & thirty two acres ...  In Witness Whereof the said four acting executors John 
Wall, Wm Wall, John Covington & Henry Covington have hereunto set their hands & seals the day & year 
first above Written. 
Signed sealed & Delivered John Wall 
in the presence of Wm Wall 
John Wall Jun. John Covingtona 
Mark Cole Henry  X  Covington 
John Covington 
State of N. Carolina }  October Session 1794 
Richmond County }  Then the within deed was duly proved in open court by the oath of Mark Cole  
ordered to be Registered  Test Tod. Roberson D.C. 
  for J. Terry Clk”
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“This Indenture made the 5th day of July 1795 between John Covingtonb of So Carolina Marlborough 
County of the one part and Matthew Covingtonc of North Carolina Richmond County of the other part.  
Witnesseth that the said John Covington for and in consideration of two hundred dollars ... have Bargained 
and Sold aliened Enfeoffed and confirmed unto the Said Matthew Covington  ... all that part of two tracts 
of Land Lying on Daggetts branch of Cartliges creek begining at a white oak a corner of William 
Covingtons Survey on the South west of said branch ... to John Clements land ... fifth corner of John 
Covingtons Three hundred acre Survey ... Except two acres on the uppermost part cor___ & by due to 
James Hunter near Said Hunters Spring and one hundred acres conveyed o Ben__ Everett where said 
Everett Settled now Williams ... the whole of said John Covingtons Three hundred acre Survey and what 
was coming to Said John by his Fathers William Covingtons by deed and will with the aforesaid Exceptions 
agreeable to James Hunter, Benjn Everett __ all of Record ... In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal this 5th July one Thousand Seven hundred and ninety five — 
Signed Sealed and Delivered } John Covington 
In presence of us } 
Thos P. Williams } 
Henry Covington }  N. Carolina, Richd County March Sessns 1803 
Then the within deed was Provin by the Oath of Henry Covington Ordered to be Registered. 
  Eli Terry Clk” 

 

 By the time of the 1800 census, the only adult John Covington still living in Richmond 

County was our own John Covington (William Covington in the listing below was William Wall 

Covington, son of John). 
 

                                                 
a  The signature of John Covington is remarkable, if it was not a clerical error made when the deed was transcribed by the 

clerk.  John Covington, one of the named brothers-in-law appointed by Col. Thomas Crawford to be his executor, signed 

his name with a mark in every other record we have of him. 
b  This John Covington was the son of William Covington (will proven Oct 1794). 
c  Matthew Covington was the oldest son of John Covington (d. 1803-1809) and Hannah Dockery (1st wife). 
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Richmond County, North Carolina 1800 census: 

 Males Females 

Head of Household 0
-1
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John Covington
a
 1 1 1  1     1 

William Covington 1  1     1   

Henry Covington
b
     1 1    1 

 

“This Indenture made the 26th day of January One thousand eight hundred & one between William 
Covington of the County of Richmond & State of North Carolina planter and John Covington Senr of the 
same place, Witnesseth that the said John Covington Senr for and in consideration of the natural affection 
to my son William Covington, and likewise for & in consideration of Ten pounds current money to me in 
hand paid have bargained, given, granted & confirmed to the aforesaid Son William Covington all that part 
of a tract of land lying on the South fork of Cartleges Creek, beginning at the mouth of a drain at a stake 
___ the old bridge and runs up said drain between the two plantations to the line in Stony Hill, then direct 
with the back line to Henry Covingtonsc land __ the Tobacco fields ... Containing Two acres and one 
eighth, then with the divisions between Henry Covington & Wiley Covingtond to the south fork, then down 
the south fork to the aforesaid drain Containing One hundred acres ... Except that the said John Covington 
Sen hath reserved to himself during his life the use of the old Bell fields with the orchards, and all the 
Timber within the fork of aforesaid drain, and what is known by the name of the Bell field branch ... In 
witness whereof I the said John Covington have hereunto set my hand & seal this 26th day of Jany 1801 – 
Signed sealed & delivered in presence of us 

 Matthew Covington John  +++  Covington 
 Benjm Covington 
July Sessions 1801.  The within Deed was proven in Court by the oath of Matthew Covington ordered to 
be registered. Test. ____ for Eli Terry Clk”
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“This Indenture made this 10th day of January one thousand eight hundred and seven between William 
McDowelle of the county of Richmond and State of No Carolina of the one part and John Covingtonf of 
the county and state aforesaid of the other part  Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of 
Seventy five pounds in hand paid by the Said John Covington ... do give grant bargain sell alien and confirm 
unto John Covington ... a certain Tract or parcel of Land containing one hundred and sixty acres ... Lying 
and being in the county of Richmond and State of No Carolina which was granted to John Covington by 
patent dated the 9th day of August 1787.  Begining at a marked pine in the third line of Said survey ... on 
Thomas Dockery’s Line ... on a Stony Ridge ... containing one hundred acres also another Tract of Land on 
the North Side of Baggetts Branch Begining at a pine ... said to be John Covington’s 3rd corner ... Dockery’s 
corner ... on a Stony Ridge ... containing fifty acres ... also another Tract of Land from Thomas Dockery to 
Richard Mason in Richmond County and state aforesaid on the waters of Cartileges Creek Begining at a red 
oak ... containing Ten acres ...  
Signed Sealed & Delivered } Wm McDowell 
In the presence of us } 

                                                 
a  Plus 12 slaves. 
b  Plus 8 slaves. 
c  This is probably the son of John Covington, though it could be a reference to John’s brother, Henry. 
d  Wiley Covington was son of John Covington. 
e  William McDowell was the son-in-law of John Covington Sr. – he married Sarah (“Sallie”) Covington, the daughter of 

John Covington and his first wife, Hannah Dockery. 
f  Since I do not know the date of John Covington Sr.’s death (will written 1803), I cannot be certain whether this is John 

Covington Sr. (father) or John Covington Jr. (son).  I am reasonably confident that it was the father, however. 
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Test  John Smith }  Richmond County 
 Wm Coulther }  March Term 1807 
The within was proven by William Coulther ordered to be Registered 
   Wm P Leak Clk”
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 John Covington is listed with the DAR as “providing patriotic service in North Caroli-

na.”
271

 

 

 John Covington died about 1808, in Richmond County, North Carolina, allegedly as a 

“result of injuries received fighting during Indian Wars early in life.”
272

 

 
“A document is on file in Matthew Covington’s D.A.R. papers

a
 stating that his father, John Cov-

ington, died as a result of fighting in the Indian Wars ... also, Capt. William Hunter was a broth-

er-in-law of John Covington, as well as Thomas Everett, b. 1742, who fought in the Indian Wars 

under Capt. Floyd ...”
273

 

 

 John Covington’s will is copied in its entirety below (the following was copied from the 

original on file in Richmond County):
 274

 

 
 “In the name of God Amen.  I John Covington of the County of Richmond in the state of North Carolina 
being of sound and perfect mind and memory, blessed be God for his mercies, do this twelfth day of March in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and three make and publish this my last will and testament in manner 
following that is to say. 
 “First I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Nancy Covington fifty acres of land adjoining the Bell field & 
fresh field during her natural life and at her death to be equally divided between my sons John and Benjamin Coving-
ton.  And I also give to my wife Nancy Covington three negroes namely, Judy, Harry & Patty together with all their 
increase if any there should be during her natural life, and at her death to be divided between my nine children 
namely John, Elizabeth, Benjamin, Ann, William, Rebecca, Henry, Thomas, & James, as to my wife Nancy Coving-
ton should think best and entirely at her discretion.  I also give to my wife Nancy Covington one horse, bridle and 
saddle, three cows and calves, together with all my household and kitchen furniture and plantation tools of every 
description during her natural life and at her death to be divided at her discretion as before mentioned between my 
nine children namely, John, Elizabeth, Benjamin, Ann, William, Rebecca, Henry, Thomas and James. 

[Comment:  The above named children were all from his second marriage.  The children from his first mar-
riage are named immediately below.] 

 “Item, I give and bequeath to my son Mathew Covington the tract of land whereon I now live that is to say all 
the land I own on the North side of the south fork. 
 “Item, my will and desire is that my negro man Moses should be sold to the highest bidder and the money 
arising from the sale should be equally divided between my three daughters, namely, Hannah Covington, Molly 
Thomas, and Sally McDowell. 
 “Item, I give and bequeath to my son John Covington a tract of land adjoining Henry Covington’s then down 
the south fork to the mouth of a small branch between the bell field and the fresh field then up the said branch to 
the head then with a direct course to the line.  Also one negro woman named Tamar.  And my will and desire is that 
my son John Covington shall have Tamar’s three children namely Lucy, Rachel and Isbell together with all her other 
increase if any there should be, in order that the family of negroes should not be separated provided that he would 
pay to the different legatees, that is to say pay to the children of my last and present wife, (to wit) Nancy, their 

                                                 
a  The reader should, I think, take this information with a grain of salt.  I have found DAR “records” to be notoriously 

unreliable, and in some cases, outright fraudulent. 
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proportionable share of whatever sum of money my Executors hereafter named should think Tamar’s children to be 
worth and in order to make the value of their different equal and if my son John Covington should think proper not 
to do so, I wish my Executors to sell all the children Tamar now has or will have until my death to the highest 
bidders among the children of my last and present wife, Nancy Covington, and not to sell them out of the family of 
children by my last wife, and my will and desire is that my Executors hereafter named should have full power to 
make such and all other contracts as they may think proper in the management of all my affairs. 
 “Item, I give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth Cole one negro woman named Lucy to her and her heirs 
forever also one cow and calf. 
 “Item, I give and bequeath to my son Benjamin a tract of land lying on the south fork adjoining Edward Wil-
liams line also adjoining John Covingtons line described, also one negro boy named Sam. 
 “Item, I give and bequeath to my son William Covington one negro boy Jesse. 
 “Item, I give and bequeath to my daughter Ann Thomas one negro boy named Charles and one feather bed and 
furniture also one cow and calf. 
 “Item, I lend to my daughter Rebecca Smith one negro girl named Betty during her natural life and at her death 
to be equally divided with all her increase if any there should be between all the children of her body lawfully begot-
ten, also one feather bed and furniture and one cow and calf. 
 “I give and bequeath to my three sons William, Henry and Thomas Covington three hundred acres of land lying 
in Anson County to be equally divided between them.a 
 “I give and bequeath to my son Henry Covington one negro boy named Bob. 
 “Item, I give & bequeath to my son Thomas Covington one negro boy named George, also one horse saddle and 
bridle. 
 “Item, I give and bequeath to my son James Covington one negro boy named Richmond, also one horse saddle 
and bridle. 
 “And lastly I hereby appoint make and ordain my trusty friends, John Wall, Sr.b, John Wall, Jr. and John Snead, 
Executors to this my last will and testament to act with all that discretionary which to them in their judgment seems 
best. 
 “In witness whereof I the said John Covington have to this my last will and testament set my hand and affixed 
my seal the day the year above written. 
 his 

John  X  Covington (SEAL) 
 mark 

 “Signed, sealed and delivered by the said John Covington Testator in the presence of 
 Moses Chambers 
 Stephen Cole 
 Peter M. Cole 
North Carolina } January Session 1809 
Richmond County}” 

 

 The estate records of John Covington Sr. inform us: 

 
“North Carolina, Richmond County.  Nancy Covington’s receipts for $272.50.  Rec’d Dec’r 26

th
 day 1801 

of John Covington, Jun’r the sum of seventy five dollars and fifty cents.  Rec’d also on the 9
th

 day of 

August 1803 the sum of one hundred dollars.  Rec’d the above sums on the days above mentioned for the 

support of the family of John Covington, Sen’r. which different sums above mentioned are to be paid to 

John Covington, Jun’r with interest from the dates of the receipts thereof.  Acct. of the estate of the s’d 

John Covington Sen’r.  Nancy Covington (x her mark)  Wit. Wm. Covington & John Cole. 

                                                 
a  This is the land that John Covington inherited from his deceased brother William Covington – the one who died in the 

Revolutionary War. 
b  John Wall, Sr., one of the executors of John Covington’s will, was his brother-in-law. 
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“An Inventory of the negro property belonging to the estate of John Covington, deceased.  Moses, Jude, 

Tamer, Sam, Lucy, Harry, Jesse, Charles, Bob, George, Richmond, Jim, Betty, Patty, Martin, Lucy of 

Tamer, Rachel, Becky, Charles of Tamer, Frank & Jude of Tamer. 

“Know all men by these presents that we Robert Thomas and Henry Covington both of the State of South 

Carolina and James McN. Smith of the County of Richmond, State of North Carolina are held and firmly 

bound unto John Wall, Jun.
a
 acting executor to the last will and testament of John Covington, dec’d, the 

just and full sum of two thousand dollars lawful money to which payment well and truly to be made and 

done we bind ourselves our heirs, executors or administrators jointly or severally firmly by these presents 

sealed with our seals and dated this 21
st
 day of Feb’y 1809.  The condition of the above obligation is such 

that whereas John Covington, dec’d in his last will and testament did bequeath and leave to his son Henry 

Covington one negro boy named Bob, and to his dau. Ann Thomas one negro boy named Charles and lent 

to his dau. Rebecca Smith one negro girl named Betty and further whereas the s’d John Wall, Executor as 

aforesaid hath this day given the said Robert Thomas, Henry Covington and James McN. Smith possession 

of the said negroes.  Now at anytime after this date if it should be made appear to the said John Wall that 

the said estate should be indebted in any manner so as to require any part of said estate so delivered to be 

given up in order to pay off and discharge all debts due by said estate, and further now if at any time 

hereafter the said Robert Thomas, Henry Covington and James McN. Smith their heirs executors or 

administrators should refund back again and deliver the said negroes to him the said John Wall whenever 

required or asked for, then the above obligation to be void, else to be and remain in full force and virtue the 

day and year first above written.  (signed) Robert H. Thomas and Henry Covington in presence of Wm. 

Covington. 

“Jno. Wall, Jun., Executor to the estate of Jno. Covington, Sen’r, deceased.  Amount of sales as follows, 

to wit.  Sold to John Covington, Jun. $1036.24.  Benjamin Covington $371.27, William McDowell, 

$270.00 & Nancy Covington, $50.00, one note on John Cole for $60, and one note on Henry Covington 

for #30.  Total 1877.51.  The estate paid to Jesse Cole $14.77, William Covington $5.00, John Crawford 

$2.47, Peter Stancill $11.20, John Wall, Gen. $13.45, Wm. Corther $61.80, Daniel McIntosh $11.50, Leah 

Puckett $44.11, Elijah Thomas $26.52, John Clark $24.60, Wm. P. Leak $4.68, Wm. T. Cole $5.62, Atlas 

Jones $8.00, James Hunter $2.05, Estate of Jno. Covington, Jun. $378.05, William Crawford $1862.  

Executors charge for managing the estate 5 per cent on $1877.51 is $93.87.  Balance $1130.48. 

“We the committee appointed to settle with John Wall Jun., Exec. of John Covington, Sen., dec’d after 

examining the list of sales as also the vouchers against said estate, report that there remains in the hands of 

the said executor the sum of eleven hundred and thirty dollars and forty eight cents as stated within.  16 Sep 

1811.  Given under our hands.  Wm. P. Leak, James Cole and Jno. Cole.”
275

 

 

 The alert reader will have noticed that John Covington did not buy and sell much land, 

and had very little at the time of his death.  Yet, in the inventory above, are listed 21 slaves.  That 

many slaves with so little land suggests to me that he was engaged in some sort of labor-

intensive business that required little to no land.  I have no clue, however, as to what earned him 

his relative prominent (translation: wealthy) status in the community.  One possibility is that he 

was engaged in the tapping and preparation of pine tar to be shipped to the coast; North Carolina 

is not known as the “Tar Heel State” for nothing. 

 

 Nancy (Wall) Covington has been stated to have died in 1826.
276

  I have seen no record 

or basis on which to make the assertion that she died in 1826.  Instead, I think she continued to 

live through the 1830 census, as I will attempt to show. 

 

                                                 
a  Both John Wall Sr. and John Wall Jr. were named as executors of John Covington’s Will.  John Wall Jr. was the oldest 

son of John Wall Sr. and his first wife, Agnes Moorman.  John Wall Sr. was the brother of John Covington’s second wife, 

Nancy Wall. 
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 In the 1810 Richmond County census she was apparently the older female in the house-

hold of her son James Covington: 
 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1810 census: 
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 In the 1820 Richmond County census Nancy (Wall) Covington was counted as the head 

of her own household, and living with one young male, who was probably a grandson: 
 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1820 census: 
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 And in the 1830 census of Richmond County she was counted again, this time living 

alone, with the same number of slaves as she had in 1820: 
 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1830 census: 
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 Our best estimate of when Nancy Wall was born is 1748.  So in 1830 she would have 

been 82 years old, which is precisely where the above Nancy Covington was counted.  Therefore 

I think she probably died soon after the 1830 census, but before the 1840 census. 

 

 John and Hannah (Dockery) Covington were the parents of four children: 

 

1. Matthew P./D. Covington; b. 24 Jan 1760 in Queen Anne’s Co., Md.;
277

 d. 1839 in Car-

roll Co., Tn.;
278

 m. (1) Sarah (Sallie) Covington
d
, d. before 1805, (2) Martha Yates before 

12 Mar 1812
279

. 

“He married [about 1788
280

 [Sarah] Sallie Covington, his cousin, who was daughter of his uncle Henry.  

Matthew was a surveyor in the employ of the Colonial Government.  The job of surveyor was much more 

important in the early days than it is today since the government lands for settlers played such an im-

portant part. He worked under the British rule of George III, King of England at that time.  During the 

                                                 
a  Plus 4 slaves.  In his will John Covington left Nancy, his widow, 3 slaves, and James, his son, 1 slave. 
b  Plus 2 slaves. 
c  Plus 2 slaves. 
d  She was his first cousin, daughter of Henry Covington and Elizabeth (Sands) Covington. 
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Revolutionary War of 1776, Mathew was captured and carried to England
a
 where he was kept a prisoner 

until the close of the war.”
281

 

“Pension application of Matthew Covington S2444 

“State of Tennessee Carroll County: On this 10
th

 day of December 1832 personally appeared in open court 

before the Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions now sitting Matthew Covington a resident of 

the County and State aforesaid aged seventy-three years the 24
th

 day of January next, who being first duly 

sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the 

Act of Congress passed the 7
th

 day of June 1832. 

 “That he entered the service of the United States as a volunteer at the age of 15 in the month of 

October 1775 in Anson County and served as a guard at Anson Court-house under command of Colonel 

Thomas Wade and Captain William Hunter Senior for the period of two months in the year 1776 about the 

month of April declarant states that he was drafted to march against the Cherokee Indians under command 

of Colonel David Love, Captain William Hoy
b
, Major Davidson, Lieutenant Davidson; the troops were 

encamped at Mark’s ferry till the latter part of that month of May when we marched between Salisbury & 

Charlotte & crossed Catawba River at the Island Ford marched across the head of the Broad River to 

Turkey Cove Fort stayed there about one month from there we marched up one prong of Broad River and 

joined General Rutherford’s Army at the Pleasant Garden.  Anson County being the lowest down the 

country and consequently the furthest off General Rutherford proposed that if 100 volunteers would turn 

out from Anson County the balance might return home.  Accordingly I turned out under the same officers I 

marched under from Anson from the Pleasant Garden we marched across the Blue Ridge thence crossed 

French Broad River and on to the Cherokee towns & burnt a considerable number of the towns and 

destroyed their corn &c these towns were on a prong of French Brevard called Tennessee after destroying 

these towns General Rutherford proposed for 1200 volunteers to go on to Hiwassee a distance of about 30 

miles further to the Overhill or Valley towns I again volunteered.  We killed a few Indians and burnt their 

towns the day after we marched for Hiwassee the South Carolina troops had a battle with and defeated the 

Indians.  On our return from Hiwassee we passed through the battle Ground and back to our troops at 

Tennessee thence by the same route we were marched out back to Anson County about the last of October 

this tour was six months. 

 “The declarant states that from the time of his return from the Cherokee Nation till the year 1780 

nothing of importance transpired in his section of County, after Charleston was taken by the British in May 

1780 the Tories became so troublesome in the Country where declarant lived that it was unsafe for any man 

who was a friend to his Country to stay at home.  Sometime after Charleston was taken declarant had to 

leave his Country on account of the Tories & went into Wake County that the there volunteered under 

Captain William Hunter Junior & joined Colonel Davie’s Regiment at the Waxhaw settlement in this 

Regiment he served three months while the British were in possession of Camden.  This service was 

reconnoitering the Country between the Waxhaw & Camden the precise time when declarant entered the 

service is not recollected after being discharge from this service he declarant returned home to Anson 

County declarant then volunteered under Captain William Hunter Senior & was engaged two months 

driving cattle to General Green’s
c
 Army which were then encamped about six miles above Cheraw Hill.  

Declarant states that about this time Colonel Culb & Colonel Wade were engaged removing their property 

into the interior of North Carolina for safety and were attacked and defeated by the Tories at Piney Bottom 

in Cumberland County.  After this Captain Hunter’s Company & others perhaps to the amount of 300 men 

from North & South Carolina marched in pursuit of the Tories & crossed Drowning Creek at the widow 

Cathys at that place some of our party killed four Tories, made a route Drowning Creek & recrossed at 

Overstreet’s ferry our business being entirely with the Tories our routes were in different directions as the 

emergency of the cases required & without intermission until the 21
st
 July 1781.  I was taken prisoner with 

three others Patrick Travis of Fayetteville, a Mr. Sprole [sic, Spruill?] of Cape Fear and John Rogers of 

Anson County taken by a party of Tories in Cumberland County we were taken to the Tory headquarters at 

the Raft Swamp stayed there a few days when Colonel Elrod with about 30 men was dispatched with us to 

Wilmington who delivered us to Major Craig a British Major where were kept till the British Evacuated 

                                                 
a  Not true.  See pension application below.  He was captured, but he was not sent to England. 
b  “The War Department interpreted this name as ‘Hay’.” 
c  “sic Nathaniel Greene’s” 
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Wilmington when we were removed to Charleston & there remained prisoners until about the middle of 

February 1782 a period of about seven months. 

 “The declarant states that his service in scouting parties traversing the Country in pursuit of the Tories 

the time & periods of which he cannot precisely recollect together with the periods particularly mentioned 

will amount to more than two years. 

 “The declarant states that he has no documentary evidence by which he can prove the above service 

and that he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure by whom he can prove all of the above 

service but states that he can prove his service in the Cherokee nation by James Cole whose affidavit is 

annexed. 

 “He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the present and 

declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State whatever. 

 “Sworn and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 

 “S/ Edward Gwin, Clerk S/ Matthew Covington 

“Questions by the Court 

“1
st
  Where and in what year were you born? 

“A.  I was born in the Easton Shore of Maryland Queen Anne’s County in the year of our Lord 1760. 

“2
nd

  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 

“A.  I have arrived at my age from my Grandfather who was Clerk in the congregation where I was 

born but it was sent for by some person in South Carolina for some purpose and was never 

returned. 

“3
rd

  Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War 

and where do you now live? 

“A.  I lived in Anson County State of North Carolina, where I continued until the year 1828 when I 

removed to Carroll County in the State of Tennessee where I now live. 

“4
th

  How were you called into service: were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if 

in substitute, or whom? 

“A.  I was drafted to the Cherokee Nation, all the rest of my service I volunteered I never was a 

substitute. 

“5
th

  State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, such 

Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 

“A.  My service was entirely with the Militia consequently I was not acquainted with the regular 

officers.  I was not acquainted with any Continental Regiment or militia Regiment but those 

already mentioned & the General Circumstances of my service is given in my declaration. 

“6
th

  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has 

become of it? 

“Ans.  After I returned from the Cherokee Nation I received pay for the tower [tour] and I suppose I 

had a discharge but don’t recollect whether or not I had I don’t recollect who give it or what 

became of it for any of the balance of my service I never received discharge or pay. 

“7
th

  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify 

as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 

“Ans.  Colonel John Clark, Thomas Crawford, William Lattimore, Merit Randle, Isaiah Sneed, James 

Cole, Thomas Hamilton &c. 

“State of Tennessee Carroll County: [date obliterate]  day of December 1832 appeared in open court James 

Cole of the County & State aforesaid before the Justices of the Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions now 

sitting for said County and made oath in due form of law that he was well acquainted with Matthew 

Covington who subscribed & swore to the foregoing Declaration prior to & during the revolutionary war 

that he served with him in the Cherokee tower [tour] as stated in the foregoing declaration and that he has 

good reason be believe all the statements made in the said declaration are true having a personal knowledge 

of the most of the Circumstances stated, that when the said Covington returned from Charleston where he 

has reason to believe he was confined as a prisoner as stated that he was in bad health & appeared that he 

had suffered greatly and was a considerable time before he was able to attend to business of any kind he 

further states that the said Matthew Covington was a true friend to his Country during her struggle for 

independence.  Sworn to & subscribed in open court the day and year above written. 

 S/ Edwin Gwin, Clerk S/ James Cole...”
282
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[Comment:  The initial “P” for Matthew’s middle name is the subject of much confusion.  McSwain, in My 
Folk, 283 asserts that it stands for “Poythress.”  This I find to be more absurdity!  How could Matthew, born in 
1760, inherit the name of his step-mother’s grandmother, 10 years before his father married Nancy 
Wall???!!!.  E. E. Covington asserts that, in reality, it was not a “P” at all, but a “D” (for “Dockery”),284 which 
could easily be misread from the old script handwriting.  Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek and Da Costa E. Covington 
assert that the “P” stood for “Patton” — from the 1830 Tennessee census records,285 but the 1830 census of 
Carroll Co., TN, only lists him as Mathew Covington, i.e., no middle name or initial.  I do not know what it 
was, but “Poythress” it is not!  ... if, indeed, he had a middle name or initial at all.  But D. E. Covington also 
quotes a record he found in Richmond County that states: 

“State of North Carolina 
“Richmond County This day Matthew Covington came before me, a Justice of the Peace 
and made oath that at the time Mr. Robert Webb was Entry Taker in Richmond County, 
Timothy Guard with a number of Toryes in arms beset his house, plundered and destroyed his 
household goods, likewise a considerable sum of money with the Entry book in which were a 
considerable number of Entryes but in the morning Mr. Webb had it in his power by the locations 
to make a transcript so that Justice might be done, to individuals and to the public and William 
Love, the then Clerk of the County, undertook to transcribe the P. Book by order of the County 
Court which appears to be misnumbered at the number 111 to 124 which appears to be a mistake 
in William Love’s transcribing the P. book. 
 “Whereas I, M. P. Covington have been well acquainted in the County for six years past and 
as Deputy Surveyor, never heard any complaint of and individual claiming the P numbers that are 
omitted for the reason I believe it is a mistake in Mr. Love. 
 (Signed) Matthew Covington”

286
 

... indicating that he might have had a middle name and initial, after all.] 

2. Hannah Covington; b. 1763;
287

 d. bef. 1840; m. Samuel Covington
a
 
288

 

Very little is known about this pair.  Some of the authors provide a list of children (unverified), among 

whom was a daughter Charlotte.  In the 1810 census of Richmond County was listed a Samuel Covington, 

age over 45, and wife, age over 45, with 3 sons and 6 daughters.  I cannot find them in the 1820 census, but 

in the 1830 Richmond County census are Samuel Covington, age 60-69, a wife, age 60-69, and 1 daughter.  

There is no appropriate listing in Richmond County in the 1840 census, but the census of Rutherford Coun-

ty lists a Samuel Covington, age 80-89, living with a female, age 40-49, who is “insane” and an “idiot.”  

Then in the 1850 census of Richmond County a Samuel Covington, age 90, is living with a Charlotte Cov-

ington (his daughter?), age 50.  He was listed as a pauper, and she as deaf & ??? [cannot read]. 

Thus if all these are the same man, and he is the Samuel Covington that married his cousin, Hannah Cov-

ington, it appears that she died 1830-1840, and that he survived until at least 1850. 

3. Mary (“Molly”) Covington [twin of Sarah, below]; b. ca. 1766;
289

 d. bef. 1828 in Dickson Co., 

TN; m. Stephen Thomas (b. 1765, d. 1825)
290

 

“Stephen Thomas was born about 1765 in Queen Anne’s County, MD, the son of William and Hannah 

(Pratt) Thomas.  He moved with his family from Maryland to Richmond County, NC. 

 “Stephen enlisted in the Revolutionary Army when he was just 16 years old on 12 May 1781.  He was 

wounded in the Battle of Eutaw Springs by a musket ball, breaking his thigh.  He drew a pension for this 

disability and always walked with a limp afterwards.  He married Mary Covington about 1783.  They had 

two sons, John Covington Thomas (b. 1785), William Thomas (birth date unknown) and one daughter 

(name unknown). 

                                                 
a  Son of Henry and Elizabeth (Sands) Covington. 
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 “The family moved to Tennessee about 1796 where he bought 210 acres of land from John Vaughan 

(Montgomery County Deed Book B, page 417) in Palmyra.  He is listed in the Montgomery County Tax 

Records of 1798.  In Deed Book B, there is a record of Stephen selling land to Nathan Thomas.  It is be-

lieved that Nathan was his brother as both are listed in their father, William Thomas’, will dated 1800, filed 

in Richmond County, NC, Will Book 1, page 80. 

 “In 1803 Stephen Thomas was appointed a guardian of Charlotte and Hannah Cobb, heirs of William 

Cobb, deceased, and was the executor of his estate as well (Will Book A, pages 202 and 205).  Stephen 

Thomas and William Thomas were witnesses for a deed transferring property in Montgomery County from 

Benjamin Thomas to John Thomas in the April term 1813, Book 1, pages 391 and 392. 

 “On 19 Apr 1813, Stephen signed a deed of conveyance (Montgomery County Book 5, pages 217 and 

219) along with John Thomas, Nathan Thomas, George Thomas, Zachariah Ratliff and Elizabeth Ratliff, all 

giving over their inheritance rights to 96 acres of land in Richmond County, NC, to their brother, William 

Thomas.  There are many other documents indicating that Stephen Thomas was involved in the community 

life of Montgomery County all the time he was living there. 

 “In Stephen’s will dated 20 Aug 1824, filed in Dickson County on 26 Apr 1827, he left some specific 

items to this two sons, John C. and William.  He left the remainder of his land and possessions to his wife, 

Mary.  Upon her death everything was to be sold.  Since these is an inventory account of the sale of Ste-

phen’s estate filed 19 Jul 1828, it is assumed that his wife, Mary, died by that time. 

 “Stephen’s son, John Covington Thomas, went with Andrew Jackson through Mississippi to the Battle 

of New Orleans.  He married Sarah Terrell and moved to Jones County, MS.  He was the first representa-

tive from two counties in Mississippi – state senator and probate judge.  John and Mary had 12 children.  

They moved to Arkansas where John lived until he died in 1861 in Calmer, Cleveland County.”
291

 

 “In the name of God Amen.  I, Stephen Thomas of the County of Dickson and State of Tennessee con-

sidering the uncertainty of this Mortal life and being of sound and perfect mind and memory blessed be to 

God for the same do make and publish this my last will and Testament in manner and form following that 

is to say, First: I leave my Soul to God imploring his special blessings thereon for Christs sake. 

 “Secondly – My Will and desire is that all my just debts be paid. 

 “Third – I will, leave and bequeath unto my two sons John C Thomas and William Thomas all my 

books, my watch and wearing apparel to be equally divided between them. 

 “Fourth – I leave and bequeath unto my beloved Wife Mary Thomas all my land my negroes, horses, 

cattle, hogs with all my tools and plantation utensils and all my household and kitchen furniture with all 

other articles, debts dues or demands whatsoever not heretofore named or bequeathed during her natural 

life and at her death what may then be remaining of my said estate to be sold and equally divided between 

my three surviving sons, and Daughters and lastly I hereby nominate and appoint my beloved wife Mary 

Thomas my sole Executrix to this my last Will and Testament hereby revoking all former Wills by me 

made.  But it is to be understood that my desire that my said Executrix be permitted to administer on this 

my last Will and Testament without giving any security for her performance. 

 “In testimony whereof I the said Stephen Thomas have hereunto set my hand and seal this twentieth 

day of August one thousand and eight hundred and twenty four. 

  S. Thomas 

“Signed, sealed, published and declared by the named Stephen Thomas to be his last Will and Testament in 

the presence of us who have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses in presence of the Testator. 

 D. McAdoo 

 Robert Livingston 

 “State of Tennessee, Dickson County, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, July Term 1825.  Then was 

the last Within last Will and Testament of Stephen Thomas decd. produced in open Court and proven by 

the oaths of David McAdoo and Robert Livingston subscribing witnesses thereto and ordered to be record-

ed.  Field Farrar, Clerk 

 “State of Tennessee, Dickson County, April 26
th

 1827.  Then was the last Will and Testament of Ste-

phen Thomas decd. Recorded in Book A, pages 80-81. Field Farrar, Clerk”
292

 

4. Sarah (“Sally”) Covington [twin of Mary, above]; b. ca. 1766;
293

 m. William McDowell
294
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 [1811]  “In the name of God Amen, I, William McDowell of North Carolina, Richmond County, being 

of sound mind and memory, do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form fol-

lowing, to wit. 

 I give to my beloved wife Sally McDowell during her widowhood all my lands with all their improve-

ments and advantages whatsoever lands lying on the head of the south fork of Cartledges Creek.  At her 

marriage, if it ever should happen, my will is that she have one half of my aforesaid lands divided at the 

discretion of my executors, likewise during her widowhood all my personal effects, stocks of all kinds 

whatsoever.  At her marriage if ever it should happen my will is that my wife have one sixth part of the 

above mentioned personal estate, stocks, etc., at her disposal forever. 

 “I give to my two sons John McDowell and James McDowell all my lands as above described to be di-

vided at the discretion of my executors.  John McDowell my eldest son to have his part when the marriage 

of my wife should happen, if it never should happen, at her death by paying my executors fifty dollars for 

the use of other children, my son James, excepted. 

 “My will is that my son James McDowell have his part of my lands at his mother’s death and that my 

wife, if she continues in her widowhood, shall have all the lands and personal estate that I may be pos-

sessed with at my death at her discretion and that if at her marriage she have my son James part during her 

natural life.  My will is that my son James McDowell at receiving his equal share of my lands pay fifty dol-

lars for the use of my daughters to be distributed by my executors.  In the last place, I leave to my three 

daughters Elizabeth, Polly and Nancy all my personal estate at my wife’s marriage or death with what my 

two sons quotas of fifty dollars for their use to be divided between the aforesaid three daughters with twen-

ty five dollars that I bequeath to my granddaughter Julia Cother to be taken out of my personal estate after 

paying all just debts.  I appoint Matthew Covington and John Denson executors to this my last will etc.  

William McDowell.  In witness I have hereunto subscribed my name in presence of the subscribing wit-

nesses Matthew Covington and John Smith.”
295

 

 

 The nine children of John Covington and his second wife were: 

 

5. John Wall Covington; b. ca. 1771; d. 1809 in Marlborough District, S.C.;
296

 m. Elizabeth 

_____
297

 

“The State of South Carolina, Marlborough County.  In the name of God Amen.  I, John Wall Covington 
of the State and District aforesaid, being in a low state of health, but of a sound mind and of a disposing 
memory through the mercy of God, do make this my last will and testament. 
 “First, I commit my soul unto the hands of God who gave it, resting my hope in the merits of Jesus 
Christ, my redeemer for a blessed immortaility.  My body I commit to the grave, requesting only a decent 
and Christian-like burial.  As to my worldly estate, wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me, I will and 
desire that it may be disposed of in the following manner  That is to say  Out of the funds I have in the 
hands of William Thomas, Esq. consisting of my undivided part of his last years crop of cotton suppose to 
be ten or twelve bales, that part of a debt due by Nathaniel Coggeshall to him for produce sold my part of 
which amounts to about three hundred and twenty dollars, and also my undivided part of all the lumber 
sawed while I lived with him, since his mills have been rebuilt, the probable amount I can only guess, but 
fully confiding in him my executors will meet with no difficulty in a settlement.  Also the hire of my 
Negroes to John Lide, when due being about thirty four hundred and fifty lbs. of clean cotton, and a sum 
of money which is due me from my father’s estate, and which I have sued for.  I wish my executors 
hereafter named to collect and pay all my just debts, the principal part of which is due to the executors of 
my father’s estate for certain Negroes I lately purchased at the sale of the same. 
 “If these funds I have named should not be found sufficient to discharge all my just debts I will and 
desire that my executors sell one or more of my Negroes at their discretion, until the whole be fully paid 
and satisfied.  After which I will and desire that my executors hereafter to be named appoint three or five 
freeholders of good character to be approved by the ordinary of our district, aforesaid, to divide the 
following named Negroes, Jim, Sye, Cook, Billy, Captain, Tom, Jack, & Ned, young lads, & Julia, Rose 
Aneca, Tina, & Cate, also wench Tamer and her children, Lucy, Rachel, Beck, Charles, Frank and Jude, 
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equally according to their value, between my beloved wife Elizabeth Covington, and the child she is now 
pregnant with, which division when so made shall be final.  The one half allotted to my wife, I give to her 
and her heirs forever, also my household furniture, chairs and horse, and what ever else may not hereafter 
be disposed, to her and her heirs forever.  The other part which may be set apart to the un-born infant.  I 
give and bequeath to him, or her (as the case may be) and to his or her heirs forever. 
 “Lastly, should the infant not be born alive, or arrive to the age of discretion, in that case and no other, 
I desire and will that the part allotted to him or her be in like manner equally divided between my own 
brothers & sisters to each, or representative of each, one equal part, to them and their heirs forever. 
 “I do hereby appoint my well beloved and trusty friends, who have promised me to act, Major Jas. 
Gillespie, Malachi Pegues, Esq., & Francis Gillespie, executors of this my last will and testament, revoking 
all others I declare this my last will, in witness whereof I have this ninth day of July one thousand eight 
hundred nine in the thirty third year of American Independence, set my hand and affixed my seal.  James 
[sic] Covington.  Signed, sealed, published and declared to be the last will and testament of John Wall 
Covington by him, revoking all others in presence of Elias Jones & Robert Covington.  Proven 11 Aug 

1809.;  Wm. Easterling Ordinary Marlborough District, SC.”298 

“11
th

 Aug 1809 – will of John W. Covington decd was proved by oaths of Elias Jones and Robert 

Covington, subscribing wit; qualified James Gilispie, Malachi Pegues Esq. and Francis Gilispie, exrs; also, 

a codicil to last will annexed, appointed John Lide as exr. was proved by oath of George Strother Junr., a 

subscribing wit; dedimus issued to John Lide to qualify William Thomas, Benjamin Williams, Thomas 

Lide, Robert Lide and Alexander Lamb as appraisers.”
 299

 

“Dec 15
th

 1810.  Elizabeth Covington relict & widow of John Wall Covington petitioned the court for a 

division of the personal estate agreeable to the will of her husband, that the exrs. should choose five 

freeholders of good character; the exrs. Viz. James Gillispie, Malachi Pegues and Francis Gillespie; they 

chose the following: William Thomas, Thomas Lide, Alexander Lamb, Robert Lide and William 

Pegues.”
300

 

6. Elizabeth Covington; b. 1773;
301

 d. 1824; m. John Cole, Jr.
302

 

“State of North Carolina, Richmond County.  I, Elizabeth Cole of the County and State aforesaid being in 
a low state of health, but of sound and disposing mind and memory, do make and ordain this my last will 
and testament in manner and form following.  This is to say. 
 “I give to my son Mial H. Cole & his heirs forever my Negro many Joe. 
 “I give and bequeath to my daughter Harrieta and her heirs forever my Negro woman Lucy, and two 
cows and calves. 
 “I give to my son Wm. B. Cole, and his heirs forever my Negro boy Jesse. 
 “I give to my daughter Eliza Cole & her heirs forever my Negro boy Richmond. 
 “It is my will and desire that my daughter Harriet remain in the house I now occupy for the purpose of 
keeping together and taking care of the younger children which I hope none of my children will be opposed 
to. 
 “I nominate and appoint my son John Cole, executor to this my last will and testament, hereby 
revoking all others.  Elizabeth Cole (x her mark).  Signed, sealed, acknowledged and declared by the 
testatrix as her last will and testament in presence of us who have assigned in the presence of each other.  
Wm. P. Leak & Hannah Cole. 
 “The last will and testament of Elizabeth Cole was proven July Session 1824 Richmond County 
Probate Court by William P. Leak and Hannah Cole.”

303
 

“Thos. Crawford Administrator of Elizabeth Cole, deceased, sold four Negroes, Joe, Lucy, her infant child 

and a boy called Jesse on a credit of six months; and John Cole Jun. being the last and highest bidder 

became the purchaser at the price of $474.  Sold on 22
nd

 day of March 1826. 

                                                 
a  “Silas Drake of Richmond Co. m. Harriet Cole, daughter of John Cole, Jr. b. 1762 & Elizabeth ‘Betsy” Covington.” 
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 “We the committee appointed to settle with T. Crawford, Admr. of Elizabeth Cole, dec’d at October 

Court 1827 find from a sale of four negroes, Joe, Lucy, her infant child and a boy called Jesse, came into 

his hands four hundred and seventy four dollars and we report including his own account vouchers 

amounting to four hundred and sixty nine dollars and 98 ¼ cents, leaving a balance due from said Crawford 

four dollars and 1 ¾ of a cent.  Given under our hands this 23
rd

 day of January 1828.  John L. Campbell and 

George Goodrich.”
304

 

 

7. Benjamin C. Covington; b. 7 Feb 1775; d. 20 May 1850.
305

 “(Uncle Ben) married (1) 

Nancy Colter,
306

 (2) Hannah Everett.”
307

 

 “In the name of God Amen.  I, Benjamin C. Covington of the Co. of Richmond and State of North 
Carolina, being of sound mind and memory, but considering the uncertainty of my earthly existence do 
hereby make, publish and declare this to be my last will and testament and desire first that my executors, 
hereinafter named shall after my death provide for my body a decent and Christian like burial, and pay all 
funeral expenses out of the first money that may come into their hands. 
 “After my death I desire my executors to proceed to pay off and discharge all of my just debts, and that 
they may sell any of my property, either personal or real, not hereinafter given to my wife, and if any money 
is on hand at my death over and above enough to pay my funeral expenses, to apply it to the payment of my 
debts, and should my executor have to sell any property to pay debts with, they may sell either publicly or 
privately for cash or on terms best for all concerned. 
 “I will and bequeath to my loving wife Hannaha all the land whereon I now reside and which I am at 
this time seized and possessed of except that portion which lies north of a passway I have leading out from 
my son John C. Covington’s in a west direction to the publick road, and that which lies East of a branch 
which crosses the publick road between my house on the foard of Cartledges Creek, all that which is east of 
said branch and of a direct line from where the publick road crosses the Branch to a gate standing on or 
near the line between my land and son John’s, and which gate is on the passway from my house to my son 
John’s house, is hereby excepted.  The land given to my wife I desire her to have it during her natural life, 
and at her death to be equally divided between all my children, viz. John C. Covington, David A. 
Covington,b Jesse B. Covington and daughter Anne Powell, their heirs and assigns forever. 
 “I will and bequeath to my beloved wife Hannah Covington two horses, one of which shall be my 
buggy horse known by the name of Jack, the other one to be her choice of any on hand at my death.  Also 
my buggy & harness, three feather beds and their necessary furniture, and four Negro salves, viz., Richmond, 
and Jim, Judah & Hannah, the last named being Rachel’s youngest child.  This property I give my wife 
during her life and at her death said Negroes together with their increase and all other property devised 
from me I give to all of my children herein before named, to them and their heirs and assigns, to be equally 
divided among them. 
 “The Negroes and other property herein given my wife and the increase of the Negroes, I do not wish 
sold or removed out of the State, and if my wife should marry again and any attempt is made to remove the 
Negroes and other property, my executors are requested and hereby authorized to prevent it, and if in no 
other way to take the Negroes and other property in possession.  My wife is not permitted to sell any 
Negroes, only by the consent of my executors which she may do by their advise and with their consent, or 
with their consent she may exchange a turbulent and refractory slave for another and any Negroes so 
obtained and so exchanged to be secured to my children herein before named, so that all the Negroes & 
other property obtained from me either directly or indirectly shall at the death of my wife go to my children 
before named. 

                                                 
a  “Benjamin C. Covington, son of John Covington, was born 1774, and died 20 May 1855.  He married Hannah Everett, b. 

ca. 1780, daughter of Lawrence Everett and Phyllis Eubanks.  Buried at John C. Everett family graveyard, Richmond 

County, NC.” 
b  David A. Covington married Susannah Ann Pemelia Gathings, sister of James Jackson Gathings. 
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 “I desire my executors after my death to choose three men of sound discretion unconnected and 
disinterested in addition to what I have herein before given my wife to lay off and allot to my wife out of 
the stock, crop and provisions on hand a years allowance , for herself and Negro family; to allot to her a 
sufficiency of household and kitchen furniture, plantation and farming tools, a sufficient number of cattle, 
hogs, and sheep for her to raise from.  Then the balance of my crop, either growing or matured, provisions, 
stock, furniture & tools that are not allotted to my wife, my executors are requested to sell and divide 
among my children before named their heirs and assigns. 
 “I desire that my wife and son John have the privileges of my gin house and screw, cotton gin and 
blacksmith tools during the lifetime of my wife and then for them to go to my children before named and 
to be divided between them. 
 “I will and bequeath to my beloved children viz., John C. Covington, David A. Covington, Jesse B. 
Covington and Ann Powell their heirs and assigns, all the balance of my property, both real and personal 
estate including the following Negro Salves, viz., Rachel, Adam, Levi, Sandy, Caroline, Molly, Jethro, 
Harriett & Nancy together with their increase, and all the property which I have herein before given my wife 
Hannah.  I again repeat that at her death I give it to my children before named, their heirs and assigns, to be 
equally divided among them and for the division to be made by my executors choosing three men of 
respectability and discretion disinterested for them to allot, value and divide the property, except where a 
sale is necessary, then my executors in their discretion may sell. 
 “The property heretofore given my children & which I put them in possession of, to wit, to my son 
John C. Covington a Negro boy Bob and land heretofore given him and now in his possession and to D. A. 
Covington a Negro girl Tamey, and other property and money to my son Jesse B. Covington a Negro girl 
Stacy, and other property and money, to Ann Powell a Negro woman Cordney, and child Edmund I 
consider was about equal; I desire that each one remain in possession of their rights to the same without any 
further reckoning hereby confirming and approving of any trades or transfers which have been made of the 
same. 
 “Lastly, I appoint my sons John C. Covington and David A. Covington & son-in-law William Powella 
executors to this my last will and testament and request them to act as such.  In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my seal in the presence of two witnesses who in the presence of 
each other and in my presence have witnessed the same, this the 3rd day of June AD 1850.  B. C. Covington 
(seal) William L. Covington and Edwin P. Covington. 
Codicil.  Having purchased of Alfred Dockery on the 28th day of December 1851 a small piece of land 
containing twenty five acres and adjoining my house tract and on which is situate the gum spring, it has 
become necessary for me to annex a supplement or codicil to my last will and testament, for the purpose of 
making known what disposition I wish made of said land. 
 “It is then my will and desire that this 25 acres (and for a better description of it, reference is hereby 
made to its registration in Book W, Page 159 of the Register’s Office) be added to the land already given 
unto my beloved wife Hannah & to remain hers for and during her natural life, and at her death to be 
equally divided between my chidlren, Jno. C. Covington, David A. Covington, Jesse B. Covington & Ann 
Powell and their heirs and assigns forever. 
 “In witness of which I have hereunto set my hand and seal in the presence of Wm. F. Leak and Robert 
J. Steele, Sen’r Septembe 20th, 1851.  B. C. Covington (x his mark) (seal).  Proven in open court at July 
Term 1855 by Wm. L. Covington.”

308
 

8. William Wall Covington; b. 16 Jan 1777; d. 14 Jul 1858;
309

 m. (1) Mary Covington 

(first cousin, daughter of Henry Covington),
310

 (2) Sally Leake Terry,
311

 widow of Rev. 

William Terry
312

 

“Covington William [to] Covington Polley  1 Apr 1799  Matthew Covington”
313

 

                                                 
a  William and Ann (Covington) Powell moved to Johnson County, Texas, in the early to mid 1850s.  Their daughter, Eliza 

J. (Powell) married 1) John P. Covington, brother of Martha Wall Covington, and 2) James Jackson Gathings. 
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9. Ann/Nancy Covington; b. 1778;
314

 m. Robert H. Thomas
315

 of Marlboro, S.C.
316

 on 21 

May 1800
317

 

“Ann Covington daughter of John and his 2
nd

 wife Nancy (Wall) Covington married 21 May 1800 Robert 

H. Thomas, born 26 April 1773, died 18 April 1847 Marlboro Co, SC.  He was son of Rev. Robert Thomas.  

Ann died young and Robert H. Thomas married Dianna David...”
318

 

10. James Covington; b. ca. 1782;
319

 m. Nancy Cole
320

 

“James Covington ... married Nancy (Naomie) Cole, daughter of John Sr. and Jane Bounds Cole.  James 

and his wife Nancy went to Tenn. and settled near Matthew and his aunt Rebecca Crawford who married 1
st
 

Thomas Crawford and 2
nd

 John Clark. ... In the 1850 census he is listed as James Covington, 57, b. NC, 

with wife Naome, 50, b. NC with three sons and two daughters. ... James is buried in Covington Family 

Graveyard and the tombstone reads: ‘James Covington born in Richmond Co., NC 19 Feb 1793, died 25 

Jan 1858.  This cemetery is located about a mile south of Rochelle’s Store on a hill behind Aaron Taylor’s 

house...”
321

 

11. Thomas (“Big Tommy”) B. Covington; b. ca.1790;
322

 d. 24 Aug 1857
a
;
323

 m. (1) Jane 

Thomas
324

 in 1813
325

 (d. 1822 in Richmond Co., NC) (2) Louisa Stancill
326

 ca. 1824. 

In the 1850 Richmond County, NC, census, Thomas Covington, age 60 was listed with wife Louisa, age 45, 

and four children: Columbus (19), Elizabeth (16), Henry (14), and Harriet (12). 

12. Henry Covington; b. 1781;
327

 d. 11 Mar 1815;
328

 m. Winifred Stone 10 Dec 1797 

Winifred (Winney) Stone, was a daughter of Nicholas Stone and Susannah Williams (Nicholas was a signer 

of the Declaration of Independence).  He died 11 March 1815 at Camp Henderson, New Orleans, Jefferson 

Parish, Louisiana.  She died 9 Jan 1868 while on the way home from New Orleans. 

 “In the name of God Amen, I Henry Covington of the County of Robertson and State of Tennessee, be-

ing of sound mind and memory thanks to God for the same calling unto mind the mortality of my body do 

make and constitute and appoint this to be my last will and testament in manner following: 

 “My body to be buried in common form without pomp or parade. 

 “1.  I give to beloved wife Winney the tract of land whereon I now live, containing 330 acres during 

her life time, together with my stock of horses, cattle, hogs and farming utensils and household furniture, 

except property after mentioned.  After my wife’s death the land to be equally divided between sons Leroy, 

Nichols, Henry Lawson and should my wife had had a son in my absence as she was in a state of pregnancy 

then he is to share an equal division in the land with the above named boys. 

 “2.  I give to my son Leroy a certain 3 year old horse colt called Stack and to my son Nichols a certain 

year old filly by him claimed and I desire the old mare to be put to a horse next spring and the first colt she 

brings my son Henry Lawson to have.  The old mare to be the property of my wife forever. 

 “3.  A certain roan mare I direct to be sold by my executors at their discretion and the money arising 

from the estate to go towards the educating of my children.  The executors to pay particular attention to the 

schooling of my children. 

 “4.  I request that any stock over and above what is necessary to support of my family may be divided 

to the discretion of my executors to that use. 

 “5.  And as touching my slaves Nan and her children Tach and Polly, I leave to my wife during her 

lifetime, at her death to be equally divided between my daughters, Susanna, Elizabeth Lucy, Polly, Char-

lotte and Harrett and should my wife have a daughter since I left home as she was in state of pregnancy 

then it is to share equal division with other daughters. 

                                                 
a  I have been unable to confirm this date-of-death, or where it came from.  A number of researchers of his son, Thomas 

Dockery Covington, who became a Mormon Bishop, have asserted that Thomas Covington and his son moved to 

Noxubee County, Mississippi about 1840, and that Thomas Covington died there.  The 1840 census does show “R. Cov-

ington” as a resident, but not Thomas.  And the 1850 census of Richmond County seems to refute the whole notion that 

Thomas went to Mississippi.  But I can find no evidence of his death in Richmond County, nor can I find his grave. 
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 “6.  Should Nan (Slave) have more children, my eldest daughter should have use of first child, my se-

cond daughter the use of second child and so on according to age, at death of my wife and the whole of the 

negroes to be equally divided among my daughters above named. 

 “7.  As touching estate coming from my father, supposed to be about $400.00, one half of which I give 

my sons equally divided, between them as they become of age, the other half in like manner among my 

daughters. 

 “8.  My wife to give to my daughters as they marry any household furniture which she can spair. 

 “9.  My rifle gun to be sold and debts which are due me to be collected and the wages which may be-

come due for my services in the present campain to be collected and my lawful debts to be paid and the 

balance to my wife. 

 “10.  I appoint my beloved wife and Stephen Cole, my executrix and executor. 

“9 May 1815 Henry Covington 

“Witnessed: 

 William Pate 

 James Doss 

“Proven in open Court August Term 1815.”
329

 

13. Rebecca Covington; b. 1782;
330

 d. May 1865;
331

 m. James McN. (McNair
332

) Smith
333

 4 

Mar 1800 

“Smith James McN. Rebecca Covington 4 Mar 1800 MicaJah Gainey”
334

 

“State of South Carolina.  In the name of God Amen.  I, James McN. Smith of Marlborough District & 
State aforesaid, being of sound and perfect mind and memory (blessed be God) do this twenty third day of 
September in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fourteen make and publish this my last 
will and testament in the manner following, that is to say: 
 “I bequeath unto my beloved wife Rebecah Smith all of my estate to be at her command and disposal 
for the use and purpose of raising and educating my children during her widowhood.  But if should she 
marry, I wish the property to be equally divided amongst my children and my wife, she drawing a child’s 
share. 
 “I hereby make and ordain my beloved wife Rebecah Smith my executrix and my worthy friend 
William Wall Covingtona of Richmond Co., North Carolina executor to this my last will & testament.  In 
witness whereof I, the said Jas. McN. Smith, have to this my last will and testament set my hand and seal 
the day & year above written.  James McN. Smith.  Signed, sealed, published and declared in the presence of 
us, who were present at the time of his signing & sealing thereof.  Geo. C. McGee & Paul Way.  [Probated 
1845].”335

 

“State of North Carolina.  To the Sheriff of Richmond County, Greeting: We command you to summons 

Maj. George Northam, Hampton Covington, Thomas Smith and Matthew Watson as commissioners to go 

upon the premises where James McN. Smith, deceased, lived and died to lay off and allot to his widow, 

Rebecca Smith one years provisions out of the crop, stock and personal effects of her late husband, James 

McN. Smith, deceased, aforesaid besides the articles allowed her by law, and report to the next Term of this 

Court when and where you will make known how you have executed this writ.  Witness, Graham A. 

Nicholson, Clerk of our said County Court at office the third Monday of January in the 69
th

 year of the 

American Independence A.D. 1845.  G. A. Nicholson, CCC. 

“North Carolina, Richmond County.  An inventory of the estate of James McN. Smith, deceased, rendered 

by his executrix to July County Court 1846 shows the following Negroes, to wit. – Betty, aged about 48 

years; Harry, 29; Jack, 27; George, 25; Moses, 19; Jane, 16; Juda, 14; Tamar, 13 and Nancy 10 years old.  I 

received from Francis A. Terry, Esq., Adm’r of James McN. Smith upon a full settlement is reported to 

Court by ___ appointed for that purpose in good notes the sum of one hundred and fifty one and 36/100 

dollars.  Rebecca Smith (x her mark).  Sworn to and subscribed before R. S. McDonald, Clerk this 21
st
 day 

of July 1846.”
336

 

                                                 
a  This record is fairly important, because it is the only one found to date that gives the middle name of William Covington. 
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“North Carolina, Richmond County – Superior Court, June 1870.  John W. Thomas, Adm’r of Mrs. 

Rebecca Smith, dec’d, Plaintiff, vs. Lindsey Johnson and wife Susan Johnson, Philip Howell and wife 

Elizabeth Howell, Harriet Knight, John Watson and wife Mary Watson, John C. Smith, Wm. H. Covington 

& wife Caroline Covington, Lucy C. Thomas, Jesse Parker, James S. Parker, Elisha Pate and wife Ann 

Pate, A. Campbell & wife Betsey Campbell, Elijah Denning & wife, W. C. Parker, John C. Wiggans & 

wife Susan Wiggans and T. C. Parker, defendants.  The petition of John W. Thomas, as administrator of 

Mrs. Rebecca Smith, Plaintiff against the defendants in the above proceeding, shows: 

1. That Mrs. Rebecca Smith, late of the County and State aforesaid, died intestate, in the Month of 

May A.D. 1865, leaving her surviving, her children: Susan Johnson, wife of Lindsey Johnson, 

who resides at Pontotoc, Mississippi, Elizabeth Howell, wife of Philip Howell, who resides at 

Hogansville, Georgia, Harriet Knight, John Watson & wife Mary, John C. Smith, Wm. H. 

Covington & wife Caroline, Lucy C. Thomas, who reside in Richmond County, N.C., and her 

grand children, Jesse Parker, James S. Parker, Ann, wife of Elisha Pate, Betsy, wife of A. 

Campbell, Caroline, wife of Elijah Denning, all of which said grandchildren reside at McKenzie 

Station, Carroll County, Tennessee, and her grand children, W. C. Parker, who resides at Point 

Pleasant, Missouri, Susan, wife of John C. Wiggans, who resides at Paducah, Kentucky and T. C. 

Parker, who resides at Viola, Ky., on whom her lands descended at her death. 

2. That letters of administration on the estate of Rebecca Smith were granted to petitioner at – Term 

of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for Richmond Co. 

3. That from the best information petitioner can obtain, the debts due from the deceased amount to 

one hundred and fifty dollars and he is of the opinion that the charges of administration will 

amount to two hundred dollars. 

4. That the personal estate of his intestate, according to his best opinion and judgment, is worth about 

fifty dollars. 

5. That his said intestate, Mrs. Rebecca Smith, at the time of her death, was seized & possessed in fee 

simple of a tract of land, situated in Richmond County, adjoining the lands of Walter H. 

Covington, Elisha C. Terry, and others and containing 80 acres more or less, of the value of one 

and half dollars per acre. 

6. That a sale of the whole of said lands is necessary to enable petitioner to pay the debts of his 

intestate, and charges of administration 

“Wherefore, to the end that said tract of land may be sold by your petitioner under a decree of the Court, 

upon such terms as the Court may direct, and that the proceeds of the sale may constitute assets in his hands 

for the payment of debts and charges of administration, may it please the Court to cause a summons with a 

copy of this petition to be issued against each resident defendant, and publication be made according to due 

form of law, in the North Carolina Argus, a paper published in the Town of Wadesboro as to the non 

resident defendants commanding them to be and appear at the office of John A. Long, Clerk of Sup. Court, 

and Judge of Probate for Richmond County in the Town of Rockingham, on the 25
th

 day of August A.D. 

1870, and demur to or answer the allegations contained in the petition, or petitioner will demand the relief 

asked for.  Leitch & Cole, Attorneys for Petitioner.  (signed) John W. Thomas, Adm’r.  Sworn to and 

subscribed before me this 2
nd

 day of July 1870.  J. A. Long, CSC & Judge of Probate.”
337

 

 

 

 

enry Covington, born about 1736 in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland was the second son 

of John and Mary (Airey) Covington (and therefore the brother of John Covington, above) 

from whom we are descended.  He married Elizabeth Sands
338

 [Chapter 9], about 1760,
339

 daughter 

of Thomas Sands and Elizabeth Swift. 

 

 At this point we have to deal with another controversy created by Ms. McSwain in My 

Folk that has confused almost every Covington researcher since, and the blame for this misin-

formation/misdirection can be placed squarely in Ms. McSwain’s lap.  The issue deals with the 

identity of Henry Covington’s wife’s mother, Elizabeth (Swift) Sands.  For reasons I cannot 

fathom Ms. McSwain went off searching for ancestors in far-off Massachusetts, and theorized 

H 
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that Thomas Sands was somehow a descendant of a Sandys family, and that he married a Smith 

in Ipswich, Massachusetts. 

 

 The asserted “fact” that Thomas Sands married Elizabeth Smith has now been repeated 

so many times that it is taken as truth, but is, in fact, very wrong.  Thomas Sands married 

Elizabeth Swift 31 December 1730 in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland [see Chapters 9 & 10]. 

 
“Elizabeth ‘Smith’ Sands [born 1742

340
] was the daughter of “Thomas Sands, Esq., of 

Queen Anne’s County, Maryland, who married (1) Elizabeth Smith at Ispwich, Mass., 

1726.
341

  Thomas Sands m. (2) Mrs. Elizabeth Covington, widow of Benjamin Covington 

(son of Henry), who died in 1767.  Henry Covington and Elizabeth Sands Covington sold 

their land in Maryland in 1767 to William Hunter
342

 and secured a land grant in North 

Carolina, Anson County — that part which is today Richmond County, from Lawrence 

O’Brien and wife, Frances, and removed from Maryland to N.C.“
343

 

 

 (The preceding information was accompanied with lineage charts for the Sands family.  

These charts show the following lineage: Thomas Sands was the son of Edwin Sandys 

(“pronounced Sands”); Edwin Sandys was the son of George Sandys and Margaret Dixon; and 

George Sandys was the son of William Sandys and Margaret Gerard.  Then in another lineage 

chart, this one for the Bulkeley family of England, it shows a Sir Edwin Sandys marrying 

Penelope, daughter of Sir Richard Bulkeley.) 

 

 This is yet another example of the pure bunk that I keep encountering with the 

Covington family histories.  In short: 

 I do not believe for a minute that “Sandys” was pronounced “Sands.” 

 There is no reason whatever to think that there was a Smith connection anywhere in 

Thomas Sands’ past. 

 As is proved in the Sands and Swift family histories [Chapters 9 & 10], Thomas Sands mar-

ried Elizabeth Swift, daughter of John Swift. 

 
“Henry and Elizabeth (Sands) Covington sold their land in Maryland in 1767 to William 

Hunter,
344

 ‘it being a part of the tract ‘Providence,’
345

 ‘on the west side of the main branch of 

Tuckahoe Creek on the north side of Matthew Smith’s branch.’”
346

 

 

 Henry Covington was the first Covington of record to purchase land in Anson County, 

North Carolina: 
 

“THIS INDENTURE, made the Eighteenth day of December in the year One thousand seven hund & 
Sixty seven Between Lawrence Obryend & his wife Francis Obryend of the Province of North Carolina & of 
Anson County Labours of the one part & Henry Coventon of the County & Province aforesaid of the other 
part Yeoman  WITNESSETH that the sd Larence Obryend for and in consideration of the sum of fourty 
pounds Procklamation Money to him in hand paid by the sd Henry Coventon ... have bargained sold 
aliened enfeoffed & confirmed ... unto the sd Henry Covington ... all that tract or parcel of land situate in 
the County aforesaid begining at a red oak Edmond Cartledges upper corner of the upper branches of the 
sd Fork of Cartledges Creek ... containing one hundred acres of land as appears by his Majestys Letter 
Patent bearing date ninth day of March 1754 granted to William Perry Esq. & conveyed by the sd William 
Terry [sic] Esqr. to the sd Lawrence Obryend by Deed bearing date 8th day of September 1755 ... in witness 
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whereof the sd Larrence Obryend & wife to these presents have hereunto interchangeably set their hands & 
affixed their seals the day and year first above written. 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of Lawrence Obryen 
John Crawford Frances  X  Obryen 
Nelson  X  Kelly North Carolina }  Anson Inferior Court 
 Anson County }  January Term 1768 
 The within Deed was acknowledged in open Court by the 
 grantor in due form of Law.  Ordered to be registered 
  Teste.  Saml. Spencer  C.C.”

347
 

 

and it should be noted that the above purchase was made almost two years before Thomas Dock-

ery and his son-in-law John Covington (above) arrived in North Carolina. 

 

 DaCosta E. Covington, in his Covingtons Remembered, provides us with the following 

information. 

 
 

 “His land was on Naked Creek, east of the Pee Dee River, which was in 1769 adjacent to Thomas 

Dockery.  This creek empties into the Pee Dee River and should not be confused with the present Naked 

Creek in the eastern part of Richmond County which empties into Downing Creek.  This is the oldest 

Covington deed in Anson County. 

 

 “Henry Covington served in the Revolutionary War in Caldwells 3
rd

 South Carolina Troops as a 

private in the 5
th
 Company from 21 February 1779 to 1 February 1780.

348
 

 

 “On 21 December 1768 Henry Covington entered three adjoining tracts of land (100, 200, and 

100 acres) east on Naked Creek, and 84 acres of land on South Prong of Cartledge Creek in Anson Coun-

ty. 

 

 “In the 1790 census which lists only one Henry Covington in Richmond County, he owned 3 

slaves, and was listed with 2 males and 5 females in his household.  Samuel, his son, was also listed. 

 

 “In 1774 he bought more land from William Hunter and wife.  Anson Deed Book K, page 339 

and page 344, land from Benjamin Covington on the North Side of Pee Dee River (Richmond County 

side). 

 

 “In 1790 Henry and Elizabeth Covington sold the 3 adjoining tracts of land on Naked Creek to 

Micha’ah Shelton.  This was witnessed by William Hunter and wife Mary (Covington) Hunter, sister of 

Henry. 

 

 “Henry Covington and his wife died about 1805 as their Estate was then being settled.
349

  He then 

owned about 1,000 acres of land, the estate settlement stated.  He had deeded his son Henry Jr. 200 acres, 

Samuel received 150 acres which Samuel deeded to his son, Henry W. Covington, in 1814.”
350

 
 

 

 I have already provided many of the records that name Henry Covington (with his broth-

er, John Covington) in the John Covington section, above, and will not repeat them.  It is inter-

esting that Henry and John Covington appeared on many of the same juries together.  But, unlike 

John Covington’s record, Henry Covington was a very active buyer and seller of land. 
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[Patent]  “Henry Covington  7 April 1770  100 acres in Anson on Naked Creek N. E. of Peedee, joining an 

elbow in the lower line of another survey of Covingtons.”
351

 

 

[Patent]  “Henry Covington  7 April 1770  150 acres in Anson N. E. of Peedee and W. of Cartledges 

Creek, joining William Blewett and Cartledges line.”
352

 

 

[Patent]  “Henry Covington  7 April 1770  100 acres in Anson on Naked Creek N. E. of Peedee, joining 

Covingtons other hundred acres.”
353

 

 

[Patent]  “Henry Covington  7 April 1770  200 acres in Anson on Naked Creek N. E. of Peedee, joining 

Newberrys or Primroses Lower Corner on the upper side of the sd. creek.”
354

 

 

[Patent]  “Henry Covington  22 November 1771  84 acres in Anson on the drains of the S. prong of 

Cartledges Creek, joining Cartledges Corner, Wm Terry, and (a point) near John James Line.”
355

 

 

“27 May 1773 Thomas Dockery, planter (Anson Co) to Simon Thomas (same); for £11 sold 100 ac; border: 

begins on third line of the land 69 poles from beginning [corner]; part of 150 ac granted 7 Apr 1770 to 

Henry [William – lined out] Covington who sold 10 Jan 1771 to Thomas Dockery.  (signed) Thomas 

Dockery; witness Simon Thomas (sic), Ann Stone, & Simon Thomas jr; wit oath Apr 1774 acknowl-

edged.”
356

 

 

“17 May 1774, Account of sales of John Husbands estate.  Buyers: Mr. John James, Mr. William Blewett, 

Mr. Robt Webb, John Wall, John Cole, Jacob Paul, Mark Rollins, Samuel Snead, Charles Medlock, 

William James, Henry Williams, Edward Williams, Henry Covington, William Legett, John Webb, David 

Cole, Solomon Snead, David Love, Benjamin Covinton.  Presented by John James, Tabitha James, 

Admrs.”
357

 

 

“THIS INDENTURE Made the [blank] day of July in the year One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Seventy four BETWEEN Benjamin Covingtona and wife of the Province of North Carolina and County of 
Anson Planter of the One Part and Henry Covington of the other part  WITNESSETH that the said 
Benjamin Covington for and in consideration of the sum of Three Pounds Ten Shillings Proc. Money in 
hand paid by the said Henry Covington ... have bargained sold and confirmed ... unto the said Henry 
Covington ... all that part of a Tract of land situate in the County aforesaid on the South side of Peedee on 
Jones’s Creek Beginning in the third corner at a gum on the Creek Bank ... thence down the various course 
of the Creek ... to the Patent containing One Hundred and Twenty five Acres of land ... it being part of a 
tract of 450 acres formerly granted to Benjamin Covington by Patent Dated Novr. 22d, 1771 ... IN 
WITNESS WHEREOF the said Benjamin Covington and his wife have hereunto set their hands and seals 
the day and year first above written. 
Signed Sealed and Delivered  Benjamin Covington 
in the Presence of  Fanny  X  Covington 
William Love Anson County Sect. April Term 1775. 
William Hunter Then in open Court this Deed was prov’d by Wm. Hunter 
 order’d to be registered J. Auld  Clk.”

358
 

 

[Patent]  “Henry Covington  25 July 1774  280 acres in Anson on Jones’s Creek, joining (a point) sd. to be 

Thomas Dinkins.”
359

 

 

                                                 
a  This is Benjamin H. Covington Sr., who married Frances Moorman, and who was the brother of Henry Covington. 
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“THIS INDENTURE Made the 29th day of July 1774 Between William Hunter and Marya his wife of the 
County of Anson and Province of North Carolina of the One Part and Henry Covington of the County 
and Province aforesaid Planter of the other part  WITNESSETH that the said William Hunter and wife 
for and in consideration of the sum of [blank] Proc. Money in hand paid by the said Henry Covington ... 
hath bargained sold conveyed and confirmed ... unto the said Henry Covington  ... all that Part of Two 
Tracts of land situate in the County aforesaid on the North side of Peedee River and on the South fork of 
Cartledge’s Creek Beginning at the fifth corner of Edmund Cartledges land ... thence the River... to the 
Beginning, Containing Twenty Two Acres of Land ... about 3 ½ Acres of the said land was granted to 
Thomas Mason by Patent dated 5th Decr. 1760 and convey’d to John Cole by Deed and from him to 
William Hunter by a Deed &c.  the Residue of the above described land is Eighteen and a Half acres as 
appears by Patent granted to the above said William Hunter 22d day of Novr. 1771 ... IN WITNESS 
WHEREOF the Parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above written. 
Signed Sealed and Delivered William Hunter 

in the Presence of Mary  X  Hunter 
Wm. Love Anson County April Term 1775. 
Benjamin Covington Then in open Court this Deed was acknowledged by 
 William Hunter the Party thereto and ordered to be 
 registered J. Auld  Clk.”

360
 

 

“12 April 1775 ... Wm Hunter and wife to Henry Covington, acknowledged. 

“Benj. Covington and wife to Henry Covington, by Wm. Hunter.”
361

 

 

“Petition of inhabitants of Anson County.  1777.  Because of PeeDee River dividing the county, it is very 

inconvenient to many of the inhabitants; they ask for a division of the county with the river as the dividing 

line .... If you in your Wisdom should judge the division unnecessary then we pray that commission of dis-

interested persons be appointed to fix Court House in or near the center of the county, as conveniently as it 

may be.  It now stands in ten or twelve miles of South Carolina and is extremely inconvenient. 

[a very long list of signatures, to include:] 

Philip Gathings [Chapter 2] 
Henry Covington 
Thomas Dockery...”

362
 

 

“4 Jan 1778 Robert Thomas, planter (Anson Co) to John Watkins, planter (same); for £25 sold 75 ac on 

Hitchcock Cr; border: begins at a red oak in Crawford’s line on N side of Hitchcock Cr and joins ‘the’ 

home line; part of 300 ac granted 6 Mar 1759 to John Brown.  (signed) Robert Thomas; witness Henry 

Covington & Moses Chambers; wit. oath Jan 1778 by M Chambers.”
363

 

 

“11 Mar 1778 Henry Covington enters 150 ac in Anson Co on Bone fork of Hitchcock Cr; includes a Ju-

niper swamp near Thos Gibson.”
364

 

 

“24 Oct 1778 Henry Covengton (sic) sr enters 300 ac in Anson Co on SE side of Pee Dee R and E side of 

Dees Cr; border: on S of Nathl Sanders and near or joins Race pond and ‘Cypress’.”
365

 

 

“24 Oct 1778 Henry Covington sr enters (blank) ac on Anson Co SE of Pee Dee R on Ready Br of Gum 

Br; 2 miles below Green’s muster grounds; includes Wright Folks improvement.”
366

 

 

“10 Mar 1779 Benjamin Covington & wife Fanny (Anson Co) to Thomas A Everitt; for £13.6.8 NC money 

sold 325 ac on S side of Pee Dee R and on Jones’ Cr; border: ‘the’ fourth line & fifth corner; part of a grant 

22 Nov 1771 to [omitted].  (signed) Benjamin Covington & Fanny’s (sic) mark ‘I’; witness William Hunter 

& Henry Covington; wit. oath Apr 1779 by W Hunter.”
367

 

                                                 
a  Mary (Covington) Hunter was a daughter of John Covington and Mary Aires.  As such she was the sister of Henry 

Covington, the buyer. 
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“[No. 116]  State of North Carolina, Record in the Secretarys office Jno Franich[?] 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting  Know all ye that we for and in consideration of the 
sum of fifty Shillings for every hundred acres hereby Grant and paid into our Treasury by Henry Covington 
have given and Granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said Henry Covington A Tract of 
land containing one hundred and fifty acres lying and being in our County of Anson East of the Gum 
Swamp on the branch Begining at a post oak ... As by the plat here unto annexed doth appear ... provided 
always that the said Henry Covington shall cause this Grant to be Registered in the Registers office of our 
said County of Anson within twelve months from the date hereof otherwise the same shall be Void and of 
no effect.  In Testimony whereof we have caused our Great Seal to be hereunto affixed.  Witness Richard 
Caswell Esquire our Governor Captain General and Commander in Chief at Kinston the third day of 
September in the fourth year of our Independence and in the year of our lord one thousand Seven hundred 
and Seventy nine – 
By his Excellys Comd Rd Caswell 
 Wm. Sheppard __”

368
 

 

“[No. 174]  State of North Carolina, Recorded in the Secretarys office, Jno Franich[?] __ 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting – Know ye that we for and in consideration of the sum 
of fifty Shillings for every hundred acres hereby Granted paid into our Treasury by Henry Covington have 
given and granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said Henry Covington a Tract of land 
containing three hundred acres lying and being in our County of Anson, east side of Lees[?] Creek Begining 
at a pine ... on the west side of the cypress pond ... As by the plat hereunto annexed doth appear ... provided 
always that the said Henry Covington shall cause this Grant to be Registered in the Registers office of our 
said County of Anson within twelve months from the date hereof otherwise the same shall be void and no 
Effect.  In Testimony whereof We have caused our Great seal to be hereunto affixed , Witness Richard 
Caswell Esquire our Governor Captain General and Commander in chief at Kinston the thirteenth day of 
September in the fourth year of our Independence and in the year of our lord one thousand Seven hundred 
and Seventy nine. 
By his Excellys Comd Rd Caswell 
 Wm Sheppard Dsec”

369
 

 

“This Indenture this 26th day of Jany. in the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred & eighty, Between 
Robert Savidge and John Savidge of Montgomery County & State of North Carolina of the one part and 
Henry Covington  of Richmond County & state aforesaid of the other part  Witnesseth that the sd Robert 
Savidge & John Savidge for & in consideration of the sum of three hundred & twenty pounds current 
money of the state aforesaid ... hath granted Bargained Sold Aliened enfeoffed and confirmed ... unto the Sd 
Henry Covington ... part of a certain Tract or parcel of land lying and being in sd County of Richmond 
granted to Edmond Cartlidge by the Kings letter patent bearing date ye 29th of September 1750 and 
conveyed from E. Cartlidge to Tillotson Hoble by deed bearing date the 23d day of January 1758, and after 
the decease of T. Hoble the said land fell to the said Robert & John Savidge as Heirs at law.  Beginning at a 
Hickory ... Containing fifty acres ... situated as foresaid & on the South fork of Cartlidges Creek ... In 
Witness Whereof the sd Robert Savidge & John Savidge hath hereunto set their hands & seals the day & 
year first above written. 
Signed Sealed & delivered } Robert Savidge 

in the presence of us } John  +  Savidge 
William Husbands }  Richmond County December Term of ’80 this deed was duly proved 
Thos Butler }  by the Oath of William Husbands the probate thereon ordered to be 

Frances  I  Jordan }  be Registered Thos Crawford”
370
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“At a County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions began and held for Richmond County on the last Mon-
day in December in the year one thousand seven hundred eighty &c. .... A deed from Robert and John Sav-
age to Henry Covington for fifty acres of land ordered to be registered.”

371
 

 

 This Henry and Elizabeth Covington must have been the aggrieved parties in the follow-

ing Richmond County court cases: 

 
“March 1782 - State vs. Phill James & James James  Indt. Riot.  No Bill. Benjamin Covington, Foreman.  

Wits. Henry & Elizabeth Covington. 

State of North Carolina, Richmond County. At a County Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions begun and held 

for the county of Richmond at the Court therein on the 4th Monday in March in the year of Our Lord one 

thousand seven hundred and eighty two before the Worshipful Charles Medlock, Esq., and the rest of their 

companions Justices assigned to keep the peace, as also to hear and determine all petit larcenies, trespasses, 

assaults, batteries and other misdemeanors of an inferior nature committed or done in the county aforesaid. 

“The Jurors for the State of North Carolina in the county of Richmond upon their oaths present and say that 

Phillip James and James James late of the county aforesaid on the 5th day of January last being in the year 

1782 in Richmond aforesaid did with force and arms an assault, commit and ill treat the said Henry Coving-

ton and Elizabeth Covington his wife then and there being in the peace of God and of our said State, and 

him did threaten to burn his house and all he had, and all other tongues to the said Henry Covington & 

Elizabeth Covington then despaired to his great injury and against the peace and dignity of said State.  John 

Crawford, Attorney for State.” 

 

“May 1794 - State vs. Rachael Chavis. Lar. Henry Covington, Pros. Cherry Chavis, John Chavis, Tempy 

Chavis, Witnesses. 

State of North Carolina, Richmond County.  Whereas Henry Covington hath made oath that on the fourth 

day of May he missed from out of his desk a small toothed comb which he suspected to have been 

feloniously taken there from the day before by the hands of a certain Rachael Chavis.  You are therefore 

required to take the body of the said Rachael Chavis and have her before some justice of the peace for this 

county to be dealt with according to law, and this shall be your Warrant, given under my hand and seal this 

27th day of May 1794. Thos. Dockery, J. P. To Wm. Hunter, Constable, Summon John, Cherry &, Tempey 

Chavis.  Summon Henry Covington in behalf of the State and Elsbeth Covington. 

“State of North Carolina, Richmond County. The Jurors for the State on their oath present and say that on 

the 4th day of May 1794 in the county aforesaid then and there being, Rachel Chavis, with force and arms 

did feloniously steal, take and carry away one comb of the goods and chattels of Henry Covington to the 

value of six pence to the injury of him the said Henry, to the evil example of others in like manner 

offending and against the peace of the State. Micajah Ganey, Foreman. J. Willis Atto.” 

 

“THIS INDENTURE made the seventeenth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and Eighty-five Between Henry Covington of the County of Richmond and State of North 
Carolina planter of the one part, and Malcom McCaskill of the County and state aforesaid planter of the 
other part WITNESSETH that the said Henry Covington for and in consideration of the sum of thirty 
pounds good money received of the said Malcom McCaskill ... hath given granted bargained sold aliened 
Enfeoffed and Confirmed ... unto the said Malcom McCaskill a certain peace or parcel of land lying and 
being in the said County of Richmond and on the East side of the gums branch on the ready branch 
Beginning at a Post Oak... containing one hundred and fifty acres of land ... IN WITNESS whereof the 
said Henry Covington hath hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year first above written this 7th day 
of November in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty five. 
Signed Sealed and Delivered in presents of us Henry  I  Covington 
Henley Snead } 
Daniel McCaskill }  Richmond County October Court 1786 
     Then the within deed was Duly proved in open Court by the oath of Henley 
Snead ordered to be registered.”

372
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“October 1786 ... A deed from Henry Covington to Malcom McKaskill and proved in open court by the 
oath of Hendley Sneed, ordered to be registered.”

373
 

 

“October 1786 ... 
State } 
 vs. } 
Duncan McFarland }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (vizt) Thomas Gibson, Benjn. Powell, 
Samuel Covington, William Cottingham, Nathaniel Warrington, Henery Covington, Thomas Blewitt, 
William Thomas, John Covington Junr., John Sneed, John James Junr., Moses Hurley, upon their oaths do 
say that they find for the that the Defendant guilty in manner and form charged in the bill of indictment 
and so they say all.”374

 

 

“October 1786 ... 
“John Leverett } 
 vs. } 
Richd. Powell }  In which suit the aforegoing jury except Henry Covington in the room of Richard 
Powel was duly sworn and upon their oath do say that the find for the Defendant and so you say all.”375

 

 

“October 1786 ... 
State } 
 vs. } 
John Watkins }  In which suit the following jury was sworn vizt. Nathaniel Harrington, Henry 
Covington, Thos. Blewitt, Wm. Thomas, John Jarnikun, George Webb, George Medlock, Benjamin Powell, 
William Cottingham, John Sneed, Wm. Terry, Zach. McDaniel, and upon their oath do say that the find 
the Defendant guilty in manner and form charged in the presentment and so they say all.”376

 

 

“4 Jan 1787 Henry Covington enters 100 ac in Richmond Co near Crawford’s Road; between John James 

sr and Wm Hunter jr and ‘supposing to be’ near my own lines where I live; ‘warrant’.”
377

 

 

“6 Mar 1787 Malcom McKaskill enters 100 ac on E side of Gum Swamp; border: a survey of Henry 

Covington; ‘warrant’ by ‘TD. ET’.”
378

 

 

“April 1787 ... Grand Jury sworn John Cole foreman, Isaac Yates, Nelson Gibson, John Coleman, James 
Bostick, Stephen Cole, Wm. Hunter Jr., John Newberry, Wm. Watkins, Wm. Hunter Senr., Stephen 
Thomas, Daniel Sneed, Henry Covington, Solo. Rye, Daniel Smith, &c.”

379
 

 

“January 1788 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summons John Coleman, Henry Covington, James Pickett & 
John Howard as a vinire to attend at Salisbury Superior Court at March term next ensuing &c.”

380
 

 

“January 1788 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summons the following persons as a jury the next court (to wit) 
Richd. Powell, Nathan Powell, Thos. Usher, Richd. Ussery, Charles Robertson Jr., John Jinkins, David 
Dumas, John Cole Bridge, Henry Adcock, Henry Covington, Wm. Thomas, John Moreman, Laurance 
Everett, Silas Haley, Randolph Haley, Isaac Yates, Benj. Moreman, Wm. Smith (Sandhill), David Sneed, 
John Webb, James Bostick, John Crowsson, Wm. McDonald, John Cole (Maryland), Solomon Dearman, 
Joseph Gadd, Thos. Young, Jacob Mangrum, Solomon Sprawls, Benj. Bolton, Joseph Hines, Daniel Sneed, 
John Sneed, Wm. Dawkins, Isreal Watkins, Samuel Watkins and make return to the next court &c.”

381
 

 

“April 1788 ... Ordered that Henry Covington be allowed the sum of two pounds eighteen shillings & eight 
pence &c for a vinire tickitt at Salsbury Superior Court &c.”

382
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“April 1788 ... A deed from William Covington to John Covingtona proved in open court by the oath of 
John Clemons ordered to be registered. [margin] Tax fee.”

383
 

 

“April 1788 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summon the following persons to attend at the next court as jurors 
to wit James Bostick, Richd. Powel, Benj. Powel, Solo. Strother, Benj. Bolton, Benj. Dumas, Andrew Dumas, 
Wm. McDowel, Thomas Jowers, Ezra Bostick, Henry Covington, John Covington Jr., Zach. Moreman, 
Benj. Moreman, James Yates, Nicholas Clark, David Sneed Jr., John Sneed, James Bagget, Solo. Rye, Thos. 
Blewitt, Joseph Hines, Thos. Mims, Stephen Cole, John Mask, Wm. Woodle, Jacob Mangrum, Thos. Slay, 
Micajah Shelton and Daniel Smith and make return &c.”

384
 

 

“20 Apr 1788 Benja Covington enters 60 [250 – lined out] ac which is ‘supposed to be’ all the vacant land 

joining the land he sold his brother Henry Covington; transferred to Henry Covington; warrant issued 29 

Jun 1791 ‘TD. ET’.”
385

 

 

“July 1788 ... Grand jury sworn &c James Bostick foreman, Benj. Dumas, John Sneed, Thos. Mims, Benjn. 
Moreman, Stephen Cole, Ezra Bostick, Wm. Woodle, Thos. Slay, Henry Covington, James Yates, Nicholas 
Clark, John Covingtonb, Thos. Blewitt, Daniel Smith, Richd. Powel, Joseph Hines &c.”

386
 

 

“October 1788 ... Ordered that John Pankey, Joseph Hines, Benj. Bolton, Solomon Sprawls, James Bostick, 
Ezra Bostick, Joseph Tarbutton, Solomon Phillips, Wm. John Mask, Wm. Roberts, Samuel Pate, John 
Sneed, Wm. Cottengame, Silvester Chun, John Morehead, Thos. Blewitt, Edwin Ingram, Henry Covington, 
John McDowell, Solomon Sneed, James Yates, Nathaniel Harrington, John Covington Jr., Stephen Cole, 
Walter Slaughter, John Crowson, Benjn. Moreman, George Slaughter, Owen Slaughter Jr., Charles 
Roberts[on] Jr., Charles Robertson Senr., John Husband, John James, Phillip James, Daniel Smith, Isem 
Haley, William Jarnigan, be summoned to attend at the next court as jurors &c.”

387
 

 

“January 1789 ... Ordered that William Watkins Jr. be appointed overseer of the road in room of Henry 
Covington &c.”

388
 

 

 In the following deed, it appears that Benjamin Covington, brother of Henry, was selling 

out the last of his land in preparation for Benjamin’s move to Kentucky. 
 

“This Indenture made this sixteenth of January in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
Eighty nine Between Benjn Covington and fanney his wife of Richmond County and State of North 
Carolina planter of the one part and Henry Covington of the County and State aforesaid planter of the 
other part witnesseth that the said Benjn Covington and Fanny his wife for and in consideration of the sum 
of one hundred & twenty pounds Currency of North Carolina to him in hand paid by the said Henry 
Covington ... have Bargained granted sold aliened and confirmed ... unto the said aforesaid Henry 
Covington ... all that part of a tract of Land granted to Francis Davenport as appears by his Majesties letter 
patent dated at Newburn November the twenty sixth 1757 Except one acre granted by Deed by the 
aforesaid Benjn Covington to the heads and representatives of the Presbyterian Society and to the trustees of 
the Richmond Academy and conveyd from sd Davenport to John James sen and from James Conveyed to 
Benjn Covington and from said Benjn Covington to Henry Covington containing one hundred and Eighty 
two acres Beginning at a stake ... in the South Side of Edmund Cartleges south fork Land on the south fork 
of Cartledges Creek ... to a Hickory on the drean of Hitchcocks Creek ... Containing one hundred and 
Eighty two acres ... in witness whereof the Said Benjn Covington hath to his present Indenture 
Interchangeably set his hand & affixed his seal the day and year first above written  signed sealed and 
Delivered 

                                                 
a  This John Covington was the son of William Covington – see the deed dated August 1787 included herein. 
b  Probably John Covington Jr., since that was who was named in the jury pool in April. 
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In presents of us 
 Mathew Covington Benjn. Covington 
 James  E  Adcock Fanny  E  Covington 
Richmond County July Court 1789  Then the within Deed was proved in open Court by the oath of 
Mathew Covington ordered to be Registered. Test  Wm Love Clk”

389
 

 

“July 1789 ... A deed from Benj. Covington & wife to Henry Covington proved in open court by the oath 
of Matthew Covington ordered to be registered &c. [margin] Tax fees to be paid by Wm. Love.”

390
 

 

“October 1789 ... Grand jury sworn &c John Sneed foreman, John James Jr., Peter Cole, Henry Covington, 
Randle Haley, John Clemons, Samuel Usher, Daniel Sneed, William Thomas Senr., John Smith, Robert 
Wilson, Jesse Bounds, Henry Adcock, Zacherias Moreman, Daniel Smith, John Crowson, and Joseph Hall 
&c – Moses Hurley.”

391
 

 

“THIS INDENTURE made this twenty eighth Day of December one thousand seven hundred and Eighty 
nine Between Henry Covington of the County of Richmond and state of North Carolina planter of the one 
part and Daniel Short of the County Anson and state aforesaid planter or the Other part  Witnesseth that 
the said Henry Covington for and in consideration of the sum of thirty pounds specie to him in hand paid 
by the sd. Daniel Short the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged Henry Covington hath Bargained and 
sold ... unto the said Daniel Short  his heirs and assigns all that part of a tract of land lying and being in the 
County of Anson granted to the sd. Henry Covington as appears by his majesties Letter patent bearing Date 
the 25th day of July 1774 situated on the South side of Jones Creek Beginning at a stake at the end of four 
chains in the fifth line of the tract near Thomas Dicksons corner ... to the Beginning containing seventy four 
acres and three quart of a acre more or less ... In Witness whereof the said Henry Covington hath hereunto 
set his hand and seal the Date above written 

Signed Sealed & Delivered In Presence of us Henry  ƛ  Covington 

Joseph  X  Isgit 
Benjamin Hunger Anson County January Court 1790 
 This deed was duly proved by Joseph Isgate & ordered to  
 be registered John Auld Clk Co”

392
 

 

“January 1790 ... Ordered that the Sheriff summons the following persons to attend as a jury at the next 
Court (to wit) George Greer, Jesse Bound, Richd. Powel, Jonathan New Newbery, John Pankey, James 
Coleman, Silvester Chun, Stephen Cole, Isaac Williamson, Shadrack Williamson, Elisha Cottengame, 
William Woodle, John Mask, John Sneed, Daniel Sneed, Isaac Yates, Malcom Smith, Nelson Gibson, John 
Dawkins, James Smiley, Duncan Finlah, John James Jr., Richd. Ussery, Solomon Dearman, Samuel Pate, 
Jacob Mangrum, Moses Summeral, Joseph Laseter, William Thomas (Green Pond), Henry Covington, 
John Covington Jr., Nathan Slay, Joel Coward, Sterling Williamson, and Owen Slaughter Jr., and mape 
report return to the next court.”393

 

 

“14 Jan 1790 Joseph Morehead enters 65 ac in Richmond Co; border: Henry Covington, David Love, his 

own land, & Pee Dee R; warrant issued 4 May 1790; certificate £6.16; fees £0.6.8.”
394

 

 

“April 1790 ... Grand jury sworn, viz John Sneed, form., Joseph Laseter, Isaac Williamson, John Mask, 
Henry Covington, Richd. Ussery, Malcom Smith, Wm. Woodle, Solomon Dearman, Nelson Gibson, 
Moses Summerland, Jesse Bound, Silvester Chun, Joel Coward, & Nathan Slay.”

395
 

 

“This Indenture made this 20 day of June 1790 between Henry Covington of Richmond County and State 
of North Carolina planter and Elisabeth his wife of one part & Micajah Shelton of County and State 
aforesaid Taylor of the other part  Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of Thirty Six 
pounds North Carolina Currency ... hath Granted ___ Sold aliened enfeoffed conveyed and confirmed unto 
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the Sd Micajah Shelton ... Three several parcels or Tracts of land situate lying and being in the County & 
State aforesd and on Naked Creek 4o Et of Pee Dee river  the first Tract Begining at a sweet gum ... in the 
lower line of a two hundred acre tract of the Sd Henry Covington on the lower side of Sd Creek ... 
containing one hundred acres ... the Second tract Begining at a stake ... up the side Sd Naked Creek and 
lower corner of Sd Covingtons other survey as before described ... Containing one hundred acres ... Which 
two Tracts of land was Granted to the sd Henry Covington by His Majestys letter pattent bearing date the 
7th day of April 1770 – the third is part of a two hundred acre survey Granted unto the sd Henry Covington  
ajoining the ___ hundred acre survey hereby Granted & sold Begining at a stake ... on a line of the upper 
hundred acre Tract ... to the Begining, Including the house and a spring Containing four acres ... In Witness 
Whereof the said Henry Covington and his wife Elisabeth  __ presents set their hands and seals the day and 
date first above written 
Signed sealed & Delivered Henry  I  Covington 
in present of us Elisabeth Covington 
Wm Hunter Jun }  Richmond County ___ Session 1790 
Mary Hunter }  Then the within Deed was duly acknowledged in open Court by Henry 
Covington and ordered Registered &c Test. Jno McAlister D. C.”

396
 

 

 The 1790 census of Richmond County listed the Henry Covington family as: 
 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1790 census: 
Head of Household Over 16 Less than 16 Females Other Slaves 

Henry Covington 2  5  3 

 

“October 1790 ... A deed from Henry Covington & wife to Mickaja Shelton was acknowledged in open 
court, &c ordered to be registered &c. & proven by the oath of William Hunter Senr. [margin] Jas. Smith 
Esqr. Little River pay fees.”397

 

 

“[No. 401]  State of North Carolina, Recorded in the secretarys office _____ 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting – Know ye that we for and in consideration of the sum 
of Ten pounds for every hundred acres hereby Granted paid into our Treasury by Henry Covington have 
given and granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said Henry Covington a Tract of land 
Containing One hundred acres lying and being in our County of Richmond on the head of the south fork 
of Cartlidges Creek.  Beginning at a red oak William Terrys corner ... to Henry Covingtons corner ... to 
William Hunters line ... As by the plat hereunto annexed ... provided always that the said Henry Covington 
shall cause this Grant to be Registered in the Registers Office or our said County of Richmond within 
twelve months from the date here of otherwise the same shall be void and of none effect.  In Testimony 
Whereof we have caused these our letter to be made patent and our Great seal to be hereunto Affixed 
Witness Alexander Martin Esquire our Governor Captain General and Commander in Chief at Fayetteville 
the 16th day of November in the XV year our Independence and in the year of our lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety. 
By his Excelly. Comd Alex. Martin 
 J Glasgow secretary”

398
 

 

“[No. 353]  State of North Carolina Recorded in Secretary’s office Rd Shippard Dsec 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting – Know ye that we for and in consideration of the sum 
of fifty Shillings for every hundred acres hereby Granted paid into our Treasury by Henry Covington  have 
given and Granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said Henry Covington A Tract of land 
containing forty acres lying and being in our County of Richmond on the road leading to Phillimon 
Thomas’s Mill joining the land where Benjamin Covington formerly lived Begining at a black Jack standing 
on a small drean of Hitchcock Creek near the Cross road ... as by the plat hereunto annexed doth appear ... 
provided always that the said Henry Covington shall cause this Grant to be Registered in the Registers 
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office of our said county of Richmond within twelve months from the date hereof otherwise the same shall 
be void and of no effect.  In Testimony Whereof have caused these our letters to be made patent and our 
Great Seal to be hereunto affixed.  Witness Alexander Martin Esquire our Governor Captain General and 
Commander in chief at Fayetteville the 16th day of November in the XV year of our Independence and in 
the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety – 
By his Excellys Comd Alex. Martin 
 J Glasgow Secretary”

399
 

 

“January 1791 ... 
“Israel Brown Appellee } 
 vs. }  Caviat 
Joseph Tarbutton Appellant }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (to wit) George Cole, Isaac 
Williamson, Elisha Cottengame, Henry Covington, Thos. Gibson, David Sneed, Wm. Terry, Dennis 
OBryan, Philip James, Richd. Campble, John McKoy, & William Blewitt who on their oaths do say that 
they find for the Plaintiff the sum of twenty seven shillings & so they all &c.  £1-7- ”400

 

 

“January 1791 ... 
“Governor } 
 vs. } 
Samuel Covington? }  Appeal 
Solomon Dearman? }  In which suit the following jury was to wit George Cole, Isaac Williamson, Elisha 
Cottenham, & Henry Covington, Thos. Gibson, David Sneed, Dennis OBrian, Wm. Terry, John Dawkins, 
Wm. Watkins, Thos. Skipper, Wm. Woodle, who upon their do find that the bail did surrender the 
principall &c & so they say all &c.”

401
 

 

“January 1791 ... 
“State } 
 vs } 
Daniel McDaniel }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (viz) George Cole, Isaac Williamson, 
Elisha Cottingham, Henry Covington, Thomas Gibson, David Sneed, William Terry, Dennis OBryan, John 
Dawkins, William Watkins, William Woodel, John James, Mark Pettit, John Crowson, who upon their 
oaths do say that they find the Defendant guilty & so you say all.  Fin’d six pence.”

402
 

 

“January 1791 ... 
John Pankey Appellant }  No. 11 
 vs. }  Genl. issue with leave 
Josiah Long Appellee }  In which suit the following jury was sworn (to wit) George Cole, Isaac 
Williamson, Elisha Cottengame, Henry Covington, Thos. Gibson, David Snead, Wm. Terry, Dennis 
OBryan, Richd. Dickson, Wm. Dawkins, John Dawkins, & John Steely who upon their oaths do say that 
they find for the Defendat [blot] of seven pounds ten shillings & two pence and so they say all.”403

 

 

“January 1791 ... 
“Isaiah Steely } 
 vs. }  Certiorari 
Wm. Hunter Jr. }  In which suit the following jury was sworn to wit, George Cole, Isaac Williamson, 
Elisha Cottengame, Henry Covington, Thos. Gibson, David Sneed, Wm. Terry, Dennis OBrian, Wm. 
Dawkins, John Dawkins, Wm. Watkins and Wm. Woodle who upon their oaths do say that they find for 
the Plaintiff six pounds & cost &c.”

404
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“28 Mar 1791 Micajah Shelton enters 150 ac in Richmond Co on E side of Pee Dee R and waters of Naked 

Cr; border: near David Love’s and Henry Covington’s surveys; warrant issued 30 Jul 1791; Treasr £2.5; 

fees £0.6.8.”
405

 

 

“[No. 519]  State of North Carolina Recorded in the Secretarys office ___ 
“To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting – Know ye that we for and in consideration of the sum 
of Ten Pounds for every hundred acres hereby Granted paid into our Treasury by Henry Covington have 
given and granted and by these presents do give and Grant unto the Said Henry Covington a Tract of land 
containing sixty Acres lying and being in our County of Richmond on the Dreans of the south fork of 
Cartlidges Creek Begining at a red oak ... supposed to be in Benjamin Covingtons first line ... near Webbs 
first corner ... to Robert Webbs first corner ... to a stake near the cross Roads ... As by the plat hereunto 
annexed doth appear ... provided always that the said Henry Covington shall cause this Grant to be 
Registered in the Registers office or our said County of Richmond within twelve months from the date 
hereof Otherwise the same shall be Void and of no effect  In testimony whereof we have caused these our 
letters to be made patent and our Great Seal to be hereunto affixed.  Witness Alexander Martin Esquire our 
Governor Captain General and Commander in chief at Newbern the 20th day of December in the XVI year 
our Independence and in the year of our lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety one. 
By his Excellys Comd Alex. Martin 
 J Glasgow Secretary”
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“29 Mar 1794 Samuel Cope enters 130 ac in Richmond Co on waters of Steeley’s Mill Br; between Ford’s 

survey, Henry Covington’s, & John Clement’s land; warrant issued 12 Jul 1794; Treasr £1.19; fees 

0.6.8.”
407

 

 

“This Indenture made this twenty eighth day of June in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety 
four between John Wall, William Wall, John Covington & Henry Covingtona acting Executors to the last 
will and Testament of the late Col. Thomas Crawford of the one part and Henry Wm Harrington of the 
other part all of the County of Richmond in the State of North Carolina  Witnesseth that the said late Col. 
Thomas Crawford by his last will and Testament proved & now of record in the Court of the said County 
did request his aforesaid Executors to exchange for other land all the land which he the said late Col. 
Thomas Crawford held by purchase from Col. Charles Medlock and that they the four acting Executors in 
compliance with the said request made in the last will and Testament of the late Col. Thos Crawford as 
aforesaid and for the consideration of the sum of five shillings current money to them in hand paid and for 
the further consideration of one thousand and eighty two acres of land situate near to & including the 
Chaney Cabbin land in the said County the receipt of the said sum of five shillings & of Titles to the said 
one thousand and eighty two acres of land is hereby acknowledged, the said four acting executors by virtue 
of the power to them given by the aforesaid last will and Testament do hereby bargain sell alien enfeoff & 
confirm unto him the said Henry Wm Harrington ... forever four certain pieces, parcels, of tracts of land 
situate in the Said County of Richmond on both sides of ___ Creek as follows one of the said Land pieces 
parcels or Tracts of land Situated on both sides the said ___  Begins ... to a maple on Solomons Creek ... 
Containing one hundred & thirty acres ... being part of a tract of land which was Granted on the 26th day of 
May 1757 unto Jas Muckleroy which said part of one hundred thirty acres was by the said Grantee 
conveyed by Deed on the 24 day of July 1757 unto Thos Lacy and was on the 22nd July 1765 conveyed by 
the said Thomas Lacy by Deed unto Charles Medlock Esq. and by the said Charles Medlock unto Thomas 
Crawford by Deed the first of November 1767 as on record  the second piece parcel or tract of the first 
mentioned four pieces parcel or tracts of land hereby intended to be conveyed Begin at a pine in James 
Muckleroys line ... containing two hundred acres of land ... Being a part of a tract of land of three hundred 

                                                 
a  Col. Thomas Crawford’s 1788 Will named “I appoint my brothers-in-law as executors to this my last will and testament, 

to wit, John Wall, William Wall, John Covington, Benny Covington and William Love.”  William Love wrote his will in 

1792, so he may have died, but Benjamin Covington was still alive.  Why, then, was his name replaced by that that of 

Henry Covington? 
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& thirty acres which was granted on the 26 day of May 1757 unto James Muckleroy which said part of two 
hundred acres was by the said grantee conveyed by deed on the 24 day of July 1757 unto Archebald Black 
and was by the said Archebald Black on the 24 of October 1759 by deed conveyed to Chas. Medlock Esq. 
& by the said Chas. Medlock unto Col. Thos Crawford on Novr 1 1787 as on record  the third piece parcel 
or tract of the first mentioned four pieces parcels or tracts of Land hereby intended to be Conveyed Begins 
at a post oak ... to the old bridge on Solomons Creek ... containing two acres of Land ... being part of tract 
of Land which was granted on the 28 day of April 1762 unto Isaac Black & by the said Isaac Black conveyd 
unto Francis Black the 7 Novr 1767 & by the sd Francis Black conveyed unto John Thomas on the wr July 
1768 and by the sd John Thomas to Chas Medlock on the 9 Octor 1769 & by Chas. Medlock on the 4 
Novr 1787 conveyed unto Col. Thomas Crawford as on Record  The fourth piece parcel or tract of the 
first mentioned pieces parcels or tracts of land hereby intended to be conveyed begins at a Stake ... 
Solomons line ... to James Muckleroy ... containing four hundred acres of land ... which Tract of four 
hundred acres was granted to Colo Chas Medlock on the 26 day of [blank] 1770 as on record which said 
four parcels pieces or tracts of Land containing together seven hundred & thirty two acres of Land ... were 
by deed convey on the first day of Novr 1787 from Colo. Chas Medlock unto the said late Colo Thos 
Crawford as on record which said four pieces parcels or tracts of land hereby conveyed containing all four 
together Seven hundred & thirty two acres ...  In Witness Whereof the said four acting executors John 
Wall, Wm Wall, John Covington & Henry Covington have hereunto set their hands & seals the day & year 
first above Written. 
Signed sealed & Delivered John Wall 
in the presence of Wm Wall 
John Wall Jun. John Covingtona 
Mark Cole Henry  X  Covington 
John Covington 
State of N. Carolina }  October Session 1794 
Richmond County }  Then the within deed was duly proved in open court by the oath of Mark Cole  
ordered to be Registered  Test Tod. Roberson D.C. 
  for J. Terry Clk”

408
 

 

“This Indenture made this 30th day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred & 
ninety Seven Between Henry Covington of Richmond County and State of North Carolina of the one part 
and Britain Capel of the other part  Witnesseth that the said Henry Covington for and in consideration of 
the sum of one hundred and ninety Six Spanish Milld Dollars to him in hand paid by the Said Britain Capill 
... have bargained and sold enfeoffed and confirmed unto the Said Breton Capel ... a certain Tract or parcel 
of Land Lying in the county of Richmond on Naked creek near Pee dee river Begining at a white oak ... 
containing two hundred acres ... Except four acres Deeded to Micajah Sheltonb by the Said Henry 
Covington ... In witness whereof I the said Henry Covington have hereunto Set my Hand the Date above 
written. 

Signed Sealed & Delivered } Henry  H  Covington 
In presents of } 
Matthew Covington }  State of N Carolina }  Court Sess 
John Puckett Junr }  Richmond County }  ____ 1797 
Then The within Deed was duly proved in open court by the oath of James Puckett a Subscribing witness 
thereto ordered to be registered Tod Robinson DClk”

409
 

 

                                                 
a  The signature of John Covington is remarkable, if it was not a clerical error made when the deed was transcribed by the 

clerk.  John Covington, one of the named brothers-in-law appointed by Col. Thomas Crawford to be his executor, signed 

his name with a mark in every other record we have of him. 
b  See 20 June 1790 deed from Henry Covington to Micajah Shelton included herein. 
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 The following deed, which mentions Henry Covington only incidentally, proves that the 

families of Henry and John Covington were living in very close proximity to each other: 
 

“This Indenture made this 23rd day of December One Thousand eight hundred & nine, between Samuel 
Covingtona and William Covingtonb, both of Richmond County & No Carolina  Witnesseth that for and in 
Consideration of the sum of Eighteen Dollars & fifty cents in hand paid to him the said Saml Covinton 
hath given and granted unto the said William Covington ... part of a tract of the old Presbyterian Meeting 
House Spring branch, Begining at a red oak ... on said branch, thence the branch to John Covingtons old 
line ... in Henry Covingtons old line ... supposed to contain nine acres & one fourth acre ... In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal the date above written – Signed Sealed and delivered in 
presence of us 
 Wat[?} Leak Samuel Covington 
 Wm P Leak 
“Richmond County Sept Sess 1811.  Proven in open court by the oath of Wm P Leak, ordered to be 
registered. Wm P Leak”

410
 

 

 The 1800 census of Richmond County proves that Henry Covington was still a resident 

of Richmond County in that year (so his move to Marlboro County, South Carolina was after this 

date): 
 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1800 census: 

 Males Females 

Head of Household 0
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Henry Covington
c
     1 1    1 

 

 He is reported to have moved to Marlboro County, South Carolina, and to have died in 

Bennettsville, South Carolina, in 1805.
411

 

 

 The following record says that Henry Covington did leave a will, but since he was resid-

ing in Marlboro County when he died, and Marlboro County records have nearly all been lost, 

we are very fortunate to find the following among Richmond County records.  We have proved 

that William Wall Covington (below) married Mary (Polly) Covington, and the following record 

proves that she was the daughter, and heir, of the above Henry Covington. 

 
“From the Heirs of Henry Covington to Saml Covington 
 “This indenture made this the 26th day of April and in  the Year of our Lord Eighteen hundred and 
five – between John Covington of the state of Georgia Washington County William Easterling & his wife 
Elizabeth Easterling – Turner Webb and his wife Patty Webb Henry Covington William Covington & his 
wife Polly Covington Mastin D. Crawford and his wife Charlotte Crawford of the State of North Carolina 
Richmond of the one part and Samuel Covington of the State and County a foresaid of the other part all 
Heirs of the Estate of the late Henry Covington Senr. Deced.  Witnesseth that the above mentioned Heirs 
have relinquished all claims, or demands for them selves & Heirs for ever unto the said Samuel Covington 
to a certain parcel of Land which Land was held on possession by the Sd. Henry Covington Deceasd in his 

                                                 
a  Samuel Covington was the son of Henry and Elizabeth (Sands) Covington. 
b  This is William Wall Covington, son of John Covington and Nancy Wall. 
c  Plus 8 slaves. 
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life time it being all the Land that he the Said Deceased possessed Joining his own House plantation 
supposing by Testamation to contain about eight hundred Acres with an exception of two Hundred acres 
which was by Deed conveyed by the above mentioned Heirs to Henry Covington Junr, it being Land which 
was verbally given to the said Henry Covington Junr by Father in his life time also with an exception of 
One Hundred Acres including the House and orchards belonging to the land which was by the said 
deceased given to his wife Elizabeth Covington in his life time  She having the full possession of every 
appurtenances there unto during her natural life and after her death to be conveyed by the above Heirs to 
the proper use of the Said Samuel Covington the said land with every appurtenances for and in 
consideration for the sum of One Thousand Dollars five Hundred to be paid by the sealing of these 
presents and the other to be paid at the Death of Elizabeth Covington we the above mentioned do by these 
presents bargain sell alien and confirm to the said Saml. Covington all claims or rights whatsoever, which 
lays in us or our Heirs, as Heirs of this Estate of the said Deceased and here by these presents and have 
totally relinquish all claims that lays in us Heirs of the sd Estate unto the Said Samuel Covington his heirs, 
forever  in witness where of we have here unto set our hands and Seals the Day and date first above 
mentioned 
Signed Sealed and delivered } John Covington {seal} 
In the presence of } William Easterling {seal} 

William Leaton} } Elizabeth X her mark Easterling {seal} 
Test. Wm. Cotter} } John Turner Webb {seal} 

John Crawfd } Patty X her mark Webb {seal} 
William Leatos } Henry Covington {seal} 
  William Covington {seal} 

  Polly x her mark Covington {seal} 
  Mastin D. Crawford {seal} 
  Charlotte Crawford {seal} 

North Carolina }  December Session 1805 
Richmond County }  Then the within Deed was proven 
By the oath of William Leaton & Ordered to be Registered Eli Terry, Clk”412 

 

 The children of Henry Covington and Elizabeth Sands were: 

 

1. John Covington; b. ca. 1761; d. before 1830 in Washington Co., Ga.; m. Chloe
a
 ____

413
 

In the 1805 deed above, it is proven that John Covington had moved to Washington County, Georgia by 

that date.  The following listing of extant surveyor’s records in Washington Co., GA, however, strongly 

suggest that he was in Washington County as early as 1792: 

 “Name Date issued Adjoining 

Beckcom, Solomon 6 Aug 1792 Coventon, J”
414

 

His household was listed in the 1820 Washington County, GA census with both he and his wife as over the 

age of 45, and with 3 daughters and 9 slaves.  In the 1830 census of Washington County he is not listed but 

“Cloe” Covington is; she is listed as age 40-49, with one male (20-29), one female (10-14), and 4 slaves. 

[Will]  “Dated 21 Sep 1824.  Proved 26 Nov 1824.  Re-recorded Oct 1857 after the court house was 

burned.  He loaned to his wife Cloe 340 acres; he gave to his daughter Mary and Charles Fisher, her 

husband, 200 acres; to his daughter Charlotte and her husband, John Webb
b
; to his daughter Harriett and 

her husband, John Foster, 200 acres; to his daughter Martha and her husband, Samuel Webb, 190 acres; to 

his daughter Sarah 200 acres; to his daughter Malinda 200 acres; to his daughter Peggy 200 acres.  

                                                 
a  Asserted by one Internet source to be Chloe Askew. 
b  John Driver Webb. 
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Executors: wife Chole, John Webb and Charles Fisher.  Witnesses: F. P. Miller, Richard Walters, I. Mil-

ler.”
415

 

“Washington County GA: John Webb, Charles Fisher and Chloe Covington – Executors of Will of John 

Covington, wife Chloe – application for leave to sell land, Dec 20 1832.”
416

 

2. Samuel Covington; b. ca. 1762;
417 

d. aft. 1850[?]; m. Hannah Covington
a 418

 

Very little is known about this pair.  Some of the authors provide a list of children (unverified), among 

whom was a daughter Charlotte.  In the 1810 census of Richmond County was listed a Samuel Covington, 

age over 45, and wife, age over 45, with 3 sons and 6 daughters.  I cannot find them in the 1820 census, but 

in the 1830 Richmond County census are Samuel Covington, age 60-69, a wife, age 60-69, and 1 daughter.  

There is no appropriate listing in Richmond County in the 1840 census, but the census of Rutherford Coun-

ty lists a Samuel Covington, age 80-89, living with a female, age 40-49, who is “insane” and an “idiot.”  

Then in the 1850 census of Richmond County a Samuel Covington, age 90, is living with a Charlotte Cov-

ington (his daughter?), age 50.  He was listed as a pauper, and she as deaf & ??? [cannot read]. 

Thus if all these are the same man, and he is the Samuel Covington that married his cousin, Hannah Cov-

ington, it appears that she died 1830-1840, and that he survived until at least 1850. 

3. Elizabeth (Betsy) Sands Covington; b. ca. 1765; m. William Easterling
b
 
419

 ca. 1786 

It is surprising to me how many times as “Elizh. Sands Easterling” she signed as witness to Marlboro 

County records of transactions heard before her husband, William Easterling, between 1795-1798.
420

 

 

In the 1830 Marlboro County census William Easterling was listed in the age bracket 70-79, and his wife 

was 60-69.  In the 1840 Marlboro County census, there was no William listed, but Elizabeth Easterling was 

listed as age 70-79, living alone. 

 

“The State of South Carolina [Marlborough District] 

 “On this the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open Court 

William Easterling before me Baylis J. Earle one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in and for 

the State aforesaid now presiding at Marlborough Court house who being first duly sworn according to law 

makes oath to the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed the 

seventh day of June in the year 1832.  That he was born on the 10
th

 day of March 1757 in Dobbs County in 

the State of North Carolina – that his age was sat down on a leaf of Bailey’s Dictionary which is now in his 

possession.  That when a small boy, he removed with his father to Craven County, now Marlboro District 

South Carolina, where he has lived ever since except whilst in the service and teaching school in North 

Carolina as stated in this paper. 

 “He entered the militia of South Carolina, as a substitute for Elijah Cottingham, under Captain Robert 

Lide [sic, Robert Lidell], in March 1774, marched with him to Charleston, and there remained as well as he 

recollects about a month, and was discharged.  He was engaged from that time to 1778 in Bladen (now 

Robeson County in North Carolina) and was not in the Army.  He then volunteered under Colonel T. 

Brown, and remained with him some months, he does not recollect how long and was discharged.  He also 

served under Captains William Moore, Arch
d
 McIsick [sic, Archibald McKissick?], Peter Robeson, ___ 

Anderson and Colonel Thomas Robeson, at different times, and at all times when called for and when he 

thought his services were needed; between Drowning Creek North Carolina and Great Pee Dee River, 

against the Tories in the years 1778, 1779, 1780.  The actual service amounting to at least one year.  The 

duty and precise times of each is not now recollected, nor has deponent now any papers to which he can 

refer to settle it.  The Tories, four in number, came at night to the house of Isham Pitman Esq where 

deponent boarded while teaching School, and robbed him of his horse, saddle, bridle & [illegible words].  

He was engaged in one battle with the Tories on Bear Swamp between Drowning Creek and Little Pee Dee 

River [Pedee River]. Colonel Brown, Lt Col Richardson, Adjutant Robert Raiford and Captain Anderson 

commanded the Whigs and Captain Barfield the Tories.  Captain Anderson was shot down in this battle just 

                                                 
a  His cousin, daughter of John Covington, above, and his first wife, Hannah Dockery. 
b  “who was born 8 Mar 1757.  They moved to Marlboro County, S.C., on 25 Jan 1786.” 
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by deponent’s side, and was carried and deponent does not know whether he died or survived it.  The 

Tories were defeated. 

 “Deponent shortly afterwards became acquainted with Colonel Thomas Crawford of Richmond 

County in the State of North Carolina.  He gave deponent a Captain's commission.  He commanded a 

Company of light Horsemen.  He was with his men actively engaged in service in the Counties of 

Richmond and Robeson in North Carolina, and Marlborough district in South Carolina for the term of three 

months when peace was proclaimed. That section of Country was infested by the Tories so that no one was 

safe.  They made numerous efforts to embody themselves and were dispersed by deponent & his company, 

but they had regular engagement with them.  He does not know what has become of his commission, as he 

did not know that he would ever have any use for it.  He served twelve months or upwards as a foot soldier 

and three months as a Captain of Horse. 

 “The only ones of his companions in arms he now recollects who is now living in his Thomas 

Plummer Williams of Richmond County North Carolina, and James James of Chesterfield District South 

Carolina, who were two of the Horsemen under deponent when Captain.  Deponent hereby relinquishes 

every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not, nor ever 

has been, on the pension roll or agency of any State whatever. 

 S/ Wm Easterling 

“S/ B. J. Earle, Presiding Judge of the Court of Common Pleas & Sessions in open Court at Marlborough 

Courthouse within State & District aforesaid. 

“The State of South Carolina 

 “On the eighth day of October in the year of our Lord 1834 personally appeared in open Court William 

Easterling before me John Richardson one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in and for the state 

aforesaid now presiding at Marlborough Court House who being first duly sworn according to law makes 

oath to the following declaration in order to obtain a pension under the act of Congress passed the seventh 

day of June 1832. 

 “He was born in Dobbs County (since divided into other Counties) in the State of North Carolina on 

the 10
th

 March 1757.  His age was set down on a leaf of Bailey’s Dictionary, which he has now in his 

possession.  When a small boy, he removed with his father to Craven County (now Marlborough District) 

South Carolina, where he has lived ever since except as he is stated in this statement. 

 “In 1776 I entered the service, went to Charleston South Carolina as a private foot soldier, as a 

substitute for Elijah Cottingham, served there under Captain Robert Lide [sic, Robert Lidell] one month, 

was discharged by him and returned home.  I had the discharge for a long time, but have lost it and cannot 

tell how or when. 

 “In 1777 I served as a private at Cheraw Hills South Carolina under Colonel Powell [probably George 

Gabriel Powell] and one Stackhouse [John Stackhouse?] one month and was discharged but cannot tell 

what has become of it.  In these years I was out in many other scouts for a few days about the line of North 

and South Carolina. 

 “In 1778, I removed to Bladen, now Robeson County, North Carolina to teach school.  That year and 

the two following, I spent the time partly in teaching school and partly in the service.  While teaching 

school I boarded part of the time at Isham Pitman’s and part of the time at Mr. Pope’s.  One third of each 

year, say four months, in tours of a month generally, but sometimes a little more, and sometimes of little 

less each, was in the service under Colonels Brown, Richardson and Robeson, and Captains Robeson, 

Anderson, Moore and McKissick.  Our routes were confined between the Cape Fear River in North 

Carolina and Great Pee Dee [River] in South Carolina crossing repeatedly Rockfish, Raft Swamp, 

Drowning Creek and Little Pee Dee [River] and passing over a country infested with Tories.  I was in but 

one regular battle but was in many little skirmishes. 

 “When under Colonel Brown in the County of Bladen in North Carolina, sometime after dark, we 

heard one of our sentinels cry out [‘]who comes there.[’] 3 times.  He then fired and ran into the line of fire.  

Another sentinel stood near who thought it was cattle.  He hailed Captain Barfield who commanded the 

Tories shot and hit the sentinel in the back.  The Tories continued their fire until they came so near that I 

could see their faces by the flash of their guns.  Our men were in confusion.  The Colonel ordered one side 

of the line of fire, the Adjutant on the other – Our officers succeeded in forming us and commencing fire.  

We had not fired more than four rounds before the Tories retreated.  We were commanded by Colonel 

Brown, Lt Col Richardson, Adjutant Robert Raiford & Captain Anderson.  The Tories by Captain Barfield.  

During the engagement Captain Anderson (a brave man and true Whig) was shot down by my side.  He 
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cried out [‘]Oh Lord, I’m a dead man; what shall I do[?’]  Adjutant Raiford who was as brave as ever lived, 

but who stuttered very badly, replied [‘]GuGu _d in it l l l lye close lye close[.’] poor Anderson's wound 

was mortal – we were ordered [illegible words], set out sentinels, and lay on our arms till morning. 

 “After this I moved back to Craven County now Marlborough South Carolina. Sometime after this 

in1781 or 2, I think it was 1782, I became acquainted with Colonel Thomas Crawford of Richmond County 

North Carolina.  He commissioned me Captain of a company of horse.  I with my company scoured the 

Counties of Richmond and Robeson for three months, dashing from place to place as we heard the Tories 

were assembling, dispersing them and preventing their assembling in large bodies.  I continued out 

skirmishing as my services were needed until peace.  I was once taken prisoner at Isham Pitman’s, by a 

band of Tories who robbed me of a horse, saddle and bridle.  I was badly treated by them. 

 “I know of no living witness who can prove the two months service in South Carolina at Charleston 

and Cheraw Hills.  There is an old man named Matthew Jones who lived in Robeson County in North 

Carolina who was at my house last summer and qualified my service in Bladen and Robeson in 1778, 9, 80.  

But he is too old and infirm to be brought to Court.  John MacAlister of Richmond County North Carolina 

and Filottson O’Brien [sic, Tillotson O’Bryan], Thomas Plummer Williams and old Mr. Everett are still 

living who could prove my last three months as Captain.  And James James of Chesterfield, who I 

understand has a pension, was one of my men. I do not know a single man in Marlborough who was a 

companion of mine in arms.  James James died in a few days. 

 S/ Wm Easterling” 

“Sworn to and subscribed in open court. 

“S/George Bristow 

“[Campbell Stubbs, a Baptist Minister and Nathan Thomas gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 

“State of South Carolina Marlborough District 

“Personally appeared before me John Donaldson Esquire one of the justices of the Quorum for said District 

Tillotson Obryen Esquire of Richmond County North Carolina, who being duly sworn on the Holy 

Evangelist of Almighty God doth make oath and say that he was well acquainted with William Easterling 

Esquire now of Marlborough District South Carolina Marlborough District towards the latter part of the 

revolutionary War with Great Britain and that he the said William Easterling did serve in said Richmond 

County North Carolina and served about the same as Captain of a Militia light Horse company then having 

a commission signed by Colonel Thomas Crawford of said Richmond County and that said Easterling 

served fully and truly then a 3 months Tour under said Crawford and other commanding officers and the 

deponent saith that he has kept no register of the time of entering into the service of the 3 months Tour But 

recollects that soon after the Tour was ended the war ceased and the deponent was discharged having 

served the 3 months under the said Easterling. 

“Sworn to & signed before me the 30th day of December 1832 

“S/ John Donaldson, JQ S/ Tilln OBryen”
421

 

4. Sarah (Sally) Covington; b. ca. 1768; d. before 1805; m. Matthew P. Covington
a
 
422

 

See the information provided for Matthew P. Covington in the list of John Covington’s children, above. 

5. Nancy Covington; b. ca. 1771; d. 8 Sep 1793 m. Bennett Easterling of South Carolina 25 

Dec 1792
423

 

“Nancy Covington married 25 Dec 1792 Bennett Easterling of SC.  Died in childbirth 8 Sep 1793.  The 

child died 12 Sep 1793.  (Recorded Easterling Family Bible).  Nancy was dead before her father and 

therefore not mentioned in estate settlement in 1805.”
424

 

 

There is considerable controversy among researchers regarding the above data.  I do not have access to the 

Easterling Bible so cannot verify the above.  If true, however, Nancy Covington was married to Bennett 

Easterling such a short time it would be impossible to find anything in primary records – which are 

                                                 
a  Her cousin, son of John and Hannah (Dockery) Covington. 
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practically nonexistent in Marlboro County anyway.  McSwain in My Folk does not even list Nancy 

Covington as a daughter. 

6. Martha/Patty/Patsy Covington; b. ca. 1773; m. John Turner Webb
425

 ca. 1788 

Marriage “Licenses Issued from 1
st
 of December 1787 until 1

st
 day of December 1788”: 

 Turner Webb to Patsey Covington”
426

 

 

In the 1790 Richmond County census, John Turner Webb was listed with a wife, and one son under the age 

of 16.  In the 1800 Richmond County census he was listed as Turner Webb, age 26-44, with wife, age 26-

44, and 4 sons and 2 daughters.  In the 1810 Richmond County census he was listed as Turner Webb, age 

26-44, with wife, age 26-44, 4 sons, and 4 daughters.  In the 1820 Richmond County census he was listed 

as Turner Webb, age 45+, with wife, age 45+, 1 son, 5 daughters, and one slave.  I could not find either him 

or her in the 1840 census, or later. 

7. Mary (Polly) Covington; b. 9 Jan 1778; d. 19 Oct 1839;
427

 m. William Wall Coving-

ton 1 Mar 1799
428

 

“Covington William [to] Covington Polley  1 Apr 1799  Matthew Covington”
429

 

8. Charlotte Covington; b. ca. 1780; d. 22 May 1855 in Kemper Co., MS; m. Rev. Mastin 

D. Crawford (her cousin)
430

 

Her grave marker in the Rush Cemetery of Kemper Co., MS reads: “Charlotte Crawford, d. 22 May 1855; 

Relict of M. D. Crawford; 71 years.”  Her husband, Masten D. Crawford is buried in the same cemetery; he 

was born 30 Jul 1778, and died 12 Feb 1842 in Kemper County.
 431

 

9. Henry Covington; b. ca. 1784; d. between 1846 (will dated) and 1866 (will recorded) in 

Richmond Co., N.C.; m. (1) Sarah Hunter;
432

 (2) Betsy Smith
a
 
433

 

“Henry Covington was a Methodist preacher.  He preached on the Now Laurel Hill District of the Method-

ist Circuit, which consist of Tabernacle Methodist Church in Ghio, NC.  Called today Scoll in Lower Scot-

land County and Sneads Grove Methodist Church 3 miles North of Laurel Hill and other churches in Scot-

land and Marlboro County, SC.  He died after 1860 when counted in 1860 census and [before] 1866 when 

his will was recorded.”
434

 

“State of North Carolina, Richmond County.  In the name of God, Amen.  I, Henry Covington being in 

health of body and mind, memory & understanding, praise God for the same, after having already given my 

children by my first wife their portion of my estate, namely to John Covington my son, two Negroes Billy 

& Miles, and to Sarah Covington my daughter, three Negroes, Lewis, Marcy and ___, with their future in-

crease, and also one hundred acres of land.  To Ann Covington my daughter, Negroes, Nancy, Marthy and 

Jacob with their future increase and also one hundred acres of land ... I have given them their ... equal parts 

of other things, and be it known to all men that the above is confirmed and established in this my will and 

testament, do make this my last will and testament in manner and form following.  I bequeath unto my be-

loved wife Elizabeth Covington all my ... securities for money ... estate and effects of what nature or kind 

... the same or whatsoever may remain in my property ... death, after the payments of my just debts to hold 

... to her my said wife Elizabeth Covington’s use & benefit so long as she liveth and immediately after her 

decease, my mind and will is to give the remainder of the above mentioned money goods, estate and effects 

to my son Henry Covington, or if Elizabeth should have other children by me to be equally divided be-

tween them or their executors, administrators or assigns.  I do nominate, constitute and appoint my said 

wife sole executrix of this my last will and testament, hereby revoking and making null and void all and 

every other will or wills heretofore by me made and do declare this to be my last will and testament.  In 

witness whereof I, the said Henry Covington have hereunto set my hand and seal this 11
th

 ... 1846.  In the 

presence of S. Goodwin, Henry Covington.  Proved October Term 1866.”
435

 

                                                 
a  Widow of Alexander Smith. 
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illiam Wall
a
 Covington, born 16 January 1777,

436
 was the son of John and Nancy (Wall) 

Covington.  On 1 March 1799 he married his first cousin, Mary Covington, daughter of 

Henry and Elizabeth (Sands) Covington. 
 

“Covington William [to] Covington Polley  1 Apr 1799  Matthew Covington”
437

 

 

 At this point we must necessarily wade through two more misdirections and points of 

confusion.  As discussed previously, McSwain in My Folk seemed determined to inject a Smith 

into the Henry Covington line, and she persisted down to Henry’s daughter, Mary, when she 

referred to her more than once as “Mary ‘Smith’ Covington”.
438

  And then, of course, people 

who followed in her footsteps in publishing their books without doing any further research, 

repeated the same information (and the same information is repeated ad nausea on the Internet), 

e.g., “He [William Wall Covington] m. on 1 Apr 1799, Mary ‘Polly’ (Smith) Covington ... a dau. 

of his uncle Henry Covington and Elizabeth Smith Sands.”
439

  Elizabeth Sands was née Elizabeth 

Swift as proven in the Sands and Swift family histories [Chapters 9 & 10].  Mary is only named in a 

few records, and on her grave maker (see below), and not once is she referred to with a middle 

name of “Smith.”  Not only was there no reason to do so, but she was born in a time when very 

few people were even given middle names, especially females. 

 

 The next issue deals with the fact that she apparently did come to the marriage with at 

least one child whose father was someone other than William Wall Covington.  There is abso-

lutely no doubt that William Wall Covington in his 1858 will named Mial Covington as his step-

son.  By naming Mial a step-son William was stating that Mial was not his son, and that William 

had not adopted Mial, else he would not have labeled him a step-son.  So Mial Covington was 

Mary’s son by a different father.  The fact that Mial’s surname was Covington means either that 

he was of illegitimate birth, or that Mary had previously been married to another Covington.  

(Certainly, since Mial’s surname was Covington, and when she married (see marriage record 

above) she was recorded as a Covington, she had not been married to someone else who was not 

a Covington, like a Smith – or else both Mial’s surname would have been different and she 

would be named by her married name in her marriage record to William Wall Covington.)  And 

since no one has been identified as a suitable candidate for Mial’s father among the rest of the 

Covington tribe, then the most likely explanation is that he was illegitimate. 

 

 That is not the end of the issue.  Somehow White in her Covington Cousins also intro-

duced from out of the blue, a sister for Mial Covington, when she said: 

 
 “She was known as ‘Aunt Polly’ and was the daughter of Henry Covington, son of Wil-

liam and Mary (Wall) Covington
b
.  Evidently Mary Covington had two children before she mar-

ried William, since in William’s will he says ‘I give unto my stepson Mial Covington the sum of 

                                                 
a  The only record found to date that provides us with William’s middle name is the 1814 will of his brother-in-law, James 

McN. Smith (m. Rebecca Covington) in which he names his brother-in-law William Wall Covington as his executor. 
b  Absolutely wrong!  Henry Covington, father of Mary, was the son of John and Mary (Airey) Covington of Queen Anne’s 

County, Maryland. 

W 
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$1.00.’  Elizabeth Covington, no doubt, was the other child, she was born in 1798.  Mial in 1799.  

Mary was born 9 January 1778 and died 19 October 1839, according to the grave marker in the 

old Zion Cemetery near Rockingham, N.C. where both William and Mary are buried. ...”
440

 

 

 The sentence in italics in the above statement is a puzzler.  What other child?  Where did 

she obtain information that there was another child?  The use of “no doubt” in that sentence 

suggests that she had no evidence with which to back up the statement. 

 

 Not to be outdone, McSwain in My Folk repeated the same unsubstantiated information 

above, with additional information: 

 
“Elizabeth Covington, step child, mentioned in William Wall Covington’s Will of 1858, married 

John Thomas, b. 1793, son of William Thomas (Silver Heel), and his second wife, Sarah Ewing.  

Their children: (1) James Thomas m. Elizabeth Bolton who d. 1888, age 75, a dau. of Thomas 

Bolton – buried at Hal Kelly cemetery, some two miles east of Cartledge Creek Church; (2) Mary 

Thomas, b. 1819, m. Angus McInnis, moved west; (3) Calvin Thomas m. Miss Hasty; (4) Sallie 

Thomas m. John McKay; (5) Martha Thomas m. Thomas Garrett.”
441

 

 

 In the first sentence of the above, McSwain asserts that Elizabeth was mentioned in 

William Wall Covington’s Will.  No!  She was not!  (see a transcript of the will produced from 

the original on microfilm, below).  So where in the world could those authors have obtained their 

information?  Capt. W. I. Everett in his Richmond County Sketches, published in 1927, did not 

even mention Mial, much less Elizabeth.  But an even earlier author, Duncan Donald McColl, 

published a little book (in 1916) that dealt with the Thomas family descendants and he provided 

the exact same information about the children of John Thomas and Elizabeth Covington as in the 

second excerpt above.
442

  And he said about John Thomas: “John, born 1792, m. Elizabeth Cov-

ington, half-sister Mrs. Mary Wall.”  The Mrs. Mary Wall to whom he refers is almost certainly 

Mary Covington, daughter of William Wall and Mary Covington, who married Mial Wall.  So if 

his statement is true, then that does seem to place Elizabeth Covington as a daughter of Mary 

Covington (dau. of Henry and Elizabeth (Sands) Covington), as asserted by Covington Cousins.  

But is it really true, and where is the evidence?  I certainly have found nothing to directly suggest 

that Mial Covington had a sister. 

 

 The answer, or at least some comforting reassurance, may be found in the census data.  In 

1800 the Henry Covington and John Wall Covington families were enumerated as: 

 
Richmond County, North Carolina 1800 census: 

 Males Females 

Head of Household 

0
-1

0
 

1
0
-1

5
 

1
5
-2

5
 

2
5
-4

5
 

4
5
+

 

0
-1

0
 

1
0
-1

5
 

1
5
-2

5
 

2
5
-4

5
 

4
5
+

 

William Covington 1  1     1   

Henry Covington
a
     1 1    1 

 

 Notice that William Covington, who had only married Mary in 1799, had one young male 

in the household, and that could only be Mial Covington (later known as “Miles Clement Cov-

                                                 
a  Plus 8 slaves. 
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ington), since according to his grave marker in Bossier Parish, Louisiana, he was born 18 Sep 

1799.  There was no one who could be Elizabeth in the William Covington household.  But in 

Henry Covington’s household there was a very young female who could very well be Elizabeth. 

 

 Henry Covington died prior to 1805, so he does not appear in the 1810 census.  Where 

then would Elizabeth live?  The William Covington household has several new additions, includ-

ing a young female who was in the 10-15 year-old category.  William and Mary Covington’s 

oldest daughter, Ann Poythress Covington, was not born until 1804, and she therefore appears to 

be the 0-10 year-old daughter, and Elizabeth Covington could very well be the 10-15 year-old 

daughter of Mary Covington, born prior to her marriage to William Covington. 
 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1810 census: 

 Males Females 

Head of Household 0
-1

0
 

1
0
-1

5
 

1
5
-2

5
 

2
5
-4

5
 

4
5
+

 

0
-1

0
 

1
0
-1

5
 

1
5
-2

5
 

2
5
-4

5
 

4
5
+

 

William Covington
a
 5   1  1 1  1  

 

 The above information only reveals that there was a possibility that Elizabeth was a 

daughter of Mary Covington, and brother of Mial, but it certainly does not constitute proof.  I 

will leave my readers to ponder the significance of two facts that pertain to the above discussion: 

 If, indeed, Miles Covington was the same Mial Covington, and if the date of his birth is 

correct on his grave marker (18 Sep 1799), then he was conceived only a very short time 

before William and Mary were married (1 Apr 1799); Mary was pregnant, and barely 

showing that condition, when she married William Covington; Mial was born 5½ months 

after they were married. 

 Mial was named in William Covington’s will and in the estate settlement records after his 

death; Elizabeth was not!  Why? 
 

 The first deed naming William Covington is the following in which John Covington, 

William’s father, essentially made a deed-of-gift to his son. 
 

“This Indenture made the 26th day of January One thousand eight hundred & one between William 
Covington of the County of Richmond & State of North Carolina planter and John Covington Senr of the 
same place, Witnesseth that the said John Covington Senr for and in consideration of the natural affection 
to my son William Covington, and likewise for & in consideration of Ten pounds current money to me in 
hand paid have bargained, given, granted & confirmed to the aforesaid Son William Covington all that part 
of a tract of land lying on the South fork of Cartleges Creek, beginning at the mouth of a drain at a stake 
___ the old bridge and runs up said drain between the two plantations to the line in ___ Hill, then direct 
with the back line to Henry Covingtons land __ the Tobacco fields ... Containing Two acres and one 
eighth, then with the divisions between Henry Covington & Wiley Covington to the south fork, then down 
the south fork to the aforesaid drain Containing One hundred acres ... Except that the said John Covington 
Sen hath reserved to himself during his life the use of the old Bell fields with the orchards, and all the 
Timber within the fork of aforesaid drain, and what is known by the name of the Bell field branch ... In 
witness whereof I the said John Covington have hereunto set my hand & seal this 26th day of Jany 1801 – 
Signed sealed & delivered in presence of us 

 Matthew Covington John  +++  Covington 

                                                 
a  Plus 4 slaves. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Covington&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=20&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GSsr=201&GRid=25369109&df=all&
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 Benjm Covington 
July Sessions 1801.  The within Deed was proven in Court by the oath of Matthew Covington ordered to 
be registered. Test. ____ for Eli Terry Clk”

443
 

 

 The following deed, which is in effect a partition of the land of Henry Covington, proves 

that Mary Covington, wife of William Wall Covington was an heir of Henry Covington: 

 
“From the Heirs of Henry Covington to Saml Covington 
 “This indenture made this the 26th day of April and in  the Year of our Lord Eighteen hundred and 
five – between John Covington of the state of Georgia Washington County William Easterling & his wife 
Elizabeth Easterling – Turner Webb and his wife Patty Webb Henry Covington William Covington & his 
wife Polly Covington Mastin D. Crawford and his wife Charlotte Crawford of the State of North Carolina 
Richmond of the one part and Samuel Covington of the State and County a foresaid of the other part all 
Heirs of the Estate of the late Henry Covington Senr. Deced.  Witnesseth that the above mentioned Heirs 
have relinquished all claims, or demands for them selves & Heirs for ever unto the said Samuel Covington 
to a certain parcel of Land which Land was held on possession by the Sd. Henry Covington Deceasd in his 
life time it being all the Land that he the Said Deceased possessed Joining his own House plantation 
supposing by Testamation to contain about eight hundred Acres with an exception of two Hundred acres 
which was by Deed conveyed by the above mentioned Heirs to Henry Covington Junr, it being Land which 
was verbally given to the said Henry Covington Junr by Father in his life time also with an exception of 
One Hundred Acres including the House and orchards belonging to the land which was by the said 
deceased given to his wife Elizabeth Covington in his life time  She having the full possession of every 
appurtenances there unto during her natural life and after her death to be conveyed by the above Heirs to 
the proper use of the Said Samuel Covington the said land with every appurtenances for and in 
consideration for the sum of One Thousand Dollars five Hundred to be paid by the sealing of these 
presents and the other to be paid at the Death of Elizabeth Covington we the above mentioned do by these 
presents bargain sell alien and confirm to the said Saml. Covington all claims or rights whatsoever, which 
lays in us or our Heirs, as Heirs of this Estate of the said Deceased and here by these presents and have 
totally relinquish all claims that lays in us Heirs of the sd Estate unto the Said Samuel Covington his heirs, 
forever  in witness where of we have here unto set our hands and Seals the Day and date first above 
mentioned 
Signed Sealed and delivered } John Covington {seal} 
In the presence of } William Easterling {seal} 

William Leaton} } Elizabeth X her mark Easterling {seal} 
Test. Wm. Cotter} } John  Turner Webb {seal} 

John Crawfd } Patty X her mark Webb {seal} 
William Leatos } Henry Covington {seal} 
  William Covington {seal} 

  Polly x her mark Covington {seal} 
  Mastin D. Crawford {seal} 
  Charlotte Crawford {seal} 

North Carolina }  December Session 1805 
Richmond County }  Then the within Deed was proven 
By the oath of William Leaton & Ordered to be Registered Eli Terry, Clk”444 

 

 It appears that the land that Henry Covington Jr. inherited in the above partition and 

settlement was sold to William Covington only a few months later: 
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“This Indenture made the 28th day of March 1806 between Henry Covingtona of the County of Richmond 
and State of North Carolina of the one part, and William Covington of the County and State aforesaid of 
the other part – Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the Sum of four hundred Spanish Milld Dollars 
in hand paid therefore hath bargained & sold unto the said Covington all that part of Three different 
surveys situated as follows – Beginning at a stake ... on the waters of Cartledges Creek, on John Covingtons 
line ... containing by estimation two hundred acres ... In testimony whereof the said Henry Covington hath 
hereunto set his hand and Seal, the day & date above written – Signed Sealed and delivered in the presence 
of 
Witness Henry Covington 
W Cole 
Wm P Leak 
“Richmond County July Court 1807 ... Ordered that the within Deed be registered, have been proven in 
open Court by the oath of Wm T Cole Wm P Leak CCC”

445
 

 

 If the reader will recall, John Covington Sr., in his will, left 300 acres to his sons, Wil-

liam, Henry and Thomas Covington, land in Anson County that John inherited from his brother 

William Covington.  John Covington Jr. was named the executor of his father’s will, but John Jr. 

died only shortly after his father’s death.  The following record involves the same 300 acres. 
 

“This Indenture made the twentieth day of Decr in the year one thousand eight hundred and nine between 
Wm Henry & Thomas Covington of the County of Richmond, in the State of No Carolina of the one part 
and James Gillespie & Malacha Pegues Executors of the last will and Testament of John Covington Junr  
decd of the District of Marlborough in the State of So Carolina of the other part, Witnesseth that the said 
William Covington, Henry Covington, & Thos Covington for and in consideration of the sum of one 
hundred and forty six Dollars and fifty one cents to each of them in hand paid by the said James Gillespie 
and Malacha Pegues Exr of John Covington Jnr decd as aforesaid and whereby the said John Covington Junr 
aforesaid was bound in the sum of two thousand Dollars by Bond bearing date the 21st day of Feb 1807 
unto Dudley Williams of the County of Anson for the making a good and sufficient right & title in fee 
simple to him the said Dudley Williams & his heirs for Three hundred acres of Land lying in the County of 
Anson aforesaid, granted unto __ William Covington & __ed by John Covington Senr by his last will & 
Testament unto the said Wm Henry & Thomas being the sons of the said John Covington Senr in his life 
time, did sell and dispose of the aforesaid land unto the said Dudley Williams aforesaid in time of the 
minority of the said William Henry & Thomas Covington, which they are now willing to convey unto the 
Executors of John Covington Junr decd to wit James Gillespie & Malacha Pegues, in order that they may be 
empowered to comply with the bond of the said John Covington Junr as aforesaid. 
 “The receipt & payment of the aforesaid sum of one hundred and forty six Dollars and fifty one cents 
to each of us paid, we hereby acknowledge, and have bargained sold aliened enfeoffed conveyed and 
confirmed ... unto the said James Gillespie & Malacha Pegues aforesaid the aforesaid Three hundred acres of 
Land, situate lying and being in the County of Anson aforesaid in the State of No Carolina aforesaid 
Beginning at a Hicory on the West side of the long branch of Jones Creek, in Bartholomew Murphys upper 
line and John Sandersons ... which was granted as foresaid and surveyed by Rob: Jerman the 12th Jany 1771 
... In witness whereof the said Wm Henry & Thos Covington have hereunto set their hand and fixed their 
seals. 
Signed Sealed & delivered in Wm Covington 
the presence of Henry  H  Covington 

 J. Math___ Thomas  X  Covington 
 Jn. Wall 
“State of N. Carolina }  March Sess 1810 

                                                 
a  This is Henry Covington Jr., son of Henry Covington and Elizabeth Sands. 
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Richmond County }  Then the within Deed was duly proved in open court by the oath of John Wall 
ordered to be registered.  Wm P. Leak Clk”

446
 

 

“This Indenture made this 23rd day of December One Thousand eight hundred & nine, between Samuel 
Covingtona and William Covington, both of Richmond County & No Carolina  Witnesseth that for and in 
Consideration of the sum of Eighteen Dollars & fifty cents in hand paid to him the said Saml Covinton 
hath given and granted unto the said William Covington ... part of a tract of the old Presbyterian Meeting 
House Spring branch, Begining at a red oak ... on said branch, thence the branch to John Covingtons old 
line ... in Henry Covingtons old line ... supposed to contain nine acres & one fourth acre ... In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal the date above written – Signed Sealed and delivered in 
presence of us 
 Wat[?} Leak Samuel Covington 
 Wm P Leak 
“Richmond County Sept Sess 1811.  Proven in open court by the oath of Wm P Leak, ordered to be 
registered. Wm P Leak”

447
 

 

“This Indenture made the 23rd day of August 1813 between William Williams, Edward Williams & John 
Wallb, the Two former of the County of Richmond, in the State of North Carolina, and the latter of the 
County of Anson, in the said State who acts as attorney of Thomas H. Williams and not further than the 
legal authority of his appointment, on the one part & William Covington of the County of Richmond in 
the said State of North Carolina of the other part – Witnesseth that they the said William Williams, 
Edward Williams and John Wall attorney as aforesaid hath this day bargained & sold unto him the said 
William Covington ... a piece of Land, situated lying & being in said County of Richmond and bounded as 
follows, to wit beginning at the end of the first line of the Cross road tract ... that ___ the various Course 
of a branch to an old brick yard ... containing `132 ½ acres of Land by estimation ... And they the said 
William Williams and Edward Williams, together, with the power vested to him the sd John Wall by Power 
of Atto. to him from Thomas H. Williams, and for & in consideration of the sum of Two hundred Dollars 
– To them in hand paid ... In Witness whereof are the parties have hereunto set our hands & seals the 23rd 
of Aug as above 1813 – Signed Sealed & delivered in the presence of 
 Elijah Thomas William Williams 
  Edwd Williams 
  John Wall att. for 
No Carolina } Thomas H. Williams 
Rd County } June Term 1816 
The within deed from Edward G. Williams, William Williams and John Wall Atto for Thos H. Williams 
was witnessed by Elijah Thomas Decd – John McAl_t_ and Masten D. Crawford maketh oath that they 
believe the name of Elijah Thomas was written  - the P Thomas [?] – and is hereby ordered to be 
Registered. 
  M. D. Crawford Clk”
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Richmond County, North Carolina 1820 census: 
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William Covington
c
 1 3  1 1  3 1  1  

                                                 
a  Samuel Covington was the son of Henry and Elizabeth (Sands) Covington. 
b  This John Wall I believe to be the son of the John Wall who was brother of Nancy Wall who married John Covington.  

I.e., he was a first cousin of William Covington. 
c  Plus 8 slaves. 
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Nancy Covington
a
    1       1 

 

“This Indenture made this 17th day of July 1821 between William Covington of Richmond County & State 
of North Carolina of the one part and the Trustees of the Babbet[?] Meeting House, near Thomas 
Dockerys – viz. Joseph Hull, Elijah Thomas & Thomas Dockery of the other part.  Witnesseth that for and 
in consideration of the sum of five Dollars to him in hand paid ... have granted, bargained & Sold ... unto 
the said Joseph Hull Elijah Thomas & Thomas Dockery Trustees of said Meeting house, and to their 
successors in fee simple, forever, One Lot containing one acres of the South East side of Cartledges Creek, 
being part of the Land said William Covington bought of George Hicks beginning at a large red oak, on 
the side of the Waggon road below the meeting House ... the upper corner of the sd Meeting House tract, 
one the Dockery line ... In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the date above written – 
Sealed in the presence of 
 Danl Thomas Wm Covington 
 Thos ____ 
No Carolina }  July term 1821.  The within deed was acknowledged by William Covington ordered to be 
Richd County }  Registered M D Crawford Clk”
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“This Indenture made this 19th day of December in the year of our Lord 1823 between Rachael Thomasb & 
Wm Covington, both of Richmond County and State of North Carolina – Witnesseth that the said Rachael 
Thomas for and in consideration of the Sum of Two hundred & fifty dollars to her in hand paid hath given 
and granted and by these presents doth give, grant, & sell unto said Wm Covington ... the following piece or 
parcel of land being a tract deeded from Saml Stanford to __ich Lane the 3rd April 1801 and from said 
Lane to said Rachel Thomas the 24 August 1822.  Beginning at a Hickory the beginning of the original 
tract ... including one hundred acres, but of which forty three acres or thereabouts has been sold off by said 
Lane and deeded to Saml Ely which is hereby excepted ... In witness whereof She hath thereunto set her 
hand & seal the date above written 
Test  William Crawford Rachael  X  Thomas 
This may certify that the above tract of Land was conveyed by a Deed of trust from Mrs Thomas to D. _ 
Leak to secure certain __ therein mentioned, and the said debts have been fully paid and satisfied.  We 
therefore release all claim to said Land Given under our hands & seals 18th Dec 1823. 
  Thos Crawford 
  Wm P Leak 
State of No Carolina }  October Sessn 1824 
Richmond County }  The within Deed from Rachael Thomas to Wm Covington proved by Wm 
Crawford ordered to be registered M. D. Crawford, Clk”
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“This Indenture made the third day of September in the year of our Lord One thousand Eight hundred and 
twenty four, between Lauchlin McDonald of the State of North Carolina & Richmond County of the one 
part and William Covington of the County and State aforesaid of the other part.  Witnesseth that for and 
in consideration of the sum of one hundred and one Dollars to me in hand paid ... have bargained, sold 
conveyed ... unto the said William Covington ... a certain tract of Land containing Eighty four acres lying in 
the fork of falling creek – Beginning at a pine ... also another tract containing fifty acres lying near the same 
place, Beginning at a post oak ... In witness whereof I the said Luchlin M Donald have hereunto set my 
hand & seal the 3d September 1824. 
attested by John L McKinnon Lauchlin  X  Mc Donald 
 Test – George Taylor 
State of No Carolina  Richmond County  April Session 1825 
The within deed was proven in open court by the oath of John L. McKinnon, ordered to be registered. 

                                                 
a  Plus 2 slaves. 
b  Rachel Thomas was the widow of Elijah Thomas (d. 1822). 
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   M. D. Crawford Clk”
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“This Indenture made this 1st day of Jany 1825 between James C. Portilo, Masten D Crawford, Benjamin H 
Covington, Erasmus Love, Thomas Crawford, Alexander Nicholson, Wm P Leak, Charles F Leak, Charles 
Robinson and Francis T. Leak Trustees of the Richmond Euphradian Academy of the one part, and 
William Covington of the other part.  Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of one Dollars 
to them in hand paid, hath given and granted, and by these presents doth give, grant, bargain and sell unto 
said Wm Covington ... the following piece or parcel of Land, being the Land on which the old Presbyterian 
Meeting House lately stood Beginning at a red oak standing on the Hill side ... containing one acre ... being 
a piece of Land deeded by Benjn Covington to the Trustees of the Richmond Academy on the 15th day of 
Oct. 1788 Registered in the Registers office of Richmond County in book (B/C) page 142 ... Witness 
their hands & seals the date above written  Signed Sealed & delivered in presence of us 
 J. P. Leak } the first the signatures M. D. Crawford 
 Rob. J. Hale } of the above seven subscribers Wm F Leak 
 J. P. Leak to the signature of A Nicholson Thos Crawford 
 Chas Robinson 
 E Love 
 Wm P. Leak 
 B. H. Covington 
 A Nicholson 
State of No Carolina } 
Richmond County }  April Session 1825  The within Deed from the Trustees of the Richmond 
Euphradian Academy to William Covington proven in open Court by the oath of James P. Leak ordered to 
be Registered  M. C. Crawford”
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“This Indenture made the 10th day of August one thousand Eight hundred and twenty five, between John 
Webba of the County of Richmond and State of North Carolina on the one part, and William Covington 
of the County and State aforesaid on the other part.  Witnesseth that the said John Webb for and in 
consideration of the sum of Eight hundred and Twenty Dollars ... have bargained sold aliened and 
confirmed ... unto said William Covington  a certain Quantity of Land in three different tracts containing 
in all Two hundred and sixty acres lying on the waters of Davis’s Mill Creek in the County aforesaid – One 
tract containing one hundred acres, beginning at a white oak on Stephen Cole’s lower line in the fork of the 
road ...  One other tract containing one hundred acres ... on the East side of a small branch of sd creek ... 
One other tract containing Sixty acres ... on Thomas Crawfords line ... to Almonds line ... In Testimony 
whereof I do hereunto set my hand and seal this the Tenth day of August one thousand Eight hundred and 
Twenty five. 
Signed Sealed & delivered John  X  Webb 
in presence of us 
 B. H. Covington 
 William Crawford 
State of No Carolina } 
Richmond County }  October Session 1825  The within deed was proven in open court by the oath 
of William Crawford, ordered to be registered M. D. Crawford Clk”
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“State of No Carolina }  Whereas Henry Covington executed to Wm P Leak on the 17th day of May 
Richmond County }  1823 a Deed of Trust & conveyed to him the following Land for the 
purposes expressed ___ and which may be seen on the Registers Book of State and County afsd Book M 
page 92 - & the said Henry Covington has __ ___ __ the payments as therein agreed & obligated – the afsd 

                                                 
a  This John Webb might be the brother-in-law of William Covington – the John Turner Webb that married Mar-

tha/Patty/Patsy Covington, daughter of Henry Covington and Elizabeth Sands. 
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Wm P Leak having duly advertised the Land for ___ same to the highest bidder at the Court House in 
Rockinham on Tuesday the 16 day of January 1827 ___ became the last highest bidder at the sum of one 
hundred and twenty dollars 37 ½ cents ___the tract contains one Hundred & ___ acres  ... conveyed by 
Samuel Covington to said Henry which may be seen in ___ ___ Bounded as follows Beginning on or near 
the dividing line between Wm & Samuel Covington ... to the Road ... by the Road side ... Now therefore the 
said Wm P Leak as a Trustee duly authorized by said Deed of Trust for & in consideration of the said sum 
of one Hundred & Seventy Dollars 37 ½ cents in hand paid as aforesaid hath given granted bargained & 
sold unto said Wm Covington ... In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
Signed sealed & delivered } Wm P Leak 
in presence of } 
W. F. Leak }  Richmond County ___ 1827 
R. R. Thomas }  The within was proven by Walter F Leak ordered to be registered. 
  M. D. Crawford”
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“State of North Carolina }  Know all men by these presents that I William Covington, for & in 
Richmond County }  consideration of the natural Love & affection which I have & bear towards my 
Son in law Robert D. Thomas & my Daughter, Ann, his wife do give, grant bargain sell convey & confirm 
unto the said Robert D. Thomas ... the following piece or parcel of land, lying and being in the County of 
Richmond and valued at Four Hundred & thirty Six Dollars & fifty cents, To wit, Beginning at a Stake ... 
runs with the Webb line ... to Webb’s Ferry road ... with Lane’s fence ... to the Thomas line ... to Lovins 
line ... to Nichol line ... the beginning Corner of the Thomas Tract Collo Shurleys Beginning ... Containing 
One Hundred & forty six acres ... it being the Rachael Thomas Tract, part of the John Webb tract & part 
of the Old Covington Tract, & includes the Camp Ground & Zion Meeting House One acre round which 
is hereby reserved for the use of the Methodist Society ... In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & 
seal this [blank] May 1829 
In presence of   Wm Covington 
 Alfred Dockery 
 Thomas Covington 
Richmond County }  The within was proven by Alfred Dockery Ordered to be registered 
January Term 1830 } M D. Crawford”
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 The above land was mentioned in a lengthy South Carolina court case, dated 1848.  

Apparently the relationship between Robert D. Thomas and his father-in-law, William Coving-

ton, became somewhat strained.  I will copy only the more interesting excerpts from this court 

case below. 

 
“T. C. Weatherby, sheriff, v. W. S. Covingtona

 

 “Before Evans, J. at Marborough, Spring Term, 1848. 

 “The sheriff had levied on sundry negroes, as the property of one Robert D. Thomas, under sundry fi. 

fas. in his office.  These negroes were taken by the defendant out of the possession of William Thomas
b
, 

son of R. D. Thomas, in whose possession they were left, and from the plaintiff had taken a bond and secu-

rity for the delivery at sale day.  The defendant justified the taking under the authority of his father, Wil-

liam Covington, to whom he alleged they belonged.  The facts of the case were as follows, viz: Robert D. 

Thomas married the daughter of William Covington, the father of the defendant, in 1825.  Thomas resided 

in Marlborough district, and William Covington in Richmond county, in the State of North Carolina.  In 

the course of a month after the marriage, Thomas brought his wife home; and shortly after some furniture 

and two negroes, Luce, a young woman, and Caroline, a small girl, were sent to him by his father-in-law.  

Thomas, after his marriage, resided 3 years in Marlborough, and then removed to North Carolina, where he 

                                                 
a  This name is a transcription error.  The defendant in the case was William L. Covington. 
b  William C. Thomas, son of Robert D. Thomas and Ann Poythress Covington. 
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resided two years, in the neighborhood of Covington.  During all this time the negroes remained in his pos-

session.  When Thomas was about to return to this State, he sold a piece of land which Covington had giv-

en to him, at which Covington became offended, alleging that Thomas had agreed to reconvey it to him at 

a certain price if he removed from it.  The morning that Thomas started, the negro woman, Luce, by Cov-

ington’s direction, went to his house, and Thomas, on discovering this, sent Caroline also.  The girl Caro-

line was returned to him by Covington, but Thomas refused to take her, and came back to his former resi-

dence without either of the negroes.  This was in 1830 or 1831.  Within a year after, Mrs. Thomas visited 

her father, and on her return brought Caroline with her.  In 1840, Thomas sent one Easterling with a wagon 

to Covington, and brought back Luce and her two children, Edmond and Harris, who had been born while 

she was in Covington’s possession.  From that time the negroes remained in Thomas’ possession, who ex-

ercised all acts of ownership over them, and they were supposed by all the neighbors to be his, until Octo-

ber 1846, when they were levied on by the sheriff.  In 1838, Thomas was elected Clerk of the Court, which 

office he held for eight years.  He owned a tract of land and five other negroes, which he sold in the begin-

ning of October 1846, for $1450.  He was in good credit and apparently prosperous, but he was, as after-

wards appeared, a prodigal man, and on the winding up of his affairs, his debts amounted to near $3000 

above the value of his property, excluding Luce and her children, and the 5 negroes he sold.  On the 4
th

 of 

May, 1846, there were executions in the sheriff’s office amounting to 8 or 900 dollars: On the 6
th

 May he 

confessed other debts, for which other executions were issued, but these did not amount to more than $30.  

For the satisfaction of these the sheriff took a levy on the land, furniture, wagon, &c., and on the 5
th

 of Oc-

tober, Thomas gave him in writing a levy of 7 negroes, viz: Caroline and her children, and Luce, Edmond 

and Harris, to satisfy executions in his office.  There was no other evidence of levy, except this which was 

endorsed on the execution of M’Daniel, which was the largest in the office.  On the 10
th

 October, Thomas 

privately went off to Florida, leaving the negroes at his late residence, in possession of his son.  In a few 

days afterwards, the sheriff took a bond of the son with security for the delivery of the negroes at sale day.  

On the 17
th

, the sheriff advertised all the property levied on, for sale on the 2d November.  On the same 

day, Mrs. Thomas sent her son to let her father know the situation of her husband’s affairs, and on the 

proposition of William Covington, it was arranged that the negroes should be privately removed to North 

Carolina, which was effected by defendant, on the night of the 19
th

.  On information of this, the sheriff sent 

a deputy to North Carolina, who succeeded in bringing off Caroline and her children.  On the 2d Novem-

ber, the sheriff sold the land and other chattels for $497, leaving unpaid, of the executions in his office, at 

the time of the levy (5
th

 October) about $500.  Between the 5
th

 of October and the 12
th

, other executions, to 

the amount of seven or eight hundred dollars, were entered, and on the 21
st
 (two days after the negroes were 

carried off), other executions to the amount of near three thousand dollars, were entered.  On the sale day in 

December, the sheriff sold Caroline and her children, for $1190; this paid all the executions in his office at 

the time the negroes were taken by the defendant, except two or three hundred dollars.  All the cases en-

tered on the 21
st
 remain unsatisfied.  Subsequently to this, the sheriff brought this action for Luce and her 

children, Edmond and Harris, and William Covington sued the sheriff for Caroline and her children... 

 “The second question was, whether William Covington had given the negroes to R. D. Thomas.  It 

appeared in evidence, that by the law of North Carolina, there can be no parol gift of a slave.  Every gift 

must be in writing, proved and recorded in the county were the donee resides.  As the donee did not reside 

in North Carolina, so that the writing, when made, could be perfected by recording it in the county where 

he resided, his Honor was of opinion the case did not come within the provisions of the Act of the Legisla-

ture of North Carolina, but was to be decided by the rules of the Common Law, which was the law of both 

States, unless altered by Statute.  He stated to the jury, that by our law (which was the Common Law), that 

if a parent, on the marriage of his child, placed negroes or other chattels in the possession of the child, 

without any declaration or understanding to the contrary, the law presumed it was an advancement, and 

therefore a gift. 

 “The evidence on this point consisted, 1
st
. of the examination of William Covington, who said that he 

loaned Luce to R. D. Thomas, when she first came into his possession after his marriage; that afterwards, 

when Thomas was removing from North Carolina, he told her to go home, to his house, which she did; she 

remained in his possession until she was brought away by Easterling.  After Thomas’ removal, his wife 

came on a visit to his house, and wanted Caroline; he told her she might take her at any time, if she and her 

husband would take her as a loan; he also told her they might have Luce, also, whenever they would re-

ceive her in the same way.  Afterwards Easterling came for her with a letter from Thomas, and he sent her; 

he said expressly, that Thomas received the negroes as a loan.  2
nd

. The examination of several members of 
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W. Covington’s family, all of whom said their father had given to each of his children, on their marriage, 

but in every instance they had been accepted and held as a loan, subject to his right to resume possession, 

and in their opinion Thomas had received these negroes in the same way...”
456

 

 

Richmond County, North Carolina 1830 census: 
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                        1   

 

“North Carolina Richmond County 
Rockingham  This Indenture made this the 4 October 1832 between Samuel Covingtonc & William 
Covington both of the County & State aforesaid.  Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the sum of 
Five Hundred dollars to him the said Samuel Covington  in hand paid by the said William Covington ... the 
said Samuel Covington does hereby bargain and sell unto the said William Covington ... the following tract 
of land lying between the waters of the South fork of Cartiliges Creek & Hitchcock being the tract of land 
formerly belonging to old Henry Covington and by his heirs conveyed to me supposed to contain about 
500 acres.  Said tract of land adjoins the lands of the late Grant Watkings of Elias Gardner George 
Northam Stephen Walld & the said William Covington; and is the tract on which the late Daniel Smith last 
resided ... In witness whereof the said Samuel Covington does hereby affix his hand & seal. 

Test F T Leak Samuel  X Covington 
 W. R. Leak 
State of No Carolina } 
Richmond County }  October term 1832 
The within deed from Samuel Covington to William Covington was proven by F. T. Leak ordered to be 
registered. M. D. Crawford Clk”
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“This Indenture made the third day of April one thousand Eight hundred & Thirty three Between Henry 
Covingtone of the County of Richmond & State of North Carolina on the one part & William Covington 
of the County and State aforesaid on the other part  Witnesseth that the said Henry Covington for and in 
consideration of fourteen dollars ... have Bargained and sold the land (viz) Beginning at a small black gum in 
a branch south of the south fork ... containing fourteen Acres ... in testimony whereof I do hereunto set my 
hand and seal this the 3rd day of April AD 1833. 
Signed, Sealed and delivered in presence of 
witness Henry Covington 
 Holdin W Terry + 
Richmond County July Session 1833 
The within deed was proven by Holdin W Terry ordered to be registered. 
  M. D. Crawford CCC”
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 Mary Covington died 19 October 1839.
459

 
 

                                                 
a  Plus 23 slaves. 
b  Plus 2 slaves. 
c  Samuel Covington was the son of Henry Covington and Elizabeth Sands, and the brother-in-law of William Covington. 
d  Stephen Wall was the oldest son of John Wall. 
e  This Henry Covington was, I think, the son of Henry Covington and Elizabeth Sands, and the brother-in-law of William 

Covington. 
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“[23 October 1839]  D[ied]  In Richmond county on the 19
th

, Mrs. Mary Covington, consort of William 

Covington, Sen.”
460

 

 

 There is no listing for William or Wm. Covington in the 1840 census of Richmond Coun-

ty. 

 

 On 26 March 1841, he married for the second time to Mrs. Sarah/“Sallie” Chiles (Leak) 

Terry, widow of Rev. William Terry (died 1827 in Autauga Co., Alabama). 
 

“[31 March 1841]  M[arried]  In Richmond County on the 26
th

, Wm. Covington to Mrs. Sarah C. Ter-

ry.”
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“(Richmond Co, NC) [blank], 1842 William Covington (Richmond Co, NC) to my daughter Charlotte C 

Raiford, wife of Robert J Raiford (Anson Co); for natural love & affection gave Negro girls Emeline & 

Nancy each about 13 years old.  (signed) Wm Covington; (witness) A R Hargrave [only one witness]; wit. 

oath Oct 1842 by A R Hargrave.”
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“State of North Carolina } 
Richmond County }  This Indenture made this 16th day of November AD 1844 Between William 
Covington Sen. of the County and state aforesaid and Mial T. Long of the same County and state.  
Witnesseth that for and in Consideration of the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars secured by two notes 
bearing even date with this instrument, hath bargained and sold ... to the said Mial T. Long ... a certain tract 
of land Containing Eighty four acres ... lying in the fork of falling Creek.  Beginning at a pine ...  Also 
another tract Containing fifty acres  ... lying near the same place, Beginning at a post oak... In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 16th day of November AD 1844. 
signed sealed and delivered in presence of 
Test. F. A. Terry Wm Covington 
State of North Carolina }  Court of pleas & quarter sessions January Term 1852 
Richmond County }  The due Execution of the foregoing Deed from William Covington to Mial 
T. Long is acknowledged in open Court by the said William Covington ordered to be Registered. 
  Witness M. L. Danylop[?] C.C.C.”
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Richmond County, North Carolina 1850 census: 

William Covington age 73 

Sarah Covington  age 66 

 

 The following is the last record found that names William Wall Covington prior to his 

making his will, and his death in 1858: 
 

“This Indenture made & entered into this 23rd day of March in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred & 
fifty seven, between William Covington Senr of the one part & Henry H. Crowson, Wm L Covingtona, John 
P. Covington, James A. Covington, Alexander A. Covington, William Dawkins, Wm W Ellerbe, Elijah C. 
Everette, and John T. Northam, trustees for the uses & purposes hereinafter mentioned of the other part, all 
of the county of Richmond & State of North Carolina, Witnesseth that the said William Covington, Senr 
for & in consideration of the respect he has for the cause of Religion & the further consideration of the sum 
of one dollar to him in hand at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged, hath given, granted, bargained, sold released, confirmed, & conveyed and by these 
presents doth give, grant, bargain, sell, release confirm & convey unto the said H. H. Crowson, Wm S. 

                                                 
a  William L. Covington, John P. Covington, James A. Covington, and Alexander A. Covington were all sons of William 

Wall Covington. 
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Covington, John P. Covington, James A. Covington Alexr A. Covington, Wm Dawkins, Wm W. Ellerbe, 
Elijah C. Everett & John T. Northam, and their successors (trustees in tract for the uses & purposes 
hereinafter mentioned & declared), all the estate, right, title, interest, property claim & demand whatsoever 
either in law or equity, which he, the said William Covington Senr. hath in, to, or upon all & singular a 
certain piece of land situate, lying and being in the aforesaid County of Ricmond, bounded & butted as 
follows to wit: Beginning at a Post oak (stooping southward) on the north side of the road leading from 
said Covingtons by Zion camp ground, & Wm. T. Nichols to Sampley’s bridge, on Hitchcock creek, & runs 
South 73 Wt 4 chains & 60 links, to a corner, then N 17 W. 3 chains to a corner, then N 73 E. 4 chains & 
60 links , to a corner – Then direct to the beginning, containing about one acre, & a third & including some 
land belonging to Wm T. Nichols, which is hereby excepted – more or less – together with all & singular, 
the houses, woods, waters, ways, priviliges & appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining, 
unto them, the said Henry H Crowson, Wm L. Covington, John P. Covington, James A. Covington, Alexr A. 
Covington, William Dawkins, Wm W. Ellerbe, Elijah C. Everett & John T. Northam, trustees & their 
successors in office forever in trust that they shall hold the same, with the house thereon situate, and always 
keep [last line on page cut off] Methodist Episcopal church, South, according to the rules of discipline 
which from time to time may be agreed upon & adjusted by the ministers, and preachers of the said church 
at their general conferences; and in further trust & confidence that they shall at all times, forever hereafter, 
permit such ministers & preachers belonging to the said church, or shall from time to time be duly 
authorized by the General Conference of the said Methodist Episcopal Church South, or otherwise 
according to the forms of the said church to preach & expound God’s holy word therein – And the said 
William Covington Senr doth by these presents warrant & forever defend, all & singular the before 
mentioned & described piece or parcel of land, with the appurtenances thereunto belonging unto the said H. 
H. Crowson, W. L. Covington, John P. Covington, James A. Covington, Alexr A. Covington, Wm W. 
Ellerbe, William Dawkins, Elijah Everett, and John T. Northam, trustees & their successors chosen & 
appointed as aforesaid, from the claim or claims of him, the said William Covington Senr his heirs & 
assigns, and from the claim or claims of all persons whatsoever.  It being understood, or believed, that a 
Deed executed many years ago by the said William Covington Senr for the same piece or parcel of land for 
the purpose aforesaid to Samuel Ely _ & other trustees & their successors hath been lost or destroyed this 
deed is made in lieu thereof. 
 “William T. Nichols joining in this conveyance, doth for & in consideration of the sum of fifty cents 
to him in hand paid, by the said H. H. Crowson, W. L. Covington, John P. Covington, James A. 
Covington, Wm Dawkins, Alexr A. Covington, Wm W. Elerbee, Elijah C Everett & John T. Northam, and 
the respect he hath for the cause of religion, bargain, sell and convey to them for the purposes & trusts 
aforesaid all the right, title claim, demand which he hath in and to the land or any part thereof included 
within the said boundary: To have & to hold unto the said H. H. Crowson, Wm L. Covington, James A. 
Covington, Alexr A. Covington, Wm Dawkins, Wm W. Ellerbe, Elijah C. Everett & John T. Northam 
trustees & their successors in Office forever in trust and for the purposes aforesaid. 
 “In witness whereof the said William Covington Senr & Wm. T. Nichols have hereunto set their hands 
and seals, the day & date first above written. 
Signed, Sealed & delivered in the presence of Wm. Covington 
James P. Leak William T. Nichols 
North Carolina }  County Clerks Office 
County Richmond }  Mch 1st 1862 
 The due execution of the within deed is proved before me by the oath of James P. Leak a subscribing 
witness thereto.  Let it be registered S. H. Webb C.C.C.”

464
 

 

 William Covington died 14 July 1858.
465

  He and his first wife, Mary Covington, are both 

buried in the Zion Methodist Cemetery near Rockingham, Richmond County, North Carolina.
466
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 A full transcript of the will of William Wall Covington follows: 

 
“I, William Covington Sr. of the County of Richmonds and state of North Carolina do, this the 6th day of 
June A.D. 1853, make and publish this my last Will of Testament, in manner following: 
 “This is to say: In the first place, I devise and bequeath unto my son Alexander A. Covington the track 
of land upon which I live, and all the lands I own adjoining the same, including the Mansion house, 
outhouses and all other buildings, and everything thereunto belonging or appertaining to him, his heirs and 
assigns forever. 
 “Secondly: Having made advancements to my children at various times, as follows: to my son William 
L. Covington twenty eight hundred and fifty dollars: To my son Henry D. Covington twenty one hundred 
and fifty dollars: To my son Willie J. Covington and John P. Covington twenty three hundred dollars each: 
To my son James A. Covington twenty eight hundred dollars: To my son Alexander A. Covington forty 
three hundred dollars; in which sum the property devined in first clause are embraced: To my daughter 
Ann Thomas eighteen hundred dollars: To my daughter Mary Wall eleven hundred dollars: To my 
daughter Charlotte Raiford twelve hundred dollars: To my daughter Martha Gaithings thirteen hundred 
dollars: Now, I desire and direct that each of my children aforesaid shall receive of my estate in cash or 
other property at fair valuations, a sum sufficient to bring him or her up to the larger amount of forty three 
hundred dollars around.  Alexander A. Covington aforesaid; and having thus been brought up, and the 
whole of them placed even, I direct the balance of my estate of what kind occur to be equally divided 
among the whole, ten in number, share and share alike; subject however, to the following direction, 
limitations and restrictions, that is to say.  First That my negroes be valued by two or more discreet and 
disinterested persons to be named by my executor hereinafter appointed and divided among my children 
remaining in this country, and that these children who have removed off, or shall have so removed at my 
death, shall each receive in cash or other property, an amount equal in value to the respective share in 
negroes received be each of those remaining in this country – and that in case these shall be a deficiency in 
cash and other property to make them thus equal, then, that those children receiving negroes shall make 
such deficiency – my object being, simply, not to scather my negroes, but to keep them as much as the case 
will admit of, in the same neighborhood. 

 
Fig. 13 Grave markers for William and Mary Covington in Zion Methodist Cemetery 
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 “And secondly, That my Executor cause the shares of my son, Henry and Wilie to be secured in such 
way, if possible, that they may have the use and profit then of during their natural lives, and at their death 
to go and belong to their children 
 “And lastly, I direct any Executor to sell all the property I have, not named or bequeathed above, at 
such time as they may deem best. 
 “Item: I give and bequeath unto my stepson Mial Covington, the sum of one dollar. 
 “Finally: I nominate and appoint my son William L. Covington, and my son-in-law Mial Wall, 
executor to this my last Will and Testament; to execute the same and every party and clause thereof 
according to the true intent and meaning of the same, hereby revoking and making utterly well and void all 
other Wills and appointments by me heretofore made. 
 “In Witness whereof I, the said William Covington Senior, have to this my last Will and Testament 
set my hand and seal the day and year first above written. 
Signed, sealed, published and Wm Covington (Seal) 
declared by the said William 
Covington Senior, the testator, or his 
last Will and Testament, in presence of 
us, who, at his request and in his pre- 
sence and the presence of each other, Witness the same 
 James P. Leak 
 M L Douglass 

Codicil 
 “I, William Covington Senior of the county of Richmond and State of North Carolina, do make this 
Codicil to be taken as part of my last Will and Testament – that is to say, I hereby appoint my son 
William L. Covington to receive and hold in Trust, the share left in my aforesaid Will to my sons Henry 
A. Covington and Willie J. Covington, to receive the rents, benefits, him to, and to pay them annually to 
them during their natural lives, and after their deaths, respectively to divide the shares of each of them 
among his children that shall then be living and the issue of such as shall have died before those counts – 
the latter to represent their parents and take her stirpes – And it is my desire that my said sons Henry and 
Willie shall have no control whatever over their property: 
 “In witness where of I have to this Codicil set my hand and seal this 2nd day of February A.D. 1856. 
  Wm Covington (Seal) 
Signed, sealed publishes and declared by the said 
William Covington Senior, the testator on Codicil to 
his last Will and Testament, in presence of us who 
were present at the time of signing and sealing thereof 
 James P. Leak 
 H. H. Crownon 

Codicil 
 I, William Covington Senior of the county of Richmond and State of North Carolina do make this 
Codicil to be taken as part of my last Will and Testament: That and to say that having advanced to my son 
Willie J. Covington since making my said Will, the sum of three hundred fifty five dollars, making the 
whole sum advanced to him two thousand six hundred and fifty five, instead of two thousand three 
hundred dollars as set down in the 2nd clauses of my aforesaid Will: No[w], I do hereby alter and change so 
much of the 2nd clauses of my Will aforesaid as related the amount advanced my said son Willie so as to 
make it conform to the above sum of two thousand six hundred and fifty five dollars, and that this sum be 
regarded in dividing to his children (he now being dead) their share of my property or estate under their 
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said 2nd clauses of my Will aforesaid.  In witness whereof I have to this Codicil set my hand and seal this 
30th day of May A.D. 1857. 
Signed, sealed, published and Wm. Covington (Seal) 
declared by the said William Covington 
Senior, the Estator, or Codicil to his 
last Will and Testament, in presence of us 
who was present at the time of signing and sealing 
the same. 
 James P. Leak 
 M. C. Ellerbe 
“State of North Carolina of Court of Clerk and Quarter Session 
County of Richmond July Term 1858 
 “When the foregoing last Will and Testament is deed proven by the examination on oath of James P. 
Leak and H. H. Cowmon and M. C. Elerbe 
 “Ordered to be recorded. 
 “William L. Covington and Mial Wall duly qualified as Executor to the same by taking the oath 
prescribed by law - L. H. Webb C C C”467 
 

 The estate papers for William Covington reveal the following: 

 
“North Carolina, Richmond County Court.  October Term 1860.  To the Worshipful the Justices of the 
Court aforesaid.  The petition of Mial Wall and wife Mary and William M. Covington, Executor, vs. 
Henry A. Covington, James A. Covington, Alexander A. Covington, James Gathings and wife Martha, Ann 
Thomas, James [sic – John] B. McDonald and wife Charlotte, Mial Covington, James K. P. Covington, 
Thos. W. Covington, Mary E. Covington, Jeremiah Covington, Henry Covington, Thomas Covington, ___ 
McKenzie and wife Mary J. McKenzie, Martha J. Covington, Susan Covington, Caroline Covington, 
Bascomb Covington, John P. Covington and Virginia Covington, respectfully show to your Worships your 
petitioners: 

1. That William Covington, late of the County aforesaid, departed this life on the __ day of __ A.D. 
1858, having first made his last will and testament in which he appointed the petitioners, Mial 
Wall and William L. Covington his executors. 

2. That the said will, with two codicils attached thereto, was duly admitted to probate at the July 
Term 1858 of the County Court of Richmond, and at the same term of said Court the petitioners 
Mial Wall & Wm. L. Covington took upon themselves the burthen of executing the same. 

3. Your petitioners further show that Wm. Covington, the testator, was at the time of his death 
seized and possessed of a very large real and personal estate and that he bequeathed legacies in his 
said will to Mary, the wife of Mial Wall, to William L. Covington, James A. Covington, Alexander 
A. Covington, Martha, wife of James Gathings, Ann Thomas, Charlotte, wife of James [sic – John] 
B. McDonald, Mial Covington to William L. Covington to receive the hires and profits for the use 
of Henry A. Covington for his life and after his death the said legacy to be equally divided among 
his children then living. 

4. That a legacy was also given to Wm. L. Covington to receive the hires and profits for the use of 
Willie E. Covington during his life, and after his death to be equally divided among his children. 

5. That Willie died before the testator leaving the following children him surviving, who reside 
outside the limits of this State, viz., William Covington, Mary Jane intermarried with ___ 
McKenzie, Robert Covington, John Covington, Henry Covington, Thomas Covington, Martha, 
Susan and Caroline Covington, who are minors, that Henry A. Covington’s children are James K. 
P. Covington, Thos. W. Covington, Mary E. Covington, Jeremiah Covington and Eliza H. 
Covington. 
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6. They show also that there was a legacy in said will to John P. Covington, who died before the 
testator, leaving him surviving the following children, Bascomb Covington, John P. Covington and 
Virginia Covington, who are entitled to the legacy bequeathed to their father, and are infants and 
have no guardian. 

7. That their testator directed in his will that his negroes should be valued by three disinterested 
persons and divided equally among his children remaining in the Co. 

8. That said negroes have been so valued and divided between your petitioners, Jas. A. Covington, 
Alexander A. Covington, Ann Thomas and the children of John P. Covington 

9. They show that they have paid off the larger portions of the legacies, that the two years prescribed 
by law for settling up their testator’s estate has expired, and that they are anxious to pay the residue 
of said legacies remaining in their hands. 

10. That the several legacies and provisions in said will will more fully appear by reference to that 
instrument and it’s accompanying codicils, with a copy of which your petitioners are ready to 
produce to this Worshipful Court, when required. 

11. Your petitioners show that by the provisions of said will it will be necessary for William L. 
Covington to retain the legacy of Henry Covington and his children 

“They pray that a guardian ad litem may be appointed by this worshipful Court, for the infant defendants, 
Thomas W., Mary E., Jeremiah, Eliza H., Martha J., Caroline, Susan, Bascomb, John P., James K. P., and 
Virginia Covington and that an account may be taken under the direction of this worshipful Court of the 
administration of their testator’s estate, by your petitioners, William L. Covington and Mial Wall that … 
be ascertained what amount by way of legacy is due to the several legatees as aforesaid; What portions of 
the same have been paid, by your petitioners, the executors, and what residue there is still in their hands, and 
that all orders and decrees in the premises, that your Worships may deem proper shall be made, and for 
other and further relief.  Sworn to, subscribed before me this the 3rd day of August A. D. 1860.  L. H. 

Webb, Clk.”
468

 

 

 Following the death of John P. Covington, son of William Wall and Mary Covington and 

brother of our own Martha Wall Covington, in 1857, there began a legal battle that did not end 

until the North Carolina Supreme Court ruled in 1875 – a period of almost 20 years.  These 

records provide valuable insight into Covington family relationships among the children of 

William Wall and Mary Covington, and several other extended family members: 

 
 

“Rockingham, N.C. January 1
st
 1859.  Receipt Eliza Jane Covington

a
 to W. D. Ussery.  To board of Virgin-

ia Covington
b
 five months @ six dollars per month.  $30.00 tuition for five months, $5.00 house rent, fuel 

etc. $2.38.  Total $$37.38.  Received payment by James A. Covington
c
, Administrator.  (signed) W. D. 

Ussery. 

“Richmond County in Superior Court.  31 October 1874.  H. J. Wall and J. C. Leak Executors of Mial 

Wall
d
, dec’d, H. B. Covington

e
 Vs. James A. Covington, Admr. of John P. Covington

f
 dec’d John W. Leak. 

                                                 
a  Eliza Jane (Powell) Covington was the widow of John P. Covington, and she later married in 1872 in Johnson County, 

TX, James Jackson Gathings.  She was the daughter of William and Ann (Covington) Powell, the latter being the daugh-

ter of William Wall Covington’s brother, Benjamin C. Covington. 
b  Virginia Covington was the daughter, and oldest child, of John P. Covington and Eliza Jane Powell. 
c  James A. Covington was the brother of John P. Covington.  He married Caroline C. Powell, sister of Eliza Jane Powell. 
d  This is presumed to be the step-son named in William Wall Covington’s Will.  Mial Covington is presumed to have been 

a son of William’s wife, Mary, when he married her in 1799. 
e  Henry Bascom Covington, oldest son of John P. Covington and Eliza Jane Powell. 
f  “12 May 1846 Issue Fayetteville Observer: Married in Richmond County of the 30th, Mr. John P. Covington, of Rocking-

ham, to Miss Eliza Jane Powell, daughter of Wm. Powell, Esq. – M&D Abstracts, 1841-1850 – Tyner.” 
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“W. P. Covington
a
 witness for the plaintiffs questioned by the Clerk and Referee. 

“Did you ever buy any factory stock in the Richmond Manufacturing Company of James A. Coving-

ton, Admr. of John P. Covington, if so how much did you buy, when did you buy it, and when did you 

pay for it? 

“Yes, I bought some stock in 1862, some seven or eight shares for which I paid about two hundred 

dollars a share.  I bought it at public outcry from James A. Covington Admr of John P. Covington 

dec’d. 

“What were the conditions of the sale? 

“It was sold on credit.  My impression is nine months, the purchaser required to execute a note for 

the price. 

“Did you execute your note for it?  If so, how was that note paid? 

“My impression is that I executed my note.  I paid by a note I held on J. A. Covington individual-

ly. 

“What was the date of the note you held on James A. Covington? 

“I suppose about 1861, but it was an ante war debt. 

“Do you know what property James A. Covington owned in 1862? 

“I suppose from six to ten negroes and three to four horses, farming tools, etc. 

“Cross Examination. 

“Don’t you know that James A. Covington was largely indebted in 1862? 

“I don’t know that I do. 

“Don’t you know that he owed this debt for which John W. Leak is now sued as his surety? 

“Yes. 

“Do you know of any other debts he owed besides this?  To whom were they due and the amounts? 

“Yes, I know of no other debts that he owed at that time, except what he owed me.  I know that he 

now owes Covington Everett & Co., but I don’t know the amount. 

“How much did James A. Covington owe you in 1862 & 1863? 

“My impression is that in 1862 he owed me as much as I owed him as administrator. 

“How much did you owe him as Administrator of William Powell
b
 and how much as Administrator of 

John P. Covington? 

“I bought seven or eight shares of Factory Stock of Richmond Manufacturing Co. of James A. 

Covington as Admr. of John P. Covington, and about the same amount from him as Admr. of Wm. 

Powell at $200 per share. 

“Do you think that James A. Covington had property enough to pay this debt for which John W. Leak 

is now sued, and also the amount of your debt about $3000? 

“I do. 

“What was the consideration of the indebtedness of James A. Covington to you? 

“Merchandise and money I suppose. 

“You say that the amount he owed you was an ante war debt.  Was it so? 

“The most of it was. 

“If you considered him good for your debt, which was an ante war debt, why did you give him the debt 

you held for the debt you owed him, which you knew was a Confederate transaction and could be paid 

in Confederate money? 

“My recollection is that I was settling up my business at the time I bought the stock , and took it to 

make settlements. 

“Was it the understanding between you and James A. Covington that the stock you bought of James A. 

Covington as Admr. was to be paid for in individual notes? 

“Yes, that was my understanding. 

“Did you give any security on the notes for the stock? 

                                                 
a  There were several William P. Covingtons.  This might be the son of James A. Covington and Caroline C. Powell.  But I 

think it is a typographical error, and “E. P. Covington” was meant.  It was Edwin P. Covington who signed the deposi-

tion. 
b  William Powell was the father of Eliza Jane (Powell) Covington, wife of John P. Covington, and Caroline C. (Powell) 

Covington, wife of James A. Covington. 
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“I don’t think I did. 

“Where did you make this settlement in 1862 & 1863? 

“I don’t recollect. 

“Did you not have a considerable amount of ante war debts on good men, which you did not collect in 

Confederate money during the war? 

“I did, but I did not refuse from any the Confederate money until after the latter part of 1862. 

“Are you the executor of W. L. Covington
a
?  If so, when were you appointed?  (Question objected to, 

and all the following questions.) 

“I am.  I was qualified in 1864 or 1865. 

“What was the estate of W. L. Covington worth in good money? 

“The estate was worth $1500.00 or $2000.00 in 1864. 

“Have you not stated before upon your oath that the estate was worth $2700.00 after the war, and be-

fore the division of the personal estate? 

“Yes, I suppose I did. 

“How many bales of cotton did you return in your inventory in 1867? 

“The book has it 18, which is correct. 

“What did you get for the cotton belonging to the estate after the war? 

“I received twenty three and one half cents per pound. 

“How much did the cotton average per bale? 

“Three hundred and seventy-five pounds. 

“Did you make smaller bales in those days than they do now? 

“I do not know whether they do or not. 

“Do not bales of cotton, since the war, average about four hundred pounds? 

“I do not recollect. 

“What was the personal estate besides the cotton worth? 

“From one to two hundred dollars.  The property was exposed to sale but wouldn’t sell. 

“What was the household and kitchen furniture worth? 

“I do not know. 

“What is the real estate of W. L. Covington worth now? 

“From twelve to fifteen hundred dollars. 

“Did you ever exchange a bale of cotton belonging to the estate for a horse? 

“I did.  A light bale. 

“Did any of the children get any of the cotton? 

“Mike Ellerbe got two bales.  The two bales that Mike Ellerbe got, and the one exchanged for a 

horse are not included in the inventory of 1867.  The household and kitchen furniture was not in-

cluded in the estimate of personal property outside of the cotton. 

“Are you the guardian of all of the children? 

“I was appointed about 1867 guardian of the minor heirs of John P. Covington, but I think the old-

est, Virginia, was of age when I was appointed.  I received a power of attorney from her soon after 

my appointment as guardian, but I am not certain that she was of age.  I was the guardian of 

Bascomb
b
 and John P. Covington

c
 when this suit was brought in 1871.  All are now of age, except 

John P. Covington.  E. P. Covington
d
.  Sworn to and subscribed before me this 31 October 1874.  

D. Stewart, CSC. 

“North Carolina, Richmond County Superior Court.  Edwin P. Covington, Guardian vs. John W. Leak & 

James A. Covington. 

“Questions propounded to J. A. Covington, witness for Deft. by the Clerk and Referee. 

                                                 
a  William L. Covington was the oldest son of William Wall and Mary Covington. 
b Henry Bascom Covington, oldest son of John P. Covington and Eliza Jane Powell. 
c  John P. Covington Jr., youngest son of John P. Covington and Eliza Jane Powell. 
d  Edwin P. Covington, son of William L. Covington. 
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“State whether or not you offered to pay Mial Wall
a
 as guardian of the minor heirs of John P. Coving-

ton to wit: Virginia, Bascomb, and John P. the amount ascertained to be due them by the commission-

ers in their report of Oct. 1863 made in the proceeding – by you as administrator of John P. Covington 

for settlement of your administration against his next of kin.  If so, state at what time the offer was 

made and whether your offer was accepted or refused. 

“I offered to pay him the amount in 1863 after the report was made.  My offer was refused.  This 

offer was in Confederate money. 

“If you made an offer to pay Mial Wall guardian, state in what currency you offered to pay him, also 

whether you had the currency on hand or could readily command it, and if you did not have it or any 

part of it on hand, state in what way you could have commanded it. 

“In the latter part of 1863, I offered to pay him in cotton or sell the cotton and pay him the money.  

I had some Confederate money on hand.  I had property which I could have sold and raised the 

amount readily or could have raised it without selling property. 

“Did Mial Wall know at the time of your offer that you were able to comply with its terms and state if 

you can, how he knew? 

“He knew that I could comply with its terms from the general circumstances of my business of 

which he had full personal knowledge, I think. 

“State whether or not the currency you offered to pay him is the property on hand, and from which you 

expected to realize the currency to pay was destroyed or became of no value by the results of the war. 

“Yes, it all played out and became of no value by the results of the war. 

“(Questions 1, 2, 3, 4 of plaintiff objected to) 

“If you should state you offered Mial Wall money, state what amount and kind you had with you.  Did 

you have any? 

“I had about $1500 or $1600 dollars and was well assured that I could command the balance if he 

would have agreed to take it.  I made the proposition to let the cotton go in payment of the amount 

due at that time. 

“State particularly when you offered him Confederate money, who was present? 

“I don’t recollect particularly that anybody was present at the first proposition.  I made another 

proposition to him through R. R. Atkinson, whom I believe to be his agent, to let him take the cot-

ton in payment.  Atkinson was sent to my house by Wall to purchase the cotton. 

“Did you ever do anything more than ask Mial Wall whether he would take the amount above referred 

to in Confederate money? 

“Nothing more than I have stated above. 

“(signed) James A. Covington.  The above testimony was sworn to and subscribed before me May 5
th

 

1876.  D. Stewart. 

“Leak & Wall, Executors & others Vs. James A. Covington & John W. Leak before the Clerk 1 Oct 

1875.  D. Stewart, Referee.  James A. Covington witness for defendants being duly sworn, deposes and 

says: 

“State whether you had vouchers for the credits given you in the report of the commissioners of 1863, 

and what became of them? 

“Yes, I had vouchers, receipts or something to show for all these credits.  I reckon I turned them 

over to the settling committee. 

“Have you examined the report of the commissioners, and especially the credits therein given you, and 

if so, state whether such credits were legitimate disbursements made by you as well as commissions on 

disbursements?  (Objected to) 

“Yes. 

“Were these credit disbursements made in the management of the estate including the commissions?  

(Objected to) 

“Yes. 

                                                 
a  Mial Wall was the youngest son of John Wall5, son of John Wall4 and Ann Poythress (see the Wall family history), and 

as such he was a nephew of the John Covington who married Nancy Wall as his second wife.  Mial Wall married Mary 

Covington, daughter of William Wall Covington and Mary Covington.  He was the brother-in-law of John P. Covington 

(Sr.), James A. Covington, and our own Martha Wall (Covington) Gathings. 
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“Were you acquainted with the business habits of J. P. Covington, and if so, state what they were?  

(Objected to) 

“Yes, I was very well acquainted with his habits.  He deemed to have a very general confidence in 

the people and traded on the principle, was remarkably lenient.  This is, didn’t seem to push any 

body hard, and I suppose in this day would not be considered as of business tact.  That is, trained 

to business.  In a general way he seemed to have a disposition to trade liberally, didn’t like to re-

fuse anybody.  He was not an indolent man; energetic and industrious enough, but had a want of 

system in keeping books. 

“When was the factory stock sold?  What did it bring and how settled for? 

“About October 1862; Brought something about $1300.00.  My general impression is E. P. Cov-

ington held some claims against me, plus E. J. Covington
a
.  I do not recollect the amounts, and that 

that we settled off.  I do not recollect the amounts, and that we settled off.  The whole claims 

amounting to some $500 or $600.  I sold at that time ten shares belonging to the Estate of William 

Powell and seven shares belonging to the Estate of John P. Covington.  When Wm. Powell left this 

country
b
 [he] left some indebtedness upon which I was surety and to secure me against any liabili-

ties as his surety, he made me a deed of trust for ten shares of Powell Factory Stock and the seven 

shares of Covington Factory Stock at the same time.  E. P. Covington becoming the purchaser.  In 

settling E. P. Covington presented claims against me individually and E. J. Covington and Wm. 

Powell amount in all as near as I can recollect to some $500 or $600 for which I gave him credit.  

The balance of the purchase money was paid by him and applied to the payment of a debt of Pow-

ell’s for which I was surety.  In the settlement E. P. Covington took half the stock and I took the 

other half.  Until the settlement E. P. Covington gave me his note for the whole of the stock, and at 

the settlement I agreed to take, and did take, half the stock and I surrendered his note.  And he paid 

me for half the stock in notes or accounts on myself.  E. J. Covington and Wm. Powell to among of 

$500 or $600 and the balance in Confederate money.  This settlement took place nine months after 

the sale.  The factory stock I got was burnt up during the raid.  I have a general idea of the value of 

the factory stock before the war.  At the beginning and just before the war the stock was worth 

about 50 cents on the dollar. 

“State upon what terms it was customary in this section to settle ante war debts?  (Objected to) 

“I reckon the average is about half. 

“State whether or not you inventoried accounts and also the receipts of officers for the same accounts 

for collection? 

“I believe that in several instances this was the case.  I don’t think I held but one county claim in 

favor of the estate.  I think it an error in the inventory to charge it twice.  I don’t think I ever got 

my vouchers from the comm. who made their report in 1863. 

“Cross Examination. 

“I am not able to say whether it was notes or accounts E. P. Covington held against me individual-

ly, referred to in my direct examination.  It was for merchandise for two or three years before the 

war and perhaps up into the war; that is some two or three years back of 1862.  I can’t answer def-

initely what was the amount of the claim held by E. P. Covington against E. J. Covingon.  It was a 

claim dated before the war.  I think it was a note.  She left this country in 1861.  I have no distinct 

recollection of the dates.  So far as E. J. Covington’s claim is concerned, it may have been and 

perhaps was an ante war claim.  My impression is that the claim he held against Wm. Powell was 

about $300.  I suppose it was an ante war debt.  I think a portion of my disbursements were in 

Confederate money.  I think I paid John T. Moorman, RR Agent, in Confederate money.  I have a 

general idea it was 1 year or 2 before my settlement. 

“Are the credits given you to the widow and guardian in the settlement of 1863 proper and correct, and 

did you make those payments?  (Objected to) 

“I think they are proper, and I think I paid them. 

“James A. Covington. 

“Sworn to and subscribed 2 October 1875.  D. Stewart CSC  F. Sandford DC 

                                                 
a  Eliza Jane (Powell) Covington, widow of John P. Covington. 
b  William and wife Ann (Covington) Powell, moved to Johnson County, Texas, in the early to mid- 1850s.  He died there 

in 1861. 



08/18/15 Covington Family  

 
 III - 103 

“The pleadings, orders etc. in the petition for settlement of the administration of James A. Covington upon 

the estate of John P. Covington, dec’d instituted in the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions at Term 1860 is 

offered in evidence by the defendants. 

“James A. Covington Administrator of John P. Covington deceased account with estate of his intestate.  

The following items of debt are those embraced in a report of R. S. McDonald and B. B. McKenzie, Com-

missioners appointed by the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of Richmond County to state the account 

of James A. Covington, administrator of John P. Covington, dec’d, by an order made in a proceeding.  Peti-

tion for Final Account & Settlement wherein the said James A. Covington is plaintiff and Eliza J. Coving-

ton, Virginia Covington, Bascomb Covington and John Covington are defendants.  Said report having been 

made and confirmed at October Term 1863. 

“At the time of his death John P. Covington held notes for varying amounts and ranging from 1 January 

1842 to 1859 on the following named people  John P. Yates, James L. Yates, John G. Watson, Thomas 

Watson, E. J. Terry, N. G. Terry, Champ G. Terry, George Thomas, Harris G. Terry, Stephen M. Thomas, 

Henry T. Thomas, John Taylor, Harvey Terry, Walter Terry, Marshall Smith, James M. Smith, John C. 

Smith, F. C. Smith & C. Malloy, Sandy Shepherd, Alexander Shepherd, Lucinda Pool, Amos Smith, Seth 

Pool, John Northam, Younger Newton, James Watson, Winston Nichols, John T. Moorman, Wm. B. 

McKinnon, Daniel McDonald, D. L. Morrison, Mial T. Long, John McDonald, Wm. A. McKay, Daniel 

Lassiter, Randolph McDonald, J. A. McDonald, Daniel McRae, Daniel McLeod, D. B. Nicholson, Sarah 

McAlister, O. P. Luther, Duncan McIntire, Lafayette Lovin, W. B. McKinnon, James Mask, Duncan 

McLauchlin, John T. Moorman, A. McKay, S. B. Lovin, Joseph M. Ingram, Calvin Mathis, Isarel B. 

Jenkins, Howell & Martin, Starling F. Gibson, N. O. Gibson, Jesse Hares, Aaron Gibson, Daniel W. 

Gibson, Hugh Henderson, William P. Gibson, E. T. Long, Stephen W. Ellerbe, John C. Ellerbe, John 

Everett, Jacob Ford, Samuel Cole, O. H. Dockery, A. A. Covington, William Dawkins, John W. Cameron, 

Stephen W. Davis, Geo. Cole, Wesley Covington, Malcom Currie, William Buchanan, Joseph T. Barton, 

N. T. Bowdon, Thos. T. Britt, Nancy Lassiter, James A. Covington, B. B. McKenzie, M. C. Ellerbe, Jacob 

Watkins, John C. Ellerbe, C. C. Covington, Mitchell Webb, E. J. Covington, William Covington, Martin V. 

Terry, Dennis O’Bryan, Peter W. Stansill, and D. B. Nicholson.  Total indebtedness of $12, 788.16.”
469

 

 
 

 
E. P. Covington

a
, Guardian of H. B. Covington and others v. 

Eliza J. Covington 

“Where in a special proceeding for partition issues of fact were raised by this pleading: It was held to be error to 

refuse a motion to submit the issues so raised to a jury for decision. 

 “PETITION FOR PARTITION, heard before Buxton, J., at Spring Term, 1875, RICHMOND SUPERIOR COURT. 

 “The petition alleged that the plaintiff was the guardian of H. B. Covington and John P. Covington, and that his 

wards are tenants in common with Virginia Covington
b
, of a tract or parcel of land in the town of Rockingham 

known as the John P. Covington Store house and lot, and now occupied by Covington, Everett & Co.  Said lot 

descended to the wards of the plaintiff and their co-tenants in common from John P. Covington, deceased, as his 

heirs at law.  The defendant, Eliza J. Covington, is the widow of the said John P. Covington, deceased, and is 

entitled to dower in said lot.  The said Eliza is a non-resident of this State
c
.  Actual partition cannot be made without 

injury to the interests of the parties interested in the same. 

 “The complaint prayed that the said land might be sold, and that the value of an annuity of six per cent on one-

third of the nett proceeds paid to the defendant during her life, and the remainder be paid to the tenants in common, 

each one-third part in severalty. 

                                                 
a  As will be proven below, Edwin P. Covington was the son of William L. Covington, the latter being the oldest brother of 

Martha Wall Covington and John P. Covington. 
b  Henry Bascom Covington, John P. Covington (Jr.), and Virginia Covington were children of John P. Covington (Sr.) and 

Eliza J. Powell.  They were the nephews and niece of Martha Wall Covington. 

c  Because she was a resident of Hill County, Texas, where she had married James Jackson Gathings [Chapter 2] as his 

second wife. 
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 “Service of summons was duly made by publication, and the defendant failing to appear, it was ordered by the 

Court that the land be sold for cash, in accordance with an affidavit filed by the plaintiff that it was for the interest of 

the parties concerned that it should be sold for cash. 

 “In accordance with the order of Court directing the sale, the land was sold, and Covington, Everett & Co., 

became the purchasers at $3,500.00. 

 “Afterwards the report of the Commissioner for the sale of the land was confirmed, and it was decreed that 

$756.50 be paid to the defendant as an annuity during her life, in lieu of her dower in said land. 

 “On the 27
th

 of February, 1873, an affidavit was filed in the cause by E. P. Covington, for himself, as guardian 

of John P. Covington, and W. J. Everett for Covington, Everett & Co., alleging among other things that ‘on the 6
th

 

day of July, 1872, D. Stewart (Commissioner) offered said property for sale when and where Covington, Everett & 

Co., became the last and highest bidders in the sum of thirty-five hundred dollars, and complied with the terms of 

sale by paying the purchase money.  That said sale was confirmed on the 25
th

 day of July, 1872, by the Probate 

Court of said county, and approved 5
th

 day of August, 1872, by Hon. R. P. Buxton, Judge of the 5
th

 District, &c, and 

that in August, 1872, D. Stewart, Commissioner as aforesaid, executed a deed to Covington, Everett & Co., convey-

ing all the interest of John P. Covington, dec’d, in and to said lot.  That said lot was sold and bought, all parties 

believing that the same was the sole and entire property of the heirs-at-law of John P. Covington, deceased, and that 

his widow was entitled to dower in the whole of said lot, and that the purchasers believed they were getting title in 

fee to the whole of said lot.  That since the making of said deed to Covington, Everett & Co., and within twelve 

months since said sale was confirmed, they have discovered that one undivided one half of said lot belongs to E. P. 

Covington, J. W. Covington, Thomas Covington, William Covington, Mary A. Bostick and Nancy W. Ellerbee, wife 

of M. Ellerbee, as heirs-at-law of W. L. Covington
a
, deceased, and that the heirs at law of John P. Covington, de-

ceased, owned but one undivided half of said lot, notwithstanding the whole lot was sold as belonging to them.  That 

the purchasers were deceived and mistaken with regard to the interest in said property of John P. Covington’s heirs-

at-law.  That E. J. Covington is not a resident of this State.  That H. B. Covington is not a resident of this State
b
.  

Wherefore these affiants pray that a notice may issue to Alexander Stewart and wife Virginia Stewart,
c
 formerly 

Virginia Covington, notifying them to appear before the Clerk of the Superior Court of Richmond county, at his 

office in Rockingham, on Saturday, the third day of May, 1873, and that publication be made for E. J. Covington 

and H. B. Covington, non-residents, for six successive weeks in the Pee Dee Courier, a newspaper published in the 

town of Rockingham, notifying them to be and appear before said Clerk at said time and place, and show cause why 

the purchase money should not be refunded, and the aforesaid heirs at-law be made parties to the petition for sale of 

said lot of land, and such other proceedings had as will protect the rights of the purchasers of said lot of land, and all 

parties having an interest therein. 

 “The defendants, Alexander Stewart and Virginia Stewart, having been summoned in pursuance of the above 

motion, filed an answer, in which, among other things, they alleged, upon information and belief, that the firm of 

Covington, Everett & Co. knew when they purchased said property that there was no deed recorded in the office of 

the Register of Deeds of the county of Richmond, which conveyed, or purported to convey the land in question to W. 

L. Covington and John P. Covington, or either of them.  And they believe, further, that the said firm, or some one or 

more of the members thereof, did know the existence of what purports to be a deed from George S. Hubbard to W. 

L. and J. P. Covington, made some time in the year 1839, upon an alleged recent discovery of which the said parties 

and others, the heirs at-law of W. L. Covington, base their claim for the relief demanded in the petition; 

 “That they are informed and believe that the firm of Covington, Everett & Co. consists of the following persons, 

to wit: Edwin P. Covington, John W. Covington, who are the sons of William L. Covington, deceased, William J. 

Everett and Stephen W. Webb; Edwin P. Covington is the executor of William L. Covington, and is also guardian of 

John P. Covington, and was guardian of H. B. Covington and Virginia Covington, now Virginia Stewart, one of your 

affiants; 

 “They are informed and believe that John P. Covington and those who claim under him, have been in the sole 

enjoyment and possession of the property in dispute for a great number of years, to wit, over twenty years, without 

any claim from William L. Covington, or any one claiming under him, who are under no disability to assert their 

                                                 
a  William L. Covington was the oldest brother of Martha Wall Covington and John P. Covington Sr.  The others named 

here must have been his children. 
b  By omission, this implies that John P. Covington, Jr. was still a resident of North Carolina. 
c  Alexander Stewart married Virginia P. Covington on 29 May 1872 in Richmond County.  In the 1880 census of Rich-

mond County they were listed under the household name Alex Stewart, age 36, merchant, b. NC; Jinnie Stewart, age 29, 

keeping house, b. NC; with son Alax Stewart, age 6, b. NC. 
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claim, if any existed.  During this time John P. Covington, and those claiming under him, were in the sole pernancy 

of the profits of said land and the rents thereof, without any claim to a participation therein, by the said William L. 

Covington or those who claim under him; That Edwin P. Covington himself, for several years before the year 1862, 

as tenant of said land to the heirs of John P. Covington, paid rent therefor to the guardian of said minors and to the 

agent of the widow; that John W. Leak & Co., of which firm Edwin P. Covington was a partner, also paid rent for 

the said land to the said guardian and agent.  Edwin P. Covington, guardian of the minor heirs of John P. Covington, 

in his account made to the Probate Court, May 10
th

, 1872, charged himself with rents received from the property in 

dispute.  Many years ago, W. L. Covington substantially disclaimed any interest or title in and to said land, and in 

pursuance of what the affiants believe to have been a mutual understanding of the parties as to their rights and 

interest in said property, John P. Covington rendered the same for taxation as his sole property as far back as the 

year 1842, and paid the taxes on the same during his life, and since his death the taxes have been paid by his repre-

sentatives. 

 “The affiants therefore prayed that they be discharged and recover costs, &c. 

 “The plaintiff moved the Court to submit the issues raised by the pleadings to a jury for decision.  The motion 

was overruled and the plaintiffs appealed. 

 “J. D. Shaw, for appellants. 

 “Steele & Walker and Busbee & Busbee, contra. 

 “Pearson, J.  The answer or affidavit of Mrs. Virginia Stewart denies squarely the allegation that the heirs of 

William L. Covington are entitled to one-half the lot, and makes the issue that from the exclusive possession of her 

father during his lifetime, from 1839 to 1857, that the lot was commonly called ‘the John P. Covington store house;’  

and the ‘descent cast’ and exclusive possession by his heirs without any claim or interruption, their title being 

concurred in and acted upon by E. P. Covington, their guardian, who is one of the heirs of William L. Covington, 

there is a presumption in law, in order to bar stale claims and to quiet titled, that William P. Covington released or 

abandoned or surrendered his estate in the land to John P. Covington, her ancestor.  To these allegations the plain-

tiffs enter ‘similiter,’ that is, accept the issue.  His Honor erred in refusing to have the issue tried by a jury, with 

instructions from him as to the effect of exclusive possession for a great number of years, in England twenty, in this 

State ten, and if actual ouster by one tenant in common, submitted to or acquiesced in for a great number of years, 

the party being under no disability when the exclusive possession was taken.  Form this ruling of his Honor the 

plaintiffs appeal, and this is the only question presented to us.  See Day v. Howard at this term. 

 “In looking over the record it appears that E. P. Covington, who is the guardian of John P. Covington, 

Bascombe having arrived at age, and who is also one of the heirs at law of William L. Covington, makes use of the 

name of his ward in order to maintain a motion in the original proceeding, which is directly opposed to the interest 

of his ward, and works to his own benefit, both as one of the purchasers and as one of the heirs of William L. Cov-

ington, and he uses the name of his ward to set up a title adverse to him; and but for the fact that one of his wards, 

to-wit, Virginia, had married and was beyond his control, and now alleges the sole seizure of their father, by the 

management of a guardian, his wards would have been deprived of one-half of their patrimony.  This is outside of 

the matter, covered by the appeal, but we feel it to be our duty to call the attention of his Honor to this irregularity, 

apparent upon the face of the papers, sent up to us, so that some other guardian may be appointed, and the heirs of 

John P. Covington be put on one side and the heirs of William L. Covington and the purchasers be put on the other, 

and the issue which involves the sole seizure of John P. Covington may be passed on by a jury, with special instruc-

tions, or else that the proceedings be dismissed, and the heirs of William L. Covington be left to asset their title by a 

petition for partition (See Smith v. City of Newbern, at this term) met by a plea of ‘sold seizure,’ so as to present the 

issue directly, and in a way to be binding upon all persons concerned.  We also feel it to be our duty to call the 

attention to his Honor to this anomaly in the proceeding – petition to sell land for partition made by the guardian of 

infant heirs – no cause set out why it was necessary to sell instead of renting out the ‘store house and lot.’  Guardian 

is a member of the firm that buys the house and lot, leaving the inference that his object was to divest the title of his 

wards and put it into the firm; and then to cap the climax, he sets up claim to one half of the house and lot for 

himself and the other heirs of William L. Covington. 

 “These circumstances show that the pleadings, if they can be called such, should be amended so as to put all the 

heirs of John P. Covington as defendants, and the heirs of William L. Covington and the firm of Covington, Everett 

& Co., as plaintiffs, or petitioners. 

 “We will call the attention of his Honor to another matter, The Judge of Probate, Dr. Stewart, orders the sale, 

and allows himself $55 for his services, and reports to the Judge who confirms his action.  Does it conform to the 

orderly course of the Court to allow the Judge of Probate to act as commissioner in selling, &c. 
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 “Let this opinion be certified.
a
 

 “PER CURIAM. Judgment accordingly”
470

 

 
 

 As discussed above, Mary Covington apparently had two children whose father was not 

William Wall Covington; one of these two – Mial – was born after her marriage to William 

Covington if his date of birth at find-a-grave is correct.  There is no real proof that Elizabeth, 

below, was the daughter of Mary, but the circumstantial evidence is pretty strong that she was. 

1. Elizabeth Covington; b. ca. 1798; d. aft. 1850; m. John Thomas bef. ca. 1825. 

“Elizabeth Covington, step child, mentioned in William Wall Covington’s Will of 1858
b
, married John 

Thomas, b. 1793, son of William Thomas (Silver Heel), and his second wife, Sarah Ewing.  Their children: 

(1) James Thomas m. Elizabeth Bolton who d. 1888, age 75, a dau. of Thomas Bolton – buried at Hal Kelly 

cemetery, some two miles east of Cartledge Creek Church; (2) Mary Thomas, b. 1819, m. Angus McInnis, 

moved west; (3) Calvin Thomas m. Miss Hasty; (4) Sallie Thomas m. John McKay; (5) Martha Thomas m. 

Thomas Garrett.”
471

 

“John [Thomas], born 1792, m. Elizabeth Covington, half-sister Mrs. Mary Wall.”
472

 

Elizabeth may be the young female listed in the household of Henry Covington in the 1800 Richmond 

County census.  Henry Covington died ca. 1805, so she next seems to appear as the 10-15 year-old female 

in the William Wall Covington household in the 1810 Richmond County census. 

John Thomas must have died prior to 1850, because the 1850 Richmond County census lists as the head of 

the household: Elizabeth Thomas, age 50; Calvin Thomas, age 25; Robert Thomas, age 22; Martha Thom-

as, age17; and Clementina Thomas, age 23. 

The 1860 census of Richmond County lists a Elizabeth Thomas as the head of her household, age 65; with 

John F. Garret, age 32, Martha J. McLead, age 25; and John McLead, age 10, living in the same household.  

The age of Elizabeth is about right, but I have no confidence this is the same Elizabeth Thomas as above. 

2. Mial Covington; b. 18 Sep 1799; d. 1 Feb 1853 in Bossier Parish, LA;
473

 m. Margaret 

Weeks 

Some descendants say that his name later in life was “Miles Clement Covington.”  I have seen nothing to 

confirm that he had a middle name, much less that it was “Clement.”  But he certainly used the name 

“Miles.” 

In the 1830 census of Richmond County, the Mial Covington household is listed as: 
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Mial Covington 2 1    1        1  2   2        

 

He is again listed on the next line of the census as “(overseer Leaks plantation)” with 37 slaves. 

Mial Covington does not appear in the 1840 Richmond County census, but in the 1840 census of Mont-

gomery County, Alabama is listed a “Mills” Covington who appears to be the same man: 

                                                 
a  Well, I will admit that I do not know what the judgment was. 
b  No!  She is not mentioned in William Wall’s will. 
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Mills Covington 2 2 1    1        1 2           

And, in fact, one descendant of Mial Covington states: 

“A Covington story is that the family came to Bossier 

Parish, Louisiana by wagon, pausing along the way to 

plant vegetables and to let chickens hatch their chicks be-

fore moving on.  The family is in the 1840 census of 

Montgomery County, Alabama, the first county north of 

Pike County, where Shadrack
a
 was living at the 

time...”
474

 

The family apparently arrived in what was to become 

Bossier Parish (created in 1843 from Claiborne Parish) in 

the very early 1840s (one source says 1841).  The 

“Miles” Covington family of Township 21 Ward 3 was 

enumerated in the 1850 Bossier Parish census as:  Miles 

Covington, age 52; Margaret Covington, age 54; Miles 

Covington, age 24; Wilson Covington, age 21; John Cov-

ington, age 18; and Madison Covington, age 15. 

Mial Covington received three land grants, or patents, in 

Bossier Parish.  All three were in the close vicinity of 

Rocky Mount.  The 1
st
 was issued 1 September 1849 to 

“Neal” Covington for 80.85 acres;
475

 the 2
nd

 was issued 

to Mial Covington on 1 September 1851 for 159.99 

acres;
476

 and the 3
rd

 was issued to Mial Covington on 1 

October 1851 for 160.5 acres.
477

 

Mial/“Miles” Covington died 1 February 1853 and is buried in the Caney Creek Cemetery near Rocky 

Mount, Bossier Parish, Louisiana.  His wife, Margaret, died 4 November 1860, and is buried in the same 

cemetery
b
. 

“After Miles died in Bossier Parish, LA, his son William Covington was trying to settle his estate and in 

1853 filed a petition that says in part: 

“The petition of William Covington a resident of said parish and state with respect represents to your 
honors that his father Mial Covington of said parish and state departed this life leaving a ___ estate.  
That he left a widow Margaret Weeks the mother of petitioner and all the heirs of said deceased live in 
the state of Louisana and are all of age except Madison Covington who is a minor, that said Margaret 
Weeks is his mother and natural ____.”

478
 

 

 

 William and Mary Covington were the parents of ten children: 

 

1. William L. Covington; b. 5 May 1802; d. 20 Aug 1864.
479

  “...married (1) Frances Dock-

ery Thomas, daughter of Nathan and Nancy Bingham Thomas.  He married (2) Celia 

                                                 
a  Shadrack Dixon, who married Judith Covington, daughter of Mial Covington and Margaret Weeks. 
b  Also buried in the same cemetery are sons: Robert Covington, d. 27 Jan 1863, age 36; John Covington, d. 17 Jan 1881, 

age 18; and William Covington, d. June 1863, age 41. 

 
Fig. 14 Grave marker for Miles Covington 

in Caney Creek Cemetery 
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Stewart
a
 of Marlboro County, S.C.  William was born 5 May 1802, and died 20 August 

1864.  Celia Stewart was born 28 January 1808, died 23 February 1879.  They are buried 

in old Zion Cemetery.  They had seven children.”
480

 

 “State of North Carolina.  In the name of God, Amen.  I, the 
said William L. Covington do hereby make my last will and 
testament and do hereby nominate and appoint Mial Wall, Edwin 
Covington, & Alexander Covington executors and hereby revoke 
all other wills and testaments by me heretofore made. 
 “I desire all my just debts to be paid. 
 “I give to my wife Celia Covington a certain parcel of land 
beginning at the public road leading from Rockingham to the 
Grassy Islands, and running with the Molly Love line to John 
Everett’s line, and with said Everett’s line to Mial Walls line on the 
south fork, then with said Wall’s line up said south fork to the 
path leading from Mial Wall’s to my house and to a spring branch 
at the mouth, then up the said branch to the land running N. & S., 
then with said land to the pass way leading from my house to the 
public road and then with said pass way to the public road.  I also 
give my wife my Negro woman Flora, and her increase, and one of 
her choice of my Negro men or boys.  Also one wagon and buggy 
and two horses and one third of my stock of cattle, hogs, sheep, 
etc., to hold and possess during her life and at her death to be 
equally divided among my children, share and share alike. 
 “That portion that may fall to my daughter Mary Bostick, I 
wish to be taken and held by Edwin Covington as trustee, for her 

special use and benefit during the life of her husband and James Bostick. 
 “All the rest of my property, real and personal, to be equally divided among my children, share and 
share alike. 
 “In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and seal in presence of Mial Wall and William Paul this 
the 3rd day of September 1857.  (signed) William L. Covington.  Proved at October Term 1864 by Mial 
Wall and William Paul.  L. H. Webb, Clerk.”

481
 

2. Ann Poythress Covington.  “known as Nancy... was born 15 September 1804, and died 3 

December 1865.  She is buried in the old Zion Cemetery
b
.  She married Robert Dockery 

Thomas of Marlboro County, S.C.  Robert was the only son of Eli Thomas and of his 

wife, Esther Dockery Thomas.  Robert’s will is found in Book N, page 203, in Richmond 

County, N.C., records.
c
  Ann and Robert lived near Bennettsville, S.C., and had nine 

children.”
482

 

“In 1830 Nancy [Ann] and Robert D. Thomas sold the 146 ½ acres of land deeded to them by her father in 

1829
d
, to W. T. Nichols, they went to Florida and Robert was killed by a run away team in 1845

e
.  He is 

buried at Madison, Fla.  She returned home to Zion and is buried there
a
.”

483
 

                                                 
a  Cecilia S. Thomas, according to Covingtons Remembered, p. 382.  She may have first married a Thomas. 
b  If she was buried in Zion Cemetery, then her grave is unmarked. 
c  No!  This is the deed from William Wall Covington to Robert D. Thomas.  As far as I can determine, Robert D. Thomas 

did not leave a will. 
d  This deed is provided herein. 
e  See the excerpts from the South Carolina court case provided above.  According to the court records, Robert D. Thomas 

did go to Florida in 1846, but his wife did not accompany him. 

 
Fig. 15 Grave marker for William L. 

Covington in Zion Methodist Cemetery 
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 “Know all men by these presents that I, Ann P. Thomas of the State of North Carolina and County of 

Richmond, do make and ordain this my last will & testament in manner and form following, viz: 

 “I give and bequeath unto my children Wm. C. Thomas, Mary Ann Carpenter, Jane Hamer & Louisa 

Thomas, to be equally divided as possible all my goods and chattels (after paying all my just debts and 

burial expenses), except my household and kitchen furniture (which in view of having already assisted my 

son Wm. C. Thomas and daughter Mary Ann Carpenter) I wish equally divided between my two daughters 

Jane Hamer and Louisa Thomas.  I further wish that in case my servants should be retained in bondage that 

they shall not be removed from their families, but as nearly as possible an equal division of them be made 

among my above named children without such separation of families as would be dissatisfactory to said 

servants. 

 “I now constitute and appoint James A. Covington & Alexander A. Covington
b
, executors of this my 

last will & testament hereby revoking all other and former wills by me at anytime heretofore made by me.  

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the 17
th

 day of July in the year of our Lord 1865.   

  Nancy P. Thomas 

 “Signed, sealed and published in the presence of us, who have subscribed our names as witnesses 

thereto in presence of said testator.  H. H. Crowson & Seth Pool.”
484

 

3. Henry A. Covington; b. ca. 1806;  “...served in Company E, 52nd Regiment, N.C. 

Troops, as a private.  He married (1) _____ Ingram [ca. 1837], and (2) Lucy Ann Poole”
485

 

17 Mar 1863. 

[Marriage]  “Covington Henry A. [to] Pool Louisanna 17 Mar 1863 H. H. Gibbon MG”
486

 

The provisions in William Wall Covington’s will, above, regarding his sons Henry A. and Wiley J. Coving-

ton, suggest that he considered them to be his prodigal sons.  Both are enigmas. 

In the 1840 census of Carroll County, Tennessee is listed the household of Henry Covington on the same 

page with Wiley J. Covington (below) and Thomas D. Covington (son of Matthew).  Henry Covington was 

in the 30-39 year-old category, and his wife was in the 20-29 year-old category.  They were listed with one 

male child. 

In the 1850 census of Marshall County, Mississippi, is listed the household of Thomas Ingram.  Many of 

the claimed descendants of Henry A. Covington and Eliza ‘Betsey” Hawkins Ingram, state that Thomas In-

gram was Betsey’s father.  “Elizabeth H. Covington” is buried in the Ingram-Watkins Cemetery of Mar-

shall County, MS: b. 9 May 1817; d. 29 Sep 1848.
487

  In Thomas Ingram’s (age 60, b. NC) household are 

four Covington children: James R. P. Covington, age 11, b. TN; Thomas W. Covington, age 9, b. TN; Mary 

E. Covington, age 7, b. MS; and Lousa J. Covington, age 5, b. MS – in addition to a son named Thomas C. 

Ingram, age 12.  And an Eliza H. Covington, age 2, is listed in the Sandy R. Janny household in the same 

census.  In the 1860 census of Marshall County, Mississippi, Thomas Ingram, age 71, is listed, and in the 

next household is listed his son, Thomas C. Ingram, age 22.  In the Thomas C. Ingram household are listed 

D. W. Covington, age 19, b. TN; Mary E. Covington, age 17, b. TN; and Jinnie L. Covington, age 15, b. 

TN.  If these Covingtons were the children of Henry A. Covington and Eliza H. (Ingram) Covington, then 

where was Henry A. Covington?  I cannot find him again until the 1870 census. 

In the 1870 census of Richmond County, North Carolina is found Henry A. Covington, age 63, with wife 

Lucy A., age 44.  I can find neither after that. 

There was a Henry A. Covington who served in Company E of the NC 52
nd

 Regiment
c
.  But I do not know 

whether this was the same Henry A. Covington. 

                                                                                                                                                             
a  I cannot be sure that this statement is true.  She did return to Richmond County (from Marlboro County, SC), but I have 

found no evidence of where she is buried. 
b  James A. and Alexander A. Covington were brothers of Ann P. (Covington) Thomas. 
c  This is the same regiment in which John C. McCain (Book 2) served, only John McCain was in Company I.  For a brief 

description of the 52nd Regiment’s history see Book 2, Appendix III. 
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4. Wiley J. Covington.  “...born 29 October 1807, in Richmond County, and died 4 March 

1856, in Texas.  He married Sarah Wall who was born 29 Oct 1807
a
.  She was the  

daughter of John and Mary Wall
b
 of Richmond County

c
.  Sarah died in Texas 22 January 

1896
d
.  They had eight children.”

488
 

Wiley Covington was counted in the 1830 census of Richmond County, North Carolina.  In his household 

were two males in the 20-29 year-old category, and one female of the same age.  The second male may 

very well be his brother, Henry A. Covington, above. 

By 1840 the Wiley J. Covington family had moved to Carroll County, Tennessee, and was living only a 

few households removed from Henry Covington (above).  Wiley and his wife were both listed in the 30-39 

year-old category.  The family now consisted of 3 sons, and 2 daughters, and a second female in the 30-39 

year-old category.  Wiley had 6 slaves at this time. 

Wiley J. Covington had moved to Henry County, Tennessee (where his father-in-law lived) by the 1850 

census.  Wiley was listed as 45 years old, and Sarah as 42 years old.  Children in the household were: Jane 

(18), Martha (16), William (14), John (12), Robert (10), Susan (8), Caroline (6), Henry (4), and unnamed 

(1). 

Wiley is alleged to have died in Texas in March 1856, but I have been unable to find a trace of him after 

1850.  It is interesting that Sarah’s father’s will is dated March 1856. 

In the 1860 Henry County, Tennessee census, Sarah A. Covington is listed as age 45, a widow, with the 

following children in her household: William (25), Henry W. (12), James 10, and Susan (18). 

In the 1870 Henry County, Tennessee census, “S. A.” Covington, age 60, b. NC, was living in the house-

hold of R. Covington, age 30.  Also living in the same household were S.A. (26), H.W. (20), and J.A. Cov-

ington (18). 

5. John P. Covington; b. 4 May 1809; d. 7 Aug 1857.
489

  “...married Eliza Powell
e
, who af-

ter his death married James Jackson Gathings [Chapter 2].”
490

 

“[12 May 1846]  M[arried]  In Richmond county on the 30
th

, Mr. John P. Covington, or Rockingham, to 

Miss Eliza Jane Powell, daughter of Wm. Powell, Esq.”
491

 

Proof that Eliza J. Covington, widow of John P. Covington, married James Jackson Gathings as his second 

wife is included in the Gathings family history [Chapter 2].  Additional information, including the relation-

ship of some of the siblings, is found in a John P. Covington’s estate records and in a North Carolina Su-

preme Court case which are included above. 

6. Mary Amy Covington; b. 18 May 1814; d. 12 Nov 1893.
492

  “...married Mial Wall, son of 

John and Martha (Pretty Patty) Cole Wall.  Mary and Mial were married in William Cov-

ington’s home, the Glass House, about 1830.  John [Wall] came from Virginia.  He died 

                                                 
a  Born 23 Aug 1805, according to A Crane’s Foot..., p. 519; b. 29 Oct 1807, according to A Crane’s Foot..., p. 581. 
b  John and Martha Wall, according to My Folk, p. 100.  Another McSwain error – she is incorrectly pointing to Sarah’s 

grandparents as her parents.  If the reader understands nothing else, it should be by now apparent that all these Covington 

authors have done very little research and fact-checking and that anything published is full of errors. 
c  This John Wall was the son of the John Wall whose sister married John Covington.  He married Mary Williams.  He died 

in Henry County, TN, leaving a will dated March 1856 (Will Book H, p. 712). 
d  A Sarah Covington is listed in the 1880 Camp County, TX census as age 68, born in NC, with daughters Jane (30), Nancy 

(25), and sons James (22) and Luther (21).  This does not seem to be the same one. 
e  Eliza J. Powell and Caroline Powell (m. James A. Covington, below) were sisters, daughters of William and Ann Powell 

(who moved to Johnson County, TX in the early to mid- 1850s).  Ann Powell was a daughter of Benjamin C. Covington, 

and sister of David A. Covington, the latter of whom married Susan Gathings, sister of James J. Gathings. 
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28 February 1831 at age 85.  John Wall’s first wife was Frances Moorman, but no kin
a
 to 

the Frances Moorman that married Benjamin Covington.”
493

 

 “I, Mial Wall of the County of Richmond and State of 

North Carolina do make and publish this my last will and 

testament as follows, that is to say: 

 “I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Mary Wall, all 

of my household & kitchen furniture to be divided off by her 

as she may deem right among our children now with us as they 

shall marry or settle off to themselves, reserving a sufficiency 

for herself. 

 “I lend unto my said wife during her natural life or 

widowhood, three hundred and fifty acres of land to be laid off 

for her by three good disinterested men to be named by my 

executors hereinafter appointed, in as compact a form as may 

be practicable, by a line running from some point on my our 

line leading from Rockingham Road down to or towards Davis 

Creek to some point on my outer line on or near the south fork 

of Cartleges Creek, so as to include my mansion house, out 

houses, barn, stables, gin-house, etc.  I direct also that the three 

men aforesaid shall lay off for my son Stephen, a sufficient 

quantity of land adjoining the above as with the present worth 

of the aforesaid three hundred and fifty acres (that is, what it 

would now be worth encumbered as it will be by my wife’s 

estate therein) shall amount in value to one sixth of my whole 

landed estate, and at the termination of my wife’s estate in said 

three hundred & fifty acres, the same to belong to my said son 

Stephen, to him his heirs and assigns forever. 

 “The balance of my real estate I direct to be divided among my other children: William C., Henry C., 

Pattie W.
b
, Mollie J.

c
 and Jennie P., share and share alike, to them their heirs and assigns forever. 

 “I direct my executors to spend from time to time or the further rearing support and education of my 

three younger children such sums as under all the circumstances in their discretion shall be equitable and 

just, and my views on this subject have been fully communicated to them. 

 “The balance of my property of all kinds, everything that belongs to me, I direct to be equally divided 

among my six children, share and share alike.  I devise and direct my executors to carry on my farm the 

present year as I had intended to do, of which they are fully informed, keeping and using so much of my 

stock of all kinds, wagons, carts, gear, farming implements, etc., and using so much of the corn, fodder, 

supplies provisions on hand as may be necessary for this purpose.  I authorize and direct my executors to 

sell at public or at private sale for cash or on time as they may think most, to the interest of my estate my 

species of property not herein above specifically given off. 

 “I hereby nominate and appoint my son Henry Clay Wall and my son-in-law Thomas C. Leak, 

executors to this my last will and testament, to all intents and purposes hereby revoking and making utterly 

null all appointments and wills by me heretofore made. 

 “My gold watch I give to my wife Mary to go at her death to my son Stephen.  In witness whereof I 

have hereunto set my hand and seal this 24
th

 January 1868.  M. Wall.  Wits. William W. Ellerbe & James P. 

Leak.  Proved 20 June 1868.”
494

 

                                                 
a  Not true.  Frances (Fanny) Moorman and Agnes Moorman were sisters, as proved by the 1782 Richmond County will of 

Thomas Moorman. 
b  “Pattie W. Wall, daughter of Michael (Mial) Wall (1801-1868) & Mary Amy Covington (1814-1893), m. Thomas 

Crawford Leak, son of James Pickett Leak, Sr. (05-30-1805 – 01-17-1877) & Jane Wall Crawford (09-11-1811 – 06-13-

1864).  Richmond County Record – 1999 – McLaurin” 
c  “Mollie J. Wall m. Chapman M. Covington of Richmond County.  Richmond County Estate Records” 

 
Fig. 16 Grave marker for Mary (Covington) 

Wall in Zion Methodist Cemetery 
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7. James Augustus Covington.  “...was known as Reverend James A. Covington.  He was 

born 4 January 1818 and died 23 December 1877.  He married Caroline Powell
a
, born 11 

August 1827, and died on 23 August 1888.”
495

 

See the lengthy estate settlement records for his brother, John P. Covington, above, where James A. Cov-

ington is mentioned many time. 

Either James A. Covington did not leave a will, or it was 

not recorded.  But his wife, Caroline C. (Powell) Cov-

ington’s estate was recorded as: 

“Richmond County in Superior Court before Z. F. Long, 

C.S.C. James A. Covington being sworn, doth say: That 

Caroline C. Covington, late of said County, is dead, 

without leaving a will and testament, and that James A. 

Covington is the proper person entitled to letters of ad-

ministration on the estate of the said Caroline C. Coving-

ton.  Further, that the value of the personal property, so 

far as can be ascertained at the date of this application, is 

about $400, and that James A. Covington, Amelia A. 

Wilkes, Robert J. Covington, Louisa Knight, Ellen Cov-

ington, Frank Covington, Carrie ___, Eliza ___ [illegi-

ble, may be Grice], W. P. Covington, Ambrose Coving-

ton, Van Buren Covington, Mattie Covington, Harvey 

Covington and A. C. Covington are entitled as heirs and 

distributees thereof.  J. A. Covington.  Sworn to and sub-

scribed before me this 5
th

 day of September 1788.  Z. F. 

Long.”
496

 

8. Martha Wall Covington.  “...was born 4 May 

1819, and died 8 June 1870 at Covington, Hill 

[County], Texas.  She married on 5 April 1838, James Jackson Gathings, and they set-

tled in Hill County, Texas.  The town of Covington, Texas, was named for this Covington 

family.  After Martha’s death, James Gathings married Eliza (Powell) Covington, wid-

ow of John P. Covington”
497

 on 11 Sep 1872 in Johnson Co., TX
498

 

9. Charlotte C. Covington.  “...was born about 1820.  She married 1) Robert J. Raiford,”
499

 

2) James [sic – John] B. McDonald bef. 1860
500

 

In the 1850 census of Anson County, North Carolina was the household of “Robt. J. Raeford” (age 39), 

with wife Charlotte C. Raeford (34), and children: Mary R. (16), Jas. R. (8), John E. (6), Martha C. (4), Ta-

bitha A. (2). 

“James W. Raiford
b
, a prominent former of Champagnolle Township [Calhoun Co., Arkansas], was born in 

North Carolina, in 1842, the eldest of a family of five children born to Robert J. and Charlotte C. 

(Covington) Raiford, natives of North Carolina.  His paternal grandfather was a soldier in the 

Revolutionary War.  His father was a farmer in North Carolina and in 1852 came to Arkansas, settling near 

Little Bay, Calhoun County, where he bought and entered a tract of land, employing some twenty to thirty 

hands to improve some of this land; he died February 6, 1855.  His widow after a time married a Mr. 

McDonald and died...”
501

 

[Marriage]  “McDonald, John B. [to] Raiford, Charlott Mrs. 13 Nov 1856”
502

 

                                                 
a  Caroline C. Powell was the sister of Eliza Jane Powell, above. 
b  Son of Robert J. Raiford and Charlotte Covington. 

 
Fig. 17 Grave marker for James A. Coving-

ton in Zion Methodist Cemetery 
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The 1860 census of Calhoun County, Arkansas, listed the J. B. McDonald household as: J. B. McDonald, 

age 40, with wife Charlotte McDonald, age 42, and one son, Charles McDonald, age 1. 

The 1870 census of Calhoun County, Arkansas, listed the McDonald household as: John McDonald, age 

50, Charlotte McDonald, age 54, b. NC, and Charles McDonald, age 11. 

In the 1880 census of Calhoun County, “Charlotte McDonal” was listed as widowed, age 64, occupation 

“no home,” living in the household of Ann Barker, Black, “servant.” 

10. Alexander All Covington.  “...the youngest child...was born 26 April 1822, died 27 May 

1883.  He married Martha A. Moody, born 27 March 1824.”
503

 

“[8 September 1846]  M[arried]  In Rockingham, on the 30
th

, 

Alexander A. Covington, to Miss Martha A. Moody, daughter 

of Thomas Moody.”
504

 

 “I, Alexander A. Covington, of Richmond 
County and State of North Carolina do make this my last 
will & testament.  I give and bequeath my estate and 
property, real and personal, as follows, that is to say: 
 “To my wife Martha Ann Covington to possess 
and enjoy during her natural live, my homestead and fifty 
acres of land immediately surrounding the same, which said 
homestead and fifty acres of land , at her death, shall go to 
my youngest son John Wilson Covington.  Also, to my wife I 
bequeath all of my household and kitchen furniture, my clay 
bank house, and three hundred dollars in money, the 
personality & money above mentioned to be absolutely at her 
disposal and used by her or given from time to time to her 
children, as she may elect. 
 “To my remaining nine children, Helen Mary 
Ellerbe, Mary Helen Nichols, Wm. Pearidge Covington, 
Thos. W. Covington, Della Thomas Covington, Sandy A. 
Covington, Jr., Mastin Crawford Covington, James Polk 
Covington, and Henry Clay Covington, I devise the residue 
of my lands in equal portions as to value, share and share 

alike, only requiring that to my sons Thos. W., Sandy A. & Mastin C. the tracts on which they now 
respectively reside be allotted, embracing respectively the buildings and improvements thereon.  Also that 
the portion allotted to my son James Polk, if he so elect, be on lands lying west of the Wall Ferry Road 
embracing the tract which he has been cultivating, as is known to my executors hereinafter to be named.  
Also, That the portion allotted to my son Henry Clay, if he so elect, be on lands immediately adjoining the 
homestead tract hereinbefore devised.  All of my personal property, not specifically given off, to go to my 
wife and children equally.  In consideration of the fact that the portion hereinbefore devised to my youngest 
son John Wilson Covington is encumbered with my wife’s life estate, thus making impracticable his 
exclusive possession of the same, as in case of the other legatees named, I direct that each of the other nine 
children shall pay to him annually the sum of four dollars until by her death my wife’s estate has ceased. 
 “I direct that Ritter Covington, if she so elect, be permitted to remain during her natural life free from 
any charge for rent on the two acres of land immediately surrounding and embracing the house in which she 
now lives.  I also direct that Harrison Covington, if he so elect, shall be permitted to continue during his 
natural life a tenant of land upon which he now resides, as such fair annual rent as may be agreed on 
between himself and my son Sandy A. Covington, Jr.  I appoint William P. Covington of Marboro Co., 
South Carolina and Robert L. Nichols of Richmond Co., North Carolina executors of this my last will and 
testament.  In witness whereof I have signed, sealed, published and declared this instrument as my last will 

 
Fig. 18 Grave marker of Alexander A. Coving-

ton in Zion Methodist Cemetery 
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and testament at my residence in Richmond County, North Carolina on this 17th day of May 1883.  Alex. 
A. Covington.  Wits. Stephen Wall & Henry C. Wall.”505

 

“Superior Court, January 1
st
 1883 [sic]  Petition for the Partition of Land.  William P. Covington and wife 

Ellen, M. C. Ellerbe and wife Helen, R. L. Nichols and wife Mary H., Thomas W. Covington and wife 

Mary, W. L. Covington and wife Della T., Alexander A. Covington and wife Nancy, M. C. Covington and 

wife Bettie, James P. Covington and Henry C. Covington, & John Wilson Covington who are minors and 

sue by their next friend H. C. Wall and Martha A. Covington, Ex Parte. 

 “This cause coming on to be heard, and being heard, it is upon motion of John W. Cole, Atty. consid-

ered and adjudged by the Court that Petitioner Martha A. Covington, widow of Alexander A. Covington, is 

entitled under the will of said A. A. Covington  to have set apart to her the homestead of said A. A. Coving-

ton  and 50 acres of land immediately adjoining the same to hold, possess and enjoy during the term of her 

natural life, and that Petitioner, John Wilson Covington is entitled to the remainder at her death.  That his 

children the other petitioners to wit: W. P. Covington, Helen M., wife of M. C. Ellerbe, Mary H., wife of R. 

L. Nichols, Thomas W. Covington, Della T., wife of W. L. Covington, A. A. Covington, M. C. Covington, 

J. P. Covington, and Henry C. Covington, are entitled each to one ninth part in value of the balance of the 

said Alexander A. Covington’s lands, and that Henry C. Covington is entitled to his ninth part so laid off as 

to embrace the tract he has been cultivating, and of lands on the West side of the Walls Ferry Road; that 

Thomas W. Covington, Alexander A. Covington and M. C. Covington are each entitled to have their ninth 

part so laid off and allotted as to embrace the tract upon which he resides and the buildings and improve-

ments thereon.  It is adjudged and ordered that Daniel Lassiter, Chapman M Covington and John B. Cov-

ington be, and they are hereby appointed, commissioners to divide and allot among the respective petition-

ers the lands described in the petition according to their respective interest to the same as set forth in this 

Order and to make their report according to law to this Court.  They are also to return, together with their 

report, a plot of said lands showing the quantities courses and distances of each part or parcel allotted as 

aforesaid as a part of their report.  Z. F. Long, CSC.”
506

 

 

 

 

artha Wall Covington was born in 1819, the daughter of William and Mary Covington of 

Richmond County, North Carolina.  On 5 April 1838, she married James J. Gathings. 

 

 

[See the Gathings family history, Chapter 2, for a continuation of the Covington 

family lineage.] 

  

M 
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George Covington (1568-1613)

Elizabeth Wilbow  (15??-????)

Bedfordshire, England

William Covington (16??-1662)

Ann _____ (16??-16??)

Turvey, England

Peter Covington (c1658-????)

Elizabeth _____ (16??-????)

Turvey, England

Henry Covington (c1681-1744)

_____ _____ (16??-17??)

Queen Anne's County, Maryland

SANDS FAMILY

Chapter 9John Covington (c1710-1767)

Mary Airey (17??-17??)

Queen Anne's County, Maryland

WALL FAMILY

Chapter 4

Thomas Dockery (c1714-17??)

_____ _____ (17??-17??)

Queen Anne's County, Md/

Richmond County, North Carolina

Henry Covington (1736-1805)

Elizabeth Sands (1742-c1805)

Richmond County, NC./

Marlboro County, South Carolina

William Wall Covington (1777-1858)

Mary Covington  (1778-1839)

Sarah Leake Terry (17??-18??)

Richmond County, North Carolina

John Covington (c1733-1808)

Hannah Dockery (c1738-1766)

Ann (Nancy) Wall  (c1748-a1830)

Richmond County, North Carolina
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GATHINGS FAMILY

Chapter 2

James Jackson Gathings (1817-1880)

Martha Wall Covington  (1819-1870)

Eliza Pow ell Covington (18??-18??)

Monroe County, Ms/Hill County, Texas

McCOWN FAMILY

Chapter 1
James McCow n (1836-1917)

Martha Wall Texana Gathings (1853-1876)

Emma Davis Gathings  (1861-1938)

Hill County, Texas

James Wilson McCow n (1886-1956)

Julia Winslett Greenw ade (1889-1960)

Hill County, Texas

Jesse Reese Poole (1903-1980)

Julia Emmalyn McCow n (1912-2009)

Grimes County, Texas

James Louis Poole (1942-    )

Elise Estelle Wingard (1947-    )

Heather Elise Poole (1971-    )

Neil Michael Lieberman (1970-    )

Holly Emalyn Poole (1977-    )

Donald Allen Jr (1967-    )

POOLE FAMILY

Book 1

GREENWADE FAMILY

Book 4

WINGARD FAMILY

Book 5
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6 "Dryburgh, 163" — Covington, Elbert E., Covington and Kin, Part 1, p. 7. 
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232  “P. 212” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 132. 
233  “P. 216” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 135. 
234  “Pp. 230-231” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 143. 
235  “P. 234” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 146. 
236  “P. 240” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 150. 
237  “P. 243” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 152. 
238  “P. 252” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 158. 
239  “P. 14” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 9. 
240  “P. 20” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 12. 
241  “P. 56” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 33. 
242  Richmond County Deed Book D, p. 12. 
243  “Anson County Deed Book H, p. 107” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Deeds, Anson County, NC, Books H1, K, & H, p. 

98. 
244  Richmond County Deed Book B, pp. 246-247. 
245  “P. 58” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 34. 
246  “P. 64” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 38. 
247  “P. 77” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, pp. 44-45. 
248  Richmond County Deed Book C, pp. 61-63. 
249  Richmond County Deed Book E, pp. 81-83. 
250  “Pp. 130-131” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 73. 
251  Richmond County Deed Book B, pp. 312-314. 
252  “Page 75” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 35. 
253  “Page 75” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 35. 
254  “Page 71” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 33. 
255  “P. 184” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 101. 
256  “P. 230” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 123. 



08/18/15 Covington Family  

 
 III - 124 
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258  “P. 231” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 124. 
259  “P. 236 – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 126 
260  “P. 247– Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 132. 
261  “P. 250– Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 134. 
262  “P. 266– Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 142. 
263  “P. 281– Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 149. 
264  Richmond County Deed Book C, pp. 3-4. 
265  “P. 283– Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 150. 
266  Richmond County Deed Book D, p. 329. 
267  “Page 165” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 83. 
268  Richmond County Deed Book C, pp. 312-315. 
269  Richmond County Deed Book H, pp. 270-271. 
270  Richmond County Deed Book G, pp. 228-230. 
271 Sullivan, Mrs. William Henry, Jr., National Society Of The Daughters Of The American Revolution, DAR Patriot Index, 

Vol. 1, p. 158. 
272  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
273  McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 66. 
274 Richmond County, North Carolina, Will Book 1, pp. 134-136.  A full transcript is also available in Bridges, Myrtle N., 

Final Words, 772 Original Wills by Richmond County, North Carolina Testators 1779-1915, pp. 91-93. 
275  Bridges, Myrtle N., Estate Records, 1772-1933, Richmond County, North Carolina, Adams- Harbert, Book I, pp. 255-

256. 
276  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
277 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 59. 
278  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

10 Oct 1995. 
279  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 322. 
280 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 64. 
281 “DAR Records of Lineage No. 27, 112, 122, 126, 138, 151, 280.’; White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 27. 
282  Pension application of Matthew Covington, S 2444, fn27NC. 
283 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, Vol I, p. 60. 
284  Personal correspondence from E. E. Covington of Fayetteville, N.C., dated 10 Nov 1995. 
285  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995; Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 322. 
286  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 323. 
287 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 59. 
288  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 366. 
289 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 59. 
290  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 368. 
291  (no author), Montgomery County, Tennessee, p. 316. 
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292  “Dickson County, Tennessee Will Book A, pp. 80-81” – Work’s Progress Administration, Tennessee Records of Dickson 

County, Will Book A, 1804-1856, pp. 35-36. 
293 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 59. 
294  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 367. 
295  Bridges, Myrtle N., Final Words, 772 Original Wills by Richmond County, North Carolina Testators 1779-1915, p. 296. 
296 "Richmond County, North Carolina, Will Book 1, pp. 130-131." — McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 62. 
297 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 109.  Also, information from Donna Gathings Gerrard. 
298  Bridges, Myrtle N., Final Words, 772 Original Wills by Richmond County, North Carolina Testators 1779-1915, pp. 93-

94. 
299  Holcomb, Brent H., Marlborough County, South Carolina, Minutes of the County Court 1785-1799 and Minutes of the 

Court of Ordinary 1791-1821, p. 119. 
300  Holcomb, Brent H., Marlborough County, South Carolina, Minutes of the County Court 1785-1799 and Minutes of the 

Court of Ordinary 1791-1821, p. 120. 
301  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
302 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 109. Also, Huneycutt, James E. & Ida C., A History of Richmond County, 

p. 62. 
303  Bridges, Myrtle N., Final Words, 772 Original Wills by Richmond County, North Carolina Testators, 1779-1915, p. ??. 
304  Bridges, Myrtle N., Estate Records, 1772-1933, Richmond County, North Carolina, Adams – Harbert, Book I, pp. 206-

207. 
305 "Line of David Anderson Covington & Susannah Ann Gathings" — private manuscript obtained from Aberdeen, Missis-

sippi, Public Library. 
306 "Nancy Coalter" (married 15 Feb 1801) in "Line of David Anderson Covington & Susannah Ann Gathings" — private 

manuscript obtained from Aberdeen, Mississippi, Public Library.  "Nancy Collins" in White, Eurie Covington, Covington 

Cousins, p. 109. 
307 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 30. 
308  Bridges, Myrtle N., Final Words – 772 Original Wills by Richmond County, North Carolina Testators, 1779-1915, pp. 

82-84. 
309 Dates of birth and death confirmed from "Richmond County Graveyard Records" — listing kept at Richmond County, 

North Carolina, Public Library. 
310 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 30. 
311 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 109. 
312  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
313  “Early Marriage Bonds in Richmond County, NC 1783 — 1872” – Information obtained at the Richmond County GenWeb 

site:  http://www.myrtlebridges.us/~hbridges/richcomarrrecs.htm  
314 Letter from Donna Gathings Gerrard. 
315 Letter from Donna Gathings Gerrard. 
316 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 109. 
317  http://www.ncgenweb.us/richmond/1782earlmar.htm. 
318  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 412. 
319 Letter from Donna Gathings Gerrard. 
320 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 109.  According to Huneycutt, James E. & Ida C., A History of Richmond 

County, p. 62, Nancy Cole married John Sneed. 
321  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 396. 
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323  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
324 Letter from Donna Gathings Gerrard. 

http://www.myrtlebridges.us/~hbridges/richcomarrrecs.htm


08/18/15 Covington Family  

 
 III - 126 

                                                                                                                                                             
325  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
326 Covington, Elbert E., Covington and Kin, Part 1, p. 28 — citing Vaden Irwin Covington. 
327 Covington, Elbert E., Covington and Kin, Part 1, p. 27 — citing Vaden Irwin Covington. 
328 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 94.  Henry Covington's full will is included in the cited reference. 
329  “Robertson County, Tennessee, Will Book 2, p. 229” – White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, pp. 94-95. 
330  “1850 Richmond County census records” — Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, 

California, in personal correspondence dated 17 Oct 1995. 
331  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
332  Family Group Sheet provided by Sandy Ellerbe Krutilek of Pacific Palisades, California, in personal correspondence dated 

17 Oct 1995. 
333 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 109. 
334  “Early Marriage Bonds in Richmond County, NC 1783 — 1872” – Information obtained at the Richmond County GenWeb 

site:  http://www.myrtlebridges.us/~hbridges/richcomarrrecs.htm  
335  Bridges, Myrtle N., Final Words, 772 Original Wills By Richmond County, North Carolina Testators, 1779-1915, p. 507. 
336  Bridges, Myrtle N., Estate Records, 1772-1933, Richmond County, North Carolina, Medlock – Yoe, Book III, p. 298. 
337  Bridges, Myrtle N., Estate Records, 1772-1933, Richmond County, North Carolina, Medlock – Yoe, Book III, pp. 306-

307. 
338 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 57. 
339 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, pp. 42 & 119. 
340 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 55. 
341 "Ipswich Vital Records" — McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 42. 
342 "Liber Rt. No. H, fol. 126" — McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 43. 
343 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, pp. 42-43. 
344 "Lib. RT No. H., fol. 126, Q.A. Co." — McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 119. 
345 "Lib. RT No. F, fol. 119" — McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 119. 
346 McSwain, Eleanor Pratt Covington, My Folk, p. 119. 
347  Anson County Deed Book H1, pp. 176-177; “Anson County Deed Book H1, p. 176” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of 

Deeds, Anson County, NC, Books H1, K, & H, p. 13; “Page 176” – McBee, May Wilson, Anson County, North Carolina: 

Abstracts of Early Records, p. 44. 
348  “According to the Roster of Soldiers of S.C. at Fort Sullivan, S.C. (later Fort Moultrie).  Microfilm #853, Roll 16” — 

Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 413. 
349  “Deed Book G, page 236, Richmond Co.” — Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 414. 
350  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, pp. 413-414. 
351  “Patent Book 20, p. 542” – Hofmann, Margaret M., Colony of North Carolina, 1765-1775, Abstracts of Land Patents, 

Volume Two, p. 174. 
352  “Patent Book 20, p. 543” – Hofmann, Margaret M., Colony of North Carolina, 1765-1775, Abstracts of Land Patents, 

Volume Two, p. 174. 
353  “Patent Book 20, p. 543” – Hofmann, Margaret M., Colony of North Carolina, 1765-1775, Abstracts of Land Patents, 

Volume Two, p. 175. 
354  “Patent Book 20, p. 543” – Hofmann, Margaret M., Colony of North Carolina, 1765-1775, Abstracts of Land Patents, 

Volume Two, p. 175. 
355  “Patent Book 20, p. 723” – Hofmann, Margaret M., Colony of North Carolina, 1765-1775, Abstracts of Land Patents, 

Volume Two, p. 256. 
356  “Anson County Deed Book K, p. 269” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Deeds, Anson County, NC, Books H1, K, & H, p. 

45. 
357  “Page 222” – Holcomb, Brent H., Anson County, North Carolina Deed Abstracts, 1749-1766, Abstracts of Wills & 

Estates, 1749-1795, p. 139. 
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358  Anson County Deed Book K, p. 339; “Anson County Deed Book K, p. 339” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Deeds, Anson 

County, NC, Books H1, K, & H, p. 58. 
359  “Patent Book 26, p. 127” – Hofmann, Margaret M., Colony of North Carolina, 1765-1775, Abstracts of Land Patents, 

Volume Two, p. 658. 
360  Anson County Deed Book K, p. 344; “Anson County Deed Book K, p. 344” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Deeds, Anson 

County, NC, Books H1, K, & H, p. 59. 
361  “Page 149” – McBee, May Wilson, Anson County, North Carolina: Abstracts of Early Records, p. 100. 
362  McBee, May Wilson, Anson County, North Carolina: Abstracts of Early Records, pp. 133-135. 
363  “Anson County Deed Book K, p. 485” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Deeds, Anson County, NC, Books H1, K, & H, p. 

76. 
364  Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entrys: Anson Co., NC 1778-1795, p. 10. 
365  Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entrys: Anson Co., NC 1778-1795, p. 35. 
366  Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entrys: Anson Co., NC 1778-1795, p. 35. 
367  “Anson County Deed Book 7, p. 107” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Deeds, Anson County, NC, Books 4, 7, & B2, p. 35; 

“Page 107” – McBee, May Wilson, Anson County, North Carolina: Abstracts of Early Records, p. 47. 
368  Richmond County Deed Book D, p. 152; “Grant Book 30, p. 279” – Hofmann, Margaret M., North Carolina, Abstracts of 

State Grants, Volume One, p. 92. 
369  Richmond County Deed Book D, p. 155; “Grant Book 30, p. 337” – Hofmann, Margaret M., North Carolina, Abstracts of 

State Grants, Volume One, p. 96. 
370  Richmond County Deed Book C, pp. 382-383. 
371  “P. 18” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 1, 1779-1786, p. 12. 
372  Richmond County Deed Book B, pp. 131-132. 
373  “P. 1” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, Minute 

Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 1. 
374  “P. 3” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, Minute 

Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 2. 
375  “P. 7” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, Minute 

Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 4. 
376  “P. 8” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, Minute 

Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 5. 
377  “Page 53” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 25. 
378  “Page 55” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 26. 
379  “P. 22” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 13. 
380  “P. 83” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 48. 
381  “P. 86” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 50. 
382  “P. 92” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 53. 
383  “P. 95” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 54. 
384  “P. 96” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 55. 
385  “Page 64” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 31. 
386  “P. 101” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 57. 
387  “P. 125” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 70. 
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388  “P. 130” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 73. 
389  Richmond County Deed Book C, pp. 357-359. 
390  “P. 155” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 85. 
391  “P. 167” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 91. 
392  Anson County Deed Book C2, p. 324; “Anson County Deed Book C2, p. 324” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Deeds, 

Anson County, NC, Books D, C2, & E, p. 49. 
393  “Pp. 185-186” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 102. 
394  “Page 83” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 40. 
395  “P. 188” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 103. 
396  Richmond County Deed Book B, pp. 404-406. 
397  “P. 224” – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 121. 
398  Richmond County Deed Book D, p. 6. 
399  Richmond County Deed Book D, p. 282. 
400  “P. 232 – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 124. 
401  “P. 234 – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 125. 
402  “P. 235 – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 126. 
403  “P. 236 – Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 126. 
404  “P. 237– Barrow, Lee G., Richmond County, North Carolina Court Minutes, Court of Pleas and Quarter Session, 

Minute Book 2, 1786-1792, p. 127. 
405  “Page 99” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 49. 
406  Richmond County Deed Book D, p. 71. 
407  “Page 166” – Pruitt, Dr. A. B., Abstracts of Land Entries: Richmond Co. NC 1780-1795, p. 84. 
408  Richmond County Deed Book C, pp. 312-315. 
409  Richmond County Deed Book C, pp. 759-760. 
410  Richmond County Deed Book H, pp. 267-277. 
411 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 57. 
412  Richmond County Deed Book G, pp. 236-238. 
413  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 414. 
414  DeLamar, Marie & Rothstein, Elisabeth, Records of Washington County, Georgia, p. 80. 
415  “Pages 93-94” – Newsom, Elizabeth Pritchard, Washington County, Georgia Estate Papers, 1829-1903, p. 40. 
416  “Legal Notices in Early GA by Huxford, page 66” -   

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/mcdowell/conversations/topics/790. 
417  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 418. 
418 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 57; Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 418. 
419 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 57. 
420  Hendrix, Gwen DeBerry, Abstracts of Conveyances, Marlborough County, South Carolina (1786-1799), Marlborough 

District, South Carolina (1802-1808), pp. 33-34, 35, 45-46, 52. 
421  Pension application of William Easterling (Esterling) R14028, fn23NC. 
422  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 422. 
423  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 422; White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 57. 
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424  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 422. 
425  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 423. 
426  “Included in ‘An Account of Marriage Licenses Issued in Richmond County,’ as reported to the State Comptroller, as filed 

in Treasurer and Comptroller’s Papers, County Settlements, Box 75, at the NC State Archives –  

http://genealogytrails.com/ncar/richmond/marr_license_1787-1789.html. 
427 Dates of birth and death obtained from "Richmond County Graveyard Records" — listing kept in Richmond County, North 

Carolina, Public Library. 
428 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 30. 
429  “Early Marriage Bonds in Richmond County, NC 1783 — 1872” – Information obtained at the Richmond County GenWeb 

site:  http://www.myrtlebridges.us/~hbridges/richcomarrrecs.htm  
430 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 57; Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 422.. 
431  http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=67969739 
432  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 414. 
433 White, Eurie Covington, Covington Cousins, p. 57; Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 415. 
434  Covington, DaCosta Euclid, Covingtons Remembered, p. 416. 
435  Bridges, Myrtle N., Final Words, 772 Original Wills By Richmond County, North Carolina Testators, 1779-1915, p. 89. 
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